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PREFACE. 


Ix the esteem of all the jndicions who 
were well acquainted with hum, PREs1- 
DENT EpwarDs* was one of the greatest, 
best, and mnost useſul men of this age. by 
his conversation, preaching, and writings, 
he discovered a remarkzble strength of 
mind, clearness of thought, and depth of 
penetration. 

No one, perhaps, in our day, has been 


more umversally esteemed as an ennently 


* There was another valuable writer of the name of 
Jonathan CUdwards, Principal of Jens College, Cambridge, 
who prublished an excellent book, entitled, © A Preserva- 
tive agaivst Sociwmanizm,” in four Parts, 4to.; tlic first of 
which was printed in 1698, and the last in 17603,-by way 
of distiuctiv:, therefore, as weil as of deserved respect, 
the s8vhject of these Memoirs is calicd ** President 
Edwards,” — W, 
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good man. His love to God and the ex- 
cellent of the earth, and his benevolence to 
man ; his zeal for God and his cause; his 
uprightness, humility, self-demal, and wean- 
edness from the world; his close walk 
with God ; his conscientious, constant, and 
universal obedience, in all holy ways of 
living—have been as conspicuous as the 
uncommon strength of his understanding. 
And that this distinguixhed Ihght has 
not shone in vain, we have the most ample 
testimony. God, the giver of lus talents, 
led him into a way of unproving them, 
both by preaching and writing, which has 
proved the means of converting many from 
the error of their ways, and of greatly pro- 
moting the interesxt of real christianity, 
both in America and in Europe. And 
there 1s reason to hope, that though dead, 
he will yet speak for ages to come, to the 
great advantage of the church of Christ, 
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and the immortal welfare of many souls— 
and that his publications will produce a 
yet greater harvest of happiness to man 
and glory to God in the day of the Lord. 

The design of the following Memoirs 
is not merely to publish these things, mi 
order to tell the world how eminently 
great, wise, holy, and useful a person Pre- 
sdent Edwards was ; but rather to give 
the needful information as to what way, 
and by the use of what means, he attained 
to &uch an uncommon degree of knowledge, 
holiness, and usefulness, that others may 
thereby be directed and excited to attempt 
the same. 

The reader, therefore, 1s not to expect a 
mere encomum on the dead, but a plain 
and faithful narrative of leading facts ; 
together with some internal exercises, ex- 
pressed in Mr. Edwards's own words. Let 


no one regard the following composure 80 
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much an act of friendship for the dead, as 
of kindness to the living; 1t being only an 
attempt to render a life that has been 
greatly useful, yet more 80. And let the 
reader keep in memory, that if he 1s not 
made wiser and better, gains no skill or 
dispoxition to hve a holy and useful life, he 
fails entirely in what was principally de- 
sIgned by these Memoirs. 

In this world, so full of darkness and 
delusion, it is of great importance that all 
should be able to distinguish between true 
religion and that which is false. Towards 
this, no one perhaps has taken more pains, 
or lahoured more successfully, than he 
whose lite 1s set before the reader. And it 
is presumed that his religious exercises, 
resolutions, and conduct, here exhibited, 
will serve well to illastrate, and m no 
common degree to exemplify his important 


writings on that subject. Here pure and 
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undefiled religion, in distinction from all 
counterfeits, exhibits a picture well calcu- 
lated to instruct and console those who, 
in their rehgious sentuments and exercises, 
are built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, and of which Jesus Christ 1s 
the chief corner stone. 'Their hearts and 
practices will, in some degree, answer to 
it, as in a nurror face answers to face. 
And here, they who have hitherto, unhap- 
pily, been in darkness and delus1on, as to 
this infinitely important affair, may be in- 
structed and convinced. 

This 1s a point concerning which, above 
most others, the Protestant world appears to 
be muchin the dark. Mr. Edwards was wont, 
irequently, to observe this in conversation, 
and the longer he lived, the more was he 
convinced of it. If therefore the following 
account 1s adapted to answer this purpose, 


and may be considered as a seasonable word, 
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«aying, © This is the way, walk ye in it,” it 
will not only be a relief under s0 great a 
calamity to the christian world, the early 
removal of 80 bright a luminary, but also 
prove a great blessing to many, and pro- 
mote an end highly unportant; an end 
worthy the attention and pursuit of all, and 
which engaged the warm and steady zeal 
of the subject of these Memoirs to the last. 


In this view, especaally, 1s the following 


life offered to the pnhlic, with an earnest ' 


desire that every reader may faithfully 
improve 1t for the purpose of advancing 
undefiled religion mn hinself and others, 
while he candidly overlooks any defects 
which he may observe to be chargeable on 
the compiler. 
August 20, 1704. 
*,* The notes signed W, and the Appendix No. II. were 


added by the Rev. Dr. Williams and the Rey, E, Parsons, 
the editors of President Edwards's Works. 
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OF THE 


REV.JONATHAN EDWARDS, A.M. 
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CHAP. I. 


Mr, Edwards's Birth and Parentage, Education and 
tintrance on the Minstry. 


PrEsmzeNT EpwaRDs was one of those 
men of whom it is not easy to speak with 
Jjustice, without seemine, at least, to border 
on the marvellous, and to incur the guilt of 
adulation. The christian biographer labours 
under a difficulty, in describing the cha- 
racters of extraordinary men, which the 
writers of other lives are but too generally 
allowed to torget; for he 1s bound $0 to 
represent actions and motives, as to remind 
his readers, that the uncommon excellencies 
ot a character flow entircly from the bounty 
of heaven, for the wisest and hest purposes, 
and are not the result of natural vigour and 
acumen, Otherwise, instead of placing 
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these excellencies in a view advantageous 


for imitation, or describing a character 
attainable, as to its most valuable traits, 
only by gracious aids, there would be dan- 
ger of setting up an 1dol; more precious 
indeed than gold, but still an 1dol, whereby 
the mind would be led astray trom the one 
great object of the christian lite, Jesus 
Christ, whose tulness felleth all in all. While 
we have a just view of ham, it 1s a privilege 
to hear of his wonderful works in and by 
his honoured servants; and to be enabled 
to imitate them 1s a great augmentation of 
the privilege. If therr graces, exemplified 
in a variety of circumstances, in a manner 
force us to a throne of grace, and thereby 
prove the means of quickening ours ; then 
do we make a right use of their history, 
and iollow them who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises. 

Jonathan Edwards was born on the 5th 
of October, 1708, at Windsor, in the Pro- 
vince of Connecticut, North America. His 
father, the Rev. Timothy Edwards, was 
minister of that place almost s1xty years, 
aud revsided there trom Nov. 1694, till 


PRESIDENT EDWARDS, 3 


January, 1758, when he died, in the eighty- 
ninth year of his age; not two months he- 
tore this his only son Jonathan, He was 
universally beloved, and esteemed as an 
upright, pious, exemplary man; a faithful 
and yery useful minister of the gospel. A tew 
more particulars of this excellent man will 
be acceptable. He was born at Hartford, 
in Connecticut, May 14th, 1669; and re- 
ceived the honours of the college at Cam- 
bridge, in New England, by having the 
degrees of Bachelor and Master of Arts 
given him the same day, July 4th, 1694, 
one in the forenoon, and the other in the 
afternoon. On November 6th, 1694, he 
married Esther, daughter of the Rev. and 
celebrated Solomon Stoddard, of North- 
ampton, in the twenty-third year of her age. 
They lived together in the married state 
above sixty-three years. Mrs. Edwards, 
the President's mother, was born June 
2d, 1672, and lived to about ninety years 
of age, (dying some years after her son,) 
a remarkable instance of the small decay or 
mental powers. This venerable couple had 
eleven children; one $on, the s$ubject of these 
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Memoirs, and ten daughters, four of whom 
were older, and $ix younger than himself.* 


* We hall herc suhjoin a sketch of Mr, Edwards's more 
remote ancestors, as it may gratiſy some readers, Jona- 
than L.dwards's grandfather was Richard Edwards, who 
married Elizabeth "Tuttle, daughter of William Tuttle, of 
New Haven, in Connecticut, and Elzabeth his wite, who 
came from Northamptonshire, in Old England. By this 
connection he had seven children, of whom the cldest was 
Timothy, the President's father. His second marriage was 
to Mrs. 'Falcot, sistcr to Governor Talcot, by whom he had 
Six children, — The father of Richard, was Willtam Edwards, 
Jonathan's great-graudfather, who came from IEngland 
young and unmarried. 'The person he marricd, whose 
christian name was Agnes, and who had left England for 
America, had iwo brothers in England, one of them mayor 
of Exeter, and the other of Barnstaple.—The father of 
William, Richard Edwards, the President's great-great- 
grandfather, was minister of the gospel in London, in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and his wite, Ann Edwards, was 
employed in making some part of the royal aitire. Aſter 
the death of Mr. Kdwards, she married Mr. James Cole, 
who with her son William accompanied her to America, 
and all dicd at Iartford, in Connecticut. 

President Edwards's grandfather, on the mother's sidc, 
the Rev. Solomon Stoddard, of Northampton, New Iing- 
land, married Mrs. Mather, the relict of the Rev. Mr. 
Mather, his predecessor, who was the first minister at 
Northampton. Her maiden name was FEsther Warham, 
daughter and youngest child of the Rev. John Warham, 
minister at Windsor, in Connecticut, and who, before he 
leit England, had been minister at Exeter, 'Fhis lady had 
three children by Mr. Mather; Eunice, Warham, and 


PRESIDENT EDWARDS. 5 


Mr. Edwards entered Yale College when 
about twelve years of age; and received 


Liiakim; and twelve children by Mr. Stoddard, six sous 
and six daughters. Three of the xons died in infancy, and 
three lived to adult years, viz. Anthony, Jonn, and Isracl; 
the last of whom died a prisouer in France. Anthony was 
ininister of the gospel at Woodbury, in Connecticut; he was 
11 the ministry about sisxty years, aud dicd Sept. 6, 1760, in 
the eighty-sccond year of his age. John lived at Northamp- 
ton, and olten, especially in his younger years, scryed the 
town as their representative, at tho great and general court 
at Boston; aud was, long, bead ol the county of ilampshlire, 
as chief colonel, and -chief judge of the court of common 
pleas. He likewise served in the province of Massachnscts 
Bay, as one of his Majyesty's council. Be distinguished 
himselt as an able politician, a wise counsellor, an upright 
and skilful judge ; possesscd 11 an eminent degree tne $pirit 
of goverument, and ever proved a great and steady friend 
to the interest of religion. He was a warm friend and ad- 
mirer of our Mr, Edwards, aud, to the time of his death, 
greatly Strengthened his hands in the work of the ministry, 
A more particular account of the lite and character of this 
truly great man, may be scen in the sermon which Mr. 
Edwards preached and pablished, on the occasion of his 
death.—The father of Mr. Solomon Stoddard, and Mr. 
Edwards's great-grandfather, on the mother's side, was 
Anthony Stoddard, esq. of Boston, a zealous Congrega= 
tional man. He had five wives, the first of whom was Mary 
Downing, sister to Sir George Downing, whose other sister 
married Gzovernor Bradstrect. Solomon was the first child 
of this first marriage, From these particulars it appears, 
that Mr. Edwards's aucestors were from the west of Eng- 
land, who, upon their emigration, allied themsclyes to 
somMe ol the most respectable families in America, 
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the degree of Bachelor of Arts in Sept. 
1720, a little before he was seventeen. 
While at college, his character was marked 
with sobriety and 1mprovement in learning. 
In the second year of his abode there, he 
read Locke on the Human Understanding 
with much delight. His uncommon genius, 
by which he was naturally formed for close 
thought and deep penetration, now began 
to discover and exert itself. From his own 
account, he was 1inexpress1þly entertained 
anc pleased with that book, when he read it 
at college; more s0 than the most avaricious 
m1iser, when accumulating stores of s1lver 
and gold from some newly-discovercd trea- 
Sure. Though he made good proficiency in 
all the arts and sciences, and had an un- 
common taste tor natural philosophy, (which 
he cultivated to the end of his lite,) yet 
moral philosophy, mcluding divinity, was 
his favourite subject, in which he $00n 
made great progress. 

He lived at college nearly two years after 
he took his first degree, preparing for the 
work of the ministry ; after which, having 
passed the usual trials, he was licensed to 
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preach the gospel as a candidate. In con- 
Sequence of an application from a number 
of ministers in New England, who were 
intrusted to act in behalf of the English 
Presbyterians in New York, he went to 
that city at the beginuing of August, 1729, 
and preached there with great acceptance 
about eight months. But on account of the 
s$mallness ot the society, an some $pectal 
diftculties that attended it, he did not 
think there was a rational prospect of 
answering the good end proposed, by his 
Settling there as their minister. He there- 
fore left them the next spring, and retired 
to his father's house, where he spent the 
Summer 1n close study. He was earnestly 
Solicited by the people to return again to 
New York; but his tormer views were not 
altered, and therefore, however disposcd to 
gratify them, he could not comply with 
their wishes. 

In Sept. 1723, he received his degree of 
Master of Arts, About this time several 
congregations invited him to become their 
minister; but being chosen tutor ot Yale 
College, he dccided to continue in that 
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retirement, where he attended the business 
of tuition above two years. During 1s stay 
there, he was applied to by the people at 
Northampton, who had some powerful 
motives to offer, in favour of his exercising 
his ministry among them; and especially 
that his grandfather Stoddard, by reason of 
lis great age, stood 11 need of assistance. 
He therefore resigned his tutorsh1p 1n 
Sept. 1726, and accepted their invitation, 
and was ordained as colleague with his 
grandfather, Feb. 15, 1727, in the twenty- 
tourth year of is age, and continued at 
Northampton twenty-three years and four 
months. 


n——— oa 


CHAP. II. 
Extracts from his Private Writings. 


Berwersx the time of his going to New 
York and his settlement at Northampton, 
Mr. Edwards formed a number of Resolu- 
tions, which are still preserved. The par- 
ticular time, and special occas1on of making 
many of these Resolutions, he has noted in 
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a Diary which he then kept; where we 
also find many other observations and rules 
relative to his own exerciscs and conduct, 
As these private writings may be justly 
considered the basis of his conduct, or the 
plan according to which his whole life was 
governed, it may be proper here to give the 
reader Some idea of them by the following 
extracts. 


SECT, I. 
TIlis Resolutions. 


Mr. Edwards was too well acquainted 
with human weakness and frailty, where 
the intention 1s most sincere, to enter on 
any resolutions rashly. He theretore looked 
to God for aid, who alone can afford suc- 
cess In the use of any means. This he 
placed at the head of all his other important 
rules, —that his dependence was on grace, — 
while he frequently recurred to a serious 
perusal of them.—* Being sensible that I 
am unable to do any thing without God's 
help, I do humbly mtreat him by his grace 
to cuable me to keep these resolutions, 80 
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far as they are agreeable to his will, for 
Christ's sake.” He then adds: 


«© REMEMBER TO READ OVER THESE RESOLU- 


TIONS ONCE A WEEK.'* 


1. Resolved, that / will do whatsoever 
I think to be most to God's glory and my 
own good, profit, and ple:$ure, on THE 
WHOLE; Without any consideration of the 
time, whether now, or never s0 many 
myriads of ages hence ;—to do whatever I 
think to be my duty, and most for the good 
and advantage of mankind in general,— 


*.'The Resolutions, as contained in the original manu- 
8cript, were seventy in number; a part only are here tran- 
scribed, as a s$pecimen of the whole. 'The figures aftixed to 
them are those by which they were numbered in that 
manuscript; and they are here retained tor the sake of the 
relerences made to some of them in the Diary, as the 
reader Will find in the subsequent part of these Memoirs. 
It may be proper to add, that we should regard the sprit 
of these Resolutions, and the following extracts from the 
Diary, without a minute attention to the critical nicety of 
his language, In fact, as these extracts were penned in a 
very early period of life, his style was not formed; and his 
chiet concern was to deal plainly with himself, in the pre- 
Sence of God, and to record tor his own private inspection 


what he thought might be of most use to him in fu- 
ture,—--W, 
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whatever difficulttes I meet with, how many 
and how great $0ever. 

2. Resolved, to be continually endea- 
vouring to find s0me new contrroance to 
promote the fore-mentioned things. 

4. Resvlved, never tO DO, BE, 0 SUFFER 
any thing, in soul or body, less or more, 
but what tends to the glory of God. 

5. Resolved, never to lose one moment 
of time; but improve 1t in the most profit- 
able way I possibly can. 

6. Resolved, to live with all my might, 
while I do hve.* 

7. Resolved, never to do any thing, which 


I $hould be afraid to do if it were the last 


hour of my lite. 

9. Resolved, to think much, on all occa- 
$10ns, of my own dying, and of the common 
clicumstances which attend death. 


* This is the full and exact import of the Latin motto, 
*« Dum vious, viramus;” which was the motto of Dr. Dod- 
dridge's family arms, and which he paraphrased with $0 
much beauty. 
«« Live, while you live, the epicure would say, 
*© 4nd seize the pleasures of the present day. 


« Live, while you live, the sacred preacher cries, 
* And give to God each moment as it flies, 

* Lord, in my views let both uvited bez 

* Ilive iD pſeasure, when Llive to thee,” —W, 
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11. Resolved, when I think of any theo- 
rem in divinity to be solved, immediately 
to do what I can towards solving it, 1f cir- 
cumstances do not hinder. 

13. Resolved, to be endeavouring ta find 
out fit objects of charity and liberality. 

14. Resolved, never to do any thing out 
of revenge. 

15. Resolved, never to suffer the least 
motions of anger to irrational bcings. 

17. Resolved, that T will live so as 1 
Shall wish I had done when I come to die. 

18. Resolved, to live $0 at all times, as I 
think is best in my devout frames, and 
when I have clearest notions of the gospel 
and another world. 

20, Resolved, to maintain the strictest 
temperance 11 eating and drinking, 

21. Resolved, never to do any thing, 
which 1t I should see in another, I should 
count a just occasion to despise him for, or 
to think any way the more meanly of 
hu. 

24. Resolved, whenever I do any evil 
action, to trace 1it back, till I come to the 
original cause; and then both carefully 
endeavour to do 50 no more, and to fight 
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and pray with all wy might against the 
original of 1t. 

28. Resolved, to study the scriptures $0 
s$teadily, constantly, and frequently, as that 
I may find, and plainly perceive inyself to 
grow in the knowledge of the same. 

30. Resolved, to strive to my utmost 
every week to be brouglit higher in zeli- 
gion, and to a higher exercise of grace, 
than I was the week betore. 

32. Resolved, to be strictly and firmly 
faithful to my trust, that Prov. xx. 6. (4 
faithful man who can find?) may not be 
partly fulfilled in me. 

33. Resolved, always to do what I can 
towards making, maintaining, and establish- 
Ing peace, when it can be done without an 
over-balancing detriment 1n other respects, 

34, Resolved, in narrations never to speak 
any thing but the pure and s1mple verity. 

30. Resolved, never to spcak evil of any 
person, except some particular good call 
tor it. 

37. Re<olved, to enquire every night, as 
I am going to bed, wherein I have been 
negligent, what sin I have committed, and 
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wherein I have denied myself; also at the 
end of every week, month, and year. 

38. Resolved, never to speak any thing 
that is ridiculous, or matter of laughter on 
the Lord's day. 

39. Rezolved, never to do any thing 
that 1 80 much question the lawtulness of, 
as tit I intend, at the same time, to con- 
Siler and examine afterwards, whether it 
be lawtul or no: except I as much question 
the lawtulness oft the omiss10n. 

41. Resolved, to ask myself at the end 
of every day, week, month, and year, 
wherein I conld posstbly in any respect 
have done better. 

42. Resolved, frequently to renew the 
dedication of myselt to God, which was 
made at my baptism; which I solemnly 
renewed when I was rcceived into the 
communion of the church; and which I 
have Soltemnly ratified this twelfth day of 
January, 1723. 

43. Resolyed, never to act as if ] were 
any way my own, but entirely and altu- 
gether God's. 


46. Resolved, never to allow the least 
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measure of any fretting uneasiness at my 
father or mother. Resolved, to sutter no 
eftects of it, 80 much as 1n the least aitera- 
tion of speech, or motion of my eye: and 
to be especially careful of 1t, with respect 
to any of our family. 

47. Resolved, to endeavour to my utmost 
to deny whatever 1s not most agreeable to 
a good. and univers:]ly sweet aud bencevo- 
leut, quiet, peaceable, contented, eisy, 
compass10nate, generous, humble, meck, 
modest, submissive, obliging diligent and 
industrious, charitable, even, patient, mude- 
rate, torgiving, slncere temper ; and to do 
at all times what such a temper would lead 
me to. Examine stnectly every week, 
whether I have done $0. 

48. Resolved, constantly. with the utmost 
niceness and diligence, and the stricrest 
Scrutiny, to be looking into the state of 
my soul, that I may know whether I bave 
truly an interest in Christ or no; that when 
] come to die, I may not have any negli- 
gence respecting this to repent of. 

50. Resolved, I will act $0 as I think-I 
shall judge would have been best, and 
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most prudent, when I come into the future 
world. W_ 

52. I frequently hear persons in old age 
say how they would live, 1f they were to 
live their lives over again: Resolved, that 
I will I've just $0 as I can think I <hall 
wish I had done, supposing I hve to old 
age. | 

54. Whenever I hear any thing spoken 
i conversation of any person, if I think it 
would be praiseworthy in me, Resolved, to 
endeavour to imitate it. 

55. Resolved, to endeavour to my utmost 
to act as I can think I should do, if I had 
already secen the happiness of heaven, and 
hell torments. 

56. Resolved; never to give over, nor in 
the least to slacken my fight with my cor- 
ruptions, however unsuccessful I may be, 

57. Resolved, when I fear misfortunes 
and adversities, to examine whether I have 
done my duty, and resolve to do it; and let 
it be just as Providence orders it, I will, as 
tar as I can, be concerned about nothing 
but my duty and my sin. 

2, Resolyed, never to do any thing but 
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duty; and then, according to Eph. vi. 6—8, 
do 1t willingly and cheerfully as unto the 
Lord, and not to man; knowing that what- 
ever good thing any man «doth, the same 
shall he receive of the Lord, 

65. Resolved, to exercise myself much 
in tis all my lite long, wuz. with the 
greatest openness to declare my ways to 
God, and lay open my soul to hun : all my 
Sins, temptations, difticulties, sorrows, tears, 
hopes, desires, and every thing, and every 
circumstance; according to Dr. Manton's 
27th sermon on the 119th Psalm. 

67. Resolved, after afthictions, to in- 
quire, What I am the better for them); 
what good I have got, and what I might 
have got by them.” 


SECT. II. 
Extracts from his Diary. 


Though Mr. Edwards wrote his Diary 

for his own private use, exclusvely, it 1s 
not apprehenc.cd that the following extracts 
are untairly exposed to public view. That 
which is calculated to do good, and 1s per- 
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fectly consistent with an author's real 
reputation, may be publisghed with honour, 
whatever his des|gn might be while writing, 
Besides, what Mr. Edwards wished to have 
effectually concealed from every eye but 
his own, he wrote in a particular short 
hand. Atter having written pretty much 
in that character, he adds this remark in 
long hand; © Remember to act according 
to Prov. x11. 23. 4 prudent man concealeth 
knowledge.” 

Saturday, Dec. 22, 1722. — This day, 
revived by God's Holy Spirit. Aﬀected 
with the sense of the excellency of holiness. 
Felt more exercise of love to Christ than 
usual. Have also felt sensIble repentance 
for sIn, bhecause 1t was committed against 
S0 mercitul and good a God. This night, 
made the 37th Resolution. 

Sibbath night, Dec. 23,—Made the 38th 
Resolution 

Mouday, Dec. 24. - Higher thoughts than 
usual of the excellency of Jesus Christ and 
his kingdom. 

Wednesday, Jan. 2, 1723.—Dull. I find 
by experience, that let me make resolu- 
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tions, and do what I will, with never $0 
inany inventions, it 1s all nothing, and to no 
purpose at all, without the motions of the 
Spirit of God: for if the Spirit of God 
Should be as much withdrawn from me 
always, as for the week past, notwith- 
Standing all I do, I should not grow; but 
Should languish, and miserably tade away. 
There 1s no dependence upon myselt. It 
1s to no purpose to resolve, except we de- 
pend on the grace of God; for 1t 1t were 
not for his mere grace, one might be a very 
good man one day, and a very wicked one 
the next. 

Sabbath, Jan. 6, at night.—Much con- 
cerned about the improvement of precious 
time. Intend to live in continual mortifica- 
tion, without ceasing, as long as in thus 
world. 

Tuesday, Jan. 8, in the morning. —Higher 
thoughts than usual of the exceilency of 
Christ, and felt an unusual repentance for 
Sin therefrom. 

Wednesd:y, Jan. 9, at night. —Decayed. 
I am sometimes apt to think, IT have a great 
deal more of holiness than I really have. I 
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find, now and then, that abominaþle cor: 
ruption which 1s directly contrary to what 
I read respecting eminent christlans. How 
deceittul 1s my heart! I take up a strong 
resolution, but how soon does 1t weaken! 

Thursday, Jan. 10, about noon.—-Revivang. 
"Tis a great dishonour to Christ, 11 whom I 
hope I have an interest, to be uneasy at my 
worldly state and condition :— When I see 
the prosperity of others, and that all things 
0 easy with them; when the world 1s 
Smooth to them, and they are happy in 
many respects, and very prosperous, Or are 
advanced to much honour, &c. to envy 
them, or be the least uneasy at it ; or even 
to wish for the same prosperity, and that it 
would ever be $80 with me. Wherefore 
concluded, always to rejoice in every one's 
prosperity, and to expect for myself nv 
happiness of that nature as long as I hve; 
but reckon upon aftlictions, and. betake my- 
selt entirely to another happiness. 

I think I find myself much more sprightly 
and healthy, both in body and niind, tor 


my selt-denial in eating, drinking, and' 


Sleeping. I think it would be advantageous 
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every morning to constder my busincss and 
temptations; and what sims I shall be ex- 
posed to that day: and to make a resolu- 
tion how to improve the day, and to avoid 
those s1ns. And $o at the beginning of 
every week, month, and year,—I never 
knew before what was meant by not setting 
our hearts upon these things. It is not to 
care about them, depend upon them, aftlict 
ourselves much with fears of losing them, 
or please ourselves with expectation of ob- 
taining them, or hope of their continuance. 
At night made the 41st Resolution. 
Saturday, Jan, 12, im the morning.—T 
have this day solemnly renewed my bap- 
tismal covenant and selt-dedication, which 
I renewed when I was received into the 
communion of the church. I have been 
betore God; and have given myselt, all 
that I am and have to God, so that I am 
not 11 any respect my own: I can claim 
no right im myself, no night im this under- 
Standing, this will, these affections that are 
in me; neither have I any right to this 
body, or any of its memhers: no right to 
this tongue, these hands, nor feet: no 
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right, to these s8enses, these eyes, these cars, 
this smell or taste. I have given myself 
clear away, and have not retained any 
thing as my own. I have been to God 
this morning, and told him that I gave 
mysclf wholly to him. I have given every 
power to him; s0 that for the future, | 
will challenge or claim no right in myself, 
In any respect. I have expressly promised 
him, and do now promtse Almighty God, 
that by his grace I will not. I have this 
morning told him, that I did take him 
for my whole portion and telicity, looking 
on nothing else as any part of my happt 
ness, nor acting as if it were; and his law 
for the constant rule of my obedience : and 
would fight with all my might agaimst the 
world, the tlesh, and the devil, to the end 
ot my hte. And did believe in Jesus 
Christ, and receive him as a prince and a 
SaVv10ur; and would adhere to the faith 
and obedience of the gospel, how hazar- 
dous and difficult soever the protession and 
practice of 1t may be. That I did receive 
the blessed Spirit as mv teacher. sanctifier, 
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inotions to enlighten, purity, confirm, com- 
fort, and ass1s5t me. This I have done. 
And I pray God, for the sake of Christ, to 
look upon 1t as a selt-dedication; and to 
receive me now as entirely his own, and 
deal with me 1n all respects as such; whe- 
ther he afflicts me or prospers me, or what- 
ever he pleases to do with me, who am his. 
Now, henceforth I am not to act in any 
respect as my own. T $hall act as my own, 
if I ever make use of any of my powers to 
any thing that 1s not to the glory of God, 
or do not make the gloritying of him my 
whole and entire business; if I murmur in 
the least at afthictions; it I grieve at the 
prosperity of others; if I am any way un- 
charitable; if I am angry because of inju- 
ries; 1f I revenge my own cause; it I do 
any thing purely to please mysclt, or avoid 
any thing for the sake of my easc, or omit 
any thing because 1t 1s great selt-demal ; it 
I trust to myself; it I take any of the 
praise of any good that I do, or rather God 
does by me; or it I am any way proud. 
This day made the 42d and 43d Res0- 
lutions. 
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Monday, Jan. 14. — The dedication 1 
made of mysclf to my God, on Saturday 
I2st, has been exceeding useful to me. 1 
thought I had a more spiritual ins1ght into 
the scripture while reading the 8th chapter 
to the Romans, than ever 1n my hte before, 
— Great instances of mortification are deep 
wounds given to the body of sin, hard blows 
that make him stagger and reel; we 
thereby get firm ground and tooting against 
bim.—While we live without great in- 
Stances of mortification and self-denial, the 
old man keeps whereabouts he was; for he 
is $turdy and obstinate, and will not stir 
for small blows. After the greatest mor- 
tifications, I always find the greatest com- 
fort. Supposing there was never but one 
complete christian, m all respects, of a 
right stamp, having christianity shining in 
its true Justre, at a time in the world ; re- 
Solved, to act just. as I would do, if I strove 
with all my might to be that one, that 
Should be in my time. 

Tuesday, Jan. 15.—It seemed yesterday, 
the day before, and Saturday, that I should 
always retain the same resolutions to the 
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Same height, but alas, how s0on do I de- 
cay! O, how weak, how infirm, how unable 
to do any thing am I! What a pour, in- 
consistent, miserable wretch, without the 
asststance of God's Spirit! White I stand, 
I am ready to .think I stand im my own 
strength; and am ready to triumph over 
my enemies, as it it were I myselt that 
caused them to flee: when, alas! I am but 
a poor infant, upheld by Jesus Christ; who 
holds me up, and gives me liberty to smile 
to see my enemies flee, when he drives 
them before me; and $0 I laugh, as though 
I myself did it, when it is only Jesus 
Christ leads me along, and fights hamselt 
against my enemies. And now the Lord 
has a little left me, how weak do I find 
myself! OQ, let it teach me to depend less 
on myselt, to he more humble, and to give 
more of the praise of my ability to Jesus 
Christ. The heart of man 1s deceittul 
above all things, and desperately wicked, 
who can know 1t? 

Saturday, Feb. 16.—I do certainly know 
that I love holiness, such as the gospel 
requires —At night. I have been neyl1- 
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over my appetite in eating and drinking: 
In rizing too late; and in not epplving my- 
8clf enough to the duty of secret prayer. 

Suibbath-day, Feb, i /, Near $11-5et,—Re- 
newedly promised, that I will accept of 
Cod, for my whole portion; and that I 
will be contented, whatever else I am de- 
nivd, I will not murmur nor be grieved, 
whitever proSpcerity, UpPOn any account, I 
86 Others enjoy, and I am denied, 

Saturday, March 2.—O, how much plea- 
81nter 1s humility than pride! O, that God 
would fill me with exceeding great hu- 
mility, and that he would evermore keep 
me from all pride! The pleasures of hu- 
mility are really the most refined, inward 
and exquisite delights in the world, How 
liatelul is a proud man! How hateful 1s 
a worm that lifts up itself with pride! 
What a foolish, sIlv, miserable, blind, de- 
ceived, poor worm am I, when pride 
works! 

\ eduoexsday, March 6, ncar swn-set.,——Felt 
{ho doctrines of election, tree-grace, and of 
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our not being able to do any thing with- 
out the grace of God; and that hoimess 1+ 
entirely, throughout, tie work of Goi's 
Spirit, with more pieasure than belore. 

Monday morning, Apnl 1.—I think it 
best not to allow mysclt to laugh at the 
faults, follics, and infirmities of others. 

Saturday night, April 6.—This weck 1 
tound mysclt so tar gone, that 1t seemed to 
me, that I should never recover more. Let 
God of his mercy return unto me, and-10 
more leave me thus to sink and decay! I 
know, O Lord, that without thy help, I 
Shall fall innumerable times, notwithstand- 
ing all my resolutions, how often $0 ever 
repeated, 

Saturday night, April 13.—-I could pray 
more heartily this night, tor the forgive- 
ness of my enemies, than ever beforc. 

Wednesday, May 1, forenoon. — Last 
night I came home, after my melancholy 
parting from New York. I have always, 
in every ditterent state of life I have hitherto 
been 1m, thought the troubles and difficul- 
ties of that state to be greater than those 
of any other that I proposcd to be in ; and 
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when I have altered with assurance of 
mending myself, I have still thought the 
Same; yea, that the difficulties of that state 
are greater than those of that I left last. 
Lord, grant that from hence I may learn to 
withdraw my thoughts, affections, desires, 
and expectations, entirely from the world, 
and may fix them upon the heavenly state; 
where there 1s fulness of joy; where reigns 
heavenly, sweet, calm, and delightful love, 
without alloy; where there are continually 
the dearest expressions of this love; where 
there is the enjoyment of the persons loved, 
without ever parting; where those persons, 
who appear 80 lovely in this world, will 
really be inexpressibly more loyely, and 
full of love to us. How sweetly will the 
mutual lovers join together to sing the 
praises of God and the Lamb! How will 
it fill us with joy to think, this enjoyment, 
these sweet exercises, will never come to 
au end, but will last to eternity. Remem- 
ber, after journies, removes, oyerturnings, 
and alterations in the state of my life, to 
consider, whether therein I have managed 
the best way possIble, respecting my $soul; 
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and hefore such alterations, if foreseen, to 
res)lve how to act. 

Thursday, May 2.-—I think 1t a very 
go0d way to examine dreams every Morn- 
inz when I awake; what are the nature, 
circumstances, principles, and ends of my 
naginary actions and pass!0ns in them, to 
d<15cern what are my chiet inclinations, &c. 

Saturday night, May 4. — Although I 
have in some measure subdued a disposition 
to chide and fret, yet I find a certain in- 
clination which 1s not agreeable to chris- 
tian sweetness of temper and conversation: 
—'Too dogmatical, too much of egotism ; 
a d1$position to be telling of my own dis- 
like and scorn; and freedom from those 
things that are innocent, or the common 
infirmities of men; and many such lke 
taings. O that God would help me to lis- 
cern all the flaws and detects of my temper 
and conversation, and help me in the diff- 
cult work of amending them; and that he 
would fill me $0 full of christiamity, that 
the foundation of all these disagreeahle 
regularities may be destroyed, and the 
contrary beauties may tollow. 
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Sabbath-day, May 5, im the morning,-- 
This day made tne 47th Resolution. 

Sabbath-day, May 12.—] think I feel 
glad trom the hope that my eternity 15 to 
be spent mm $piritual and holy joys, arising 
from the manifestation of God's love, and 
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the exercise of holiness and a burning love 
to him. 

Saturday night, May 18.—LI now plainly 
perccive what great ohitgations I am under 
to love and honour my parents. I have 
vreat reason to believe, that their counsel 
and education have been of great use to 
me; notwithstanding, at the time, it seemed 
to do me $0 little good. I have good reason 
to hope that their prayers for me have 
been, 1n many things, very powerful and 
prevalent; tnat God has, in many things, 
taken me under his care and guidance, 
provision and direction, in answer to their 
prayers. I was never made $0 sensible of 
It as now. 

Wednesday, May 292, in the morning.— 
Memorandum. To take Special care of these 
tollowing things: evil Speaking, fretting, 


eating, drinking, and Sleeping, speaking 
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imple verity, joining in prayer, slivhtness 
in secret prayer, listlessness and neglivence, 
and thoughts that cherisÞh s1n. 

Saturday, May 25, in the morning.—As 
I was this morning reading the 17th Reso- 
lution, it was suggested to me, that 1f I was 
now to die, I should wish that I had prayed 
more that God would make me know my 
3tate, whether it be good or bad; and that 
I had taken more pains to see, and narrowly 
Scarch into this matter. VWheretore, Mem. 
For the future, most nicely and diligently 
to look into our old Divines concerning 
conversion. Made the 48th Resolution. 

Friday, June 1, atternoon,—I have abund- 
ant cause, O mercitul Father, to love thee 
ardently, and greatly to bless and praise 
thee, that thou hast heard me in my earnest 
request, and hast so answered my prayer 
tor mercy to keep from decay and sinking. 
O, gracious]y, of thy mere goodness, Con- 
tinue to pity my misery, by reason of my 
Sintulness. O, my dear Redeemer, I com- 
mit myselt, together with my prayer and 
thanksgiving, into thine hand, 

Nonday, July 1.—Again confirmed by 
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experience of the happy ecficcts of 5trict 
temperance, with respect both to body and 
mind, Resolved, for the future to obscrve 
rather more of meekness, moderation, and 
temper 18 aisputes, 

Thursday, July 18, near gun-set. —- Re- 
s0Ived to endeavour to make Sure of that 
Sign the apostle James gives of a pertect 
man, Jam. 11.2, 1f any man offend not m 
word, the same is a perfect man, and able 
ais0 ti bridle {he whole body. 

Monday, July 22.,—1 sece there is danger 
of my being drawn into transgression Þy 
a fear of sceming uncivil, and of offending 
friends. Watch against it. 

Tuesday, July 23.—--When I find those 
groanings which cannot be uttered, that 
the Apostle speaks of; and those sout 
| breakings for the longing it hath, which 

the Psalmist speaks of, (Psal. cxix. 20.) let 
me humour and promote them to the ut- 
most of my power, and be not weary of 
earnestly endeavouring to vent my des1res. 
—1 desire to count it all joy when I have 
occasion of great selt-denial, hecause then 
I have a glorious opportunity of giving 
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deadly wounds to the body of in, and 
ercatly confirming and estiblisRing the 
new uature; to seck to noruty $In, and 1n- 
creasc in holiness; these are the best op- 
portunities (according to January 14,) to 
improve afllictions of all kinds, as blessed 
opportunities of forcibly bearing on in my 
ci\1stian course, notwithstanding that which 
is $0 very apt to discourage me, to damp 
the vigour of my mind, and to make me 
lifeless; also, as opportunities of trusting 
and confidling in God, habitually, according 
to the 57th Resolution; and of rending my 


Heart off from the world, and sctting it 


upon heaven alone; to repent of, and he- 
wail my $1, and abhor myselt; and as a 
blessed opportunity to exercise patience, 
to trust 1n God, and divert my mind from 
the atiliction, by fixing myself m religious 
exercises. Also, let me comfort mysclt, 
that it 1s the very nature of afflictions to 
make the heart Hheiter; and it I am made 
better by them, what need I be concerned. 
however grievous they seem for the pre- 
Sent - 

Frizav, July 26, —To be particularly 
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careful to keep up an inviolable trust and 
reliance, ease and entire rest in God, 1n all 
conditions, according to the 57th Reso- 
lution; for this I have found to be wonder- 
tully advantageous. 

Monday, July 29.—-When I am con- 
cerned how I $hall perform any thing to 
public acceptance, to be very careful taat 
I do what is duty and prudence 1n the 
matter. 

Wedncsday, July 31, —Never in the least 
to scek to hear sarcastical relations of 
others fauits, Never to give credit to any 
thing said against others, except there 1s 
very plain reason for it; nor to behave in 
any respect otherwise for it. 

Vednesday, August 7,-—To esteem it an 
advantage that the duties of religion are 
difficult, and that many difficulties are 
S0meiumes to be gone through in the way 
of duty. Religion is the sweeter, and what 
15 gained by labour is abundantly morc 
precious; as a woman loves her child the 
better for having brought it forth with 
travail, And even as to Christ Jesus him- 
Selt in his mediatorial glory, (including h1s 
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victory and triumph, and the Kingdom 
which he has obtauined,) how much more 
glorious, how much more excellent and 
precious, for his having wrought it out 
by such agonles ! 

Friday, August 9.—One thing that miy 
be a good help towards thinking protitably 
in time of vacation or letsure 1s, that when 
I light on a profitable thought, I can tix 
my mind in order to follow it, as far as 
possIble, to advantage. 

Sabbath-day, after meeting, August 11.— 
Resolved always to do that winch I shall 
wish I had done, when I sece others do it. 
As tor instance, sometimes I argue with 
myselt, that such an act of good nature, 
kindness, iorbearance, or forg1vencess, &c. 
i5 not my duty, because it wil have uh 
and such consequences; yet, when I 8c 
others do it, then it appears amiable to me, 
and ] wish I had done it; and I see that 
210ne of these teared inconveniences (0 
follow, 

Tucsday, August 13.--I find it would 
be very much to my advantage to be 


thoroughly acquainted with the scriptures. 
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When IT am reading doctrinal books, or 
bouks of controversy, I can proceed with 
abundantly more confidence; can $ee upon 
what toundation I stand. 

PThursday, August 29.— The objection 
my corruptions make against doing what- 
ever my hand finds to do with my might 
's, that 1t 1s a constant mortification. Let 
tiits ohjection by no means ever prevall. 

Monday, September 2.—There is much 
folly when I am quite sure I am in the 
right, and others are positive 1n contra- 
dieting me, in entering into a vehement 
or 1tong debate upon it, 

Monday, September 23.—T observe that 
old men seldom have any advantage of 
new discoveries ; because these are beside 
a way of thinking they have been s0 long 
used to, Resolved, it ever I live to years, 
that I will be impartial to hear the reasons 
of ait pretended discoveries, and receive 
them, 1t rational, how long $0 ever I have 
been used to another way of thinking. 

Thursday, October 18.—To follow the 
example of Mr. B 


; "Sa: 
, Who, though he 


meets with great difticulties, yet under- 
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takes them with a smiling countenance, as 
though he thought them but little; an 
Speaks of them as it they were very 
Small. 

FThursday, November 26.—It 1s a most 
evil and pernicious practice in meditating 
on our afflictions, to ruminate on the ag- 
gravations of the aftiliction, and reckon up 
the evil circumstances thereof, dwelling 
long on the (dark $1de; it doubles and 
trebles the affliction. And $0, when speak- 
ing of them to others as bad as we can, 
and use our eloquence to set forth our own 
troubles; we thus are all the while making 
new trouble, and feeding the old ; whereas 
the contrary practice would starve our 
atilictions. If we dwelt on the hight side 
of things In our thoughts, and extenuated 
them all that posstþly we could when 
speaking of them, we should then think 
little of them ourselves; and the aftliction 
would really, in a great measure, vanish 
4Way. 

Thursday night, December 12. — If at 
any time I am forced to tell persons of 
that wherein I think they are something 
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to blame ; for avoiding the important evil 
that would otherwise ensue, resolved not 
to tell it them in such a manner, that there 
Shall be a probability of their taking 1t as 
the effect of little, fretting, angry emotions 
ot mind. 

December 31, at night. — Concluded 
never to suffer nor express any angry 
emotions of mind more or less, except the 
honour of God calis for it, in zeal for him, 
or to preserve myseif trom being trampled 
ON. 

Wednesday, Jan. 1, 1724.—Not to spend 
too much time in thinking even of 1m- 
portant and necessary worldly business. To 
allow every thing its proportion of thought, 
according to its urgency and unportance. 

Friday, Jan. 10. (Atter short-hand notes) 
Remember to act according to Prov. XI. 
23. .4 prudent man conceateth knowledge. 

Monday, Feb. 3.—Let every thing have 


the value now, that it will have on a sick 
bed; and frequently in my pursuits of 
whatever kind, let this come into my mind; 


* How much $hall I value this on my 
death bed -* ' 
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WednesGay, Feb. 5.—Have not in time 
past, in my prayers, insisted enough upon 
glorifying God in the world, and the ad- 
vancement of the kingdom of Chrnist, the 
prosperity of the church, and the good of 
men. Determined that this objection 1s 
vithout weight, viz. © That it is not likely 


that God will make great 1]terations in the 


whole world, and overturnings in kingdoms 
and nations, only tor the prayers of one 
obscure person, secing such things used to 
'e done In answer to the united, carnest 
prayers of the whole church ; and it my 
Prayers Should have some influence, 1t 
would be but imperceptible and small.” 

Thursday, Feb. 6.—More convinced than 
ever of the usetulness of religious conver- 
zation. I find by conversing on natural 
philoszophy, I gam knowledge abundantly 
taster, and see the reasons of things much 
clcarer, than in private study. Wherefore, 
res;lved earncstly to scek at all times for 
religious conversation ; and for those per- 
500s that I can with profit, delight, and 
freedom $0 converse with, 
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Sabbath-day, Feb. 23.--If I act accord- 
ing to my resolution, I shall deve riches 
no otherwise than as they are helpful to 
religion. But this I determine, as what 1s 
really evident from many parts of scripture, 
that to fallen man they have a greater ten- 
dency to hurt religion. 

Saturday, May 23.—How it comes about 
I know uot; but I have remarked 1t hitherto, 
that at those times when I have reac the 
;criptures most, I have evermore been most 
lively, and in the best frame, 

Saturday night, June 6.— This has been 
a remarkable week with me, with respect 
to despondencies, fears, perplexities, mul- 
titudes of cares and distraction of thought; 
being the week I came hither (to New- 
Haven) in order to entrance upon the 
othce of tutor of the college, I have now 
abundant reason to be convinced of the 
troublesomeness and perpetual vexation of 
the world. 

Tucsday, July 7.—When I am o1VINg 
tne relation of a thing, let me abstain from 
altering, either in the matter or manuer of 
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Speaking, $0 much, as that jt every one 
afterward should alter as much, 1t would at 
last come to be properly false. 

Tucsday, Sept. 2.—By a sparing diet, aud 
cating what is light and easy of digestion, 
I shail doubtless be able to think more 
clearly ; and shall gain time, 1st, By lengtn- 
ening my life; 2dly, Shall need l-ss time 
for digestion after meals; 3dly, Shall be 
able to study closer without wrong to 
my health ; 4thly, Shall need less time to 
Sleep; 5thly, Shall more seldom be trou- 
bled with the head-ach. 

Sabbath-day, Nov. 22.—Considering that 
by-standers always espy some faults which 
we do not see, or at least are not $0 fully 
Sens1ble of ourselves; for there are many 
Secret workings of corruption which escape 
our $ight, and others only are sensible of ; 
resolved, therefore, that I will, it I can by 
any convenient means, learn what faults 
others find 1n me, or waat tinngs they sec 
in me that appear any way blame-worthy, 
unloyely, or unbecoming. 
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SECT, III. 


Some Account of his Concersion, Experience, and 
Religious Exercises, written by himself. 


The foregoing extracts were written by 
Nr. Edwards when about twenty years of 
age, as appears by the dates. The judicious 
reader, therefore, keeping this in mind, wall 
make proper allowance for some tiungs 
which may appear like the productions of a 
young christian, both as to the matter, and 
the manner of expression. And indeed, 
the whole being taken together, these ap- 
parent blemishes have an important use. 
For hereby all seems more natural and 
genuine ; while the strength of his resolu- 
tion, the fervour of his mind, and a skill in 
discriminating divine things, 80 seldom 


tound even to old age, appear the more 
Striking. 


A picture of human nature 1 
Its present state, though highly improved 
by grace, cannot he a true resemblance of 
the original, if it be drawn all light, and no 

ades, In this view we shall be led to ad- 
ire Mr. Edwards's conscientious strictness, 
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Is Ciligence and zeal, his deep experience in 
50me particulars, and his accurate judgment 
respecting the most important parts of true 
religion, at $0 early a period of life, Tere 
we not only have the most convincing evI- 
dence of his sincerity 1n religion, and of 
15 engaging in a life devoted to God in 
go0d earnest, 50 as to make 1t his one 
creat busmness; but learn also, through his 
great attention to this matter, how in 
many instances he acquired the judgment 
and experience of grey hairs. 

Behold the commencement of a life $0 
eminently holy and usetul! Behold the 
views, the exercises, the resolutiuns of a 
man who became one of the greatest di- 
vines of his age; one who had the applause 
and admiration of America, Britain, Iol- 
land, and Germany, for his piety, judgment, 
and great usetulness. Behold here an ex- 
citement to the young, to devote them- 
Selves to God with great sincerity, and 
enter on the work of strict relivion without 
delay; and more cspectally, thnose who are 
looking forward towards the work of the 
ministry, Behold then, ye $tudents in 
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divinity, our future preachers and writers, 
the most ininediate and direct, yea the 
only way to answer the good ends which 
you profess to seek. © Go, ye, and do 
hkewise.” 

It is to be lamented, that there 1s $0 
much reason to think, there are few n- 
$tances of such early piety in our day. If 
the protestant world abounded with young 
persons of this stamp; young men, pre- 
paring for the work of the ministry with 
Such a temper, such exercises, and such re- 
Solutions, what a delightful prospect would 
he afforded of the near approach of happier 
days, than the church of God has ever yet 
Seen ! What pleasing hopes, that the great 
and merciful head of the church was about 
to send forth labourers, ſauithful, swccessful 
labourers into his harvest; and bless his 
people with © pastors which shall feed them 
with knowledge and understanding!” 

But it our youtn neglect all proper 1M- 
provement ot the mind; are fearful of Se- 
rIOUuSNeSS and Strict piety; choose to lYe 


at a distance from all appearance of it; and 
are addicted to worldly picasures; what a 
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gloomy prospect is exlubited! It they 
who enter upon the work of the ministry, 
from a gay, careless, and what may justly 
be called a vicious lite, betake themselves 
to a little superticial study of divinity, and 
S00n begin to preach; while all the ex- 
ternal seriousness and zeal they assume, 1s 
only from worldly motives; they being 
without any inward, experimental acquaint- 
ance with divine things, and even $0 much 
as any taste for true theology; no wonder 
if the people perish for lack of spiritual 
knowledge. 

But, as the best comment on the fore- 
going Resolutions and Diary; and that the 
reader may have a more full and instructive 
Survey of Mr. Edwards's entrance on a reli- 
g10us lite, and progress 1n it, as to the views 
and exercises of his mind, a brief account 
1s here inserted, which was found among 
his papers, in his own hand-writing; and 
which, 1t seems, was written nearly twenty 
years atter, for his own private advantage. 

** I had a variety of concerns and exCr- 
ctses about my $soul from my childhood; 
but had two more remarkable scasons of 
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awakening, betore T met with that change 
by which I was brought to those new dis 
positions, and that new sense of things, that 
I have since had. The first time was when 
I was a boy, some years before I went to 
college, at a time of remarkable awakening 
in my father's congregation. 1 was then 
very much affected tor many months, and 
concerned about the things of religion, and 
my soul's salvation; and was abundant in 
duties. I used to pray five times a day m 
Secret, and to spend much time in religious 
talk with other boys; and used to meet 
with them to pray together. I experienced 
I know not what kind of delight in re- 
lIivion. My mind was much engaged in it, 
and had much self-righteous pleasure; and 
it was my delight to abound in relig10us 
duties. I with some of my school-mates 


Joined together, and built a booth in a 


Swamp, m_ a very retired spot, for a place 
of prayer. —And besides, I had particular 
Secret places of my own in the woods, 
where I used to retire by myself; and was 
rom time to time much affected. My at- 
tections seemed to be lively and easly 
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moved, and I seemed| to be in my clement 
when engaged in religious duties, And I 
am ready to think, many are deceived with 
Such aftections, and such a kind of delight 
as I then had in religion, and mistake 1t 
for grace. 

*« But in process of time, my convictions 
and aftections wore oft; and I entirely lost 
all those affections and delights, and lett off 
Secret prayer, at least as to any constant 
performance of it; and returned like a dog 
to Is vomit, and went on in the ways of 
Sin. Indeed I was at times very uneasy, 
espectally towards the latter part of my 
time at college; when 1t pleased God to 
selze me with a pleurisy; in which he 
brought me nigh to the grave, and shook 
me over the pit of hell. And yet, it was 
not long after my recovery, betore 1 fell 
again into my old ways of sin. But Got 
would not sufter me to go on with any 
quictness; I had great and violent inward 
Struggles, till, atter many conflicts with 
wicked inclinations, repeated resolutions, 
and bonds that I laid myself under by a 
kind of vows to God, I was brought wholly 
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to break off all former wicked ways, and all 
ways of known outward sin ; and to apply 
myselt to scek salvation, and practise*many 
religious duties; but without that kind of 
affection and delight which I had formerly 
experienced, My concern now wrought 
more by inward struggles and conflicts, and 
selt-reflections. I made seeking my salva- 
tion the main business of my life. But yet, 
it seems to me, I sought after a miserable 
manner; which has made me sometimes 
Since to question, whether ever it 1s8ued 1n 
that which was saving; being ready to 
doubt, whether such miserable sceking ever 
$ucceeded. I was indeed brought to seek 
Salvation 11 a manner that I never was 
before; I felt a spirit to part with all 
things in the world, for an interest m 
Christ. My concern continued and pre- 
vailed, with many exercising thoughts and 
inward strugeles; but yet it never seemed 
to be proper to express that concern by the 
name of terror. 

* From my childhood up, my mind had 
been full of objections against the doctrine 
of God's Sovereignty, in choosing whom he 
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would to eternal life, and rejecting whom 
he pleasec; leaving them eternally to pertsh, 
and be everlastingly tormented in hell. It 
used to appear hike a hornble doctrine to 
ine. But I remember the time very well, 
when I seemed to be convinced, and ftuiiy 
Satisfied, as to this sovereignty of Go, ail 


his justice in thus eternally disosng of 


men, according to Iis Sovereign pleasure. 
But I never could give an account how, 
or by what means, I was thus convinced, 
not in the least nnagining at the time, nor 
a long time after, that there was any ex- 
traordinary mfluence of God's Spirit in it; 
but oniy that now I saw further, and my 
reas0n apprehended the justice and reason- 
ableness of it. However, my mind rested 
in it; and 1t put an end to all those cavils 
and objections. And there has been a won- 
derful alteration 1n my mint, with respect 
to the doctrine of God's sovereignty, from 
that day to this; 80 that I scarce ever have 
tound $0 much as the rising of an objection 
against it, in the most absolute sense. in 
God shewing mercy to whom he will shew 
mercy, and hardening whom he will, God's 
D 
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absolute sovereignty and justice, with re- 
Spect to salvation and damnation, 1s what 
my mind seems to rest assured of, as much 
as of any thing that I sce with my eyes; 
at least it is $0 at times. But I have often, 
Slnce that first conviction, had quite ano- 
ther kind of sense of God's sovereignty 
than I had then. I have often since had 
not only a conviction, but a delightful con- 
viction. The doctrine has very often ap- 
peared exceedingly pleasant, bright, and 
s8weet. Absolute sovereignty 1s what I 
love to ascribe to God. But my first con- 
viction was not 80. 

* The first instance that I remember of 
that sort of inward, sweet delight in God 
and divine things that I have hived much 
in since, was on reading those words, 1 Tim. 
1.17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
mnvisble, the only wise God, be honour and 


glory for ever and ever, Amen, As I read 


the words, there came into my $oul, and 
was as 1t were diffused through it, a sense 
of the glory of the Divine Being; a new 
sense, quite difterent from any thing I ever 


experienced before. Never any words of 


, 
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Scripture seemed to me as these words did, 
I thought with myselt, how exceilent a 
Being that was, and how happy I »hou'd 
be, it I might enjoy that God, and be 
wraptup to him in heaven, and he as it were 
swallowed up in him four ever! 1 kept 
Saying, and, as It were, $ NLINg over tive 
words of scripture to myseit; and went to 
pray to God that I might enjoy him, and 
prayed in a manner quite difterent from 
what I used to do; with a new sort of 
affection. But it never came into my 
thought, that there was any thing spiritual, 
or of a saving nature in this. 

* From about that time I began to have a 
new kind ot apprehensjons and ideas of Christ, 
and the work of redemption, and the glo- 
r10us way of salvation by him. An inward 
Sweet sense of these things, at times, came 
ito my heart; and my soul was led away 
in pleasant views and contemplations of 
them. And my mind was greatly engaged 
to spend my time in reading and medita- 
ting on Christ, on the heauty and excel- 
lency of his person, and the lovely way of 
salvation by free grace in him, 1 tound no 
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books $0 delightful to me as those that 
treated of these subjects. 'Those words, 


Cant. 11. 1. used to be abundantly with me, 
1 am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of 
the valliess The words seemed to me, 
sweetly to represent the loveliness and 
beauty of Jesus Christ. The whole book 
of Canticles uscd to be pleasant to me, and 
I used to be much in reading it, about that 
time; and found, from time to time, an 
inward sweetness, that would carry me 
away in my contemplations. This I know 
not how to express otherwise, than by a 
calm, sweet abstraction of soul from all the 
concerns of this world; and sometimes a 
kind of viston, or fixed udeas and 1magina- 
tions, of being alone in the mountains, or 
Some solitary wilderness, far from all man- 
kind, sweetly conversing with Christ, and 
wrapt and swallowed up in God. The sense 
I had of divine things, would often of a 
Sudden kindle up, as 1t were, a sweet burn- 
ing In my heart; an ardour of s0ul, that I 
know not how to express. 

** Not long after I first began to expec- 
r1ence these things, I gave an account to 
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my father of s0ome thinzs that had passed 
In my mind. I was pretty much afiected 
by the discourse we had together; and 
when the d:scourse was ended. I walked 
abroad alone, in a solitary place m my fa- 
ther's pasture, for contemplation. And as 
[ was walking there, and looking up on 
the sxy and clouds, there came into my 
mind $0 sweet a sense of the glorious md- 
Jesty and grace of God, that I know not 
how to express.—-I seemed to see them 
both in a sweet conunction; majesty and 
meekness joined together: it was a swect, 
and gentle, and holy majesty; and also a 
majestic meekness; an awtul sweetness; a 
Ingh, and great, and holy gentleness. 

© After this my sense of divine things gra-. 
dually increased, and became more and nore 
lively, and had more of that inward sweet- 
ness. The apearance of every thing was 
altered; there seemed to be, as it were, @ 
calm, sweet cast, or appearance of divine 
glory, in almost every thing, God's excel- 
lency, his wisdom, his purity,and love, Seemed 
to appear In every thing; in tie sun, moon, 
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and $stars; in the clouds, and blue skv; in the 
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orass, flowers, trees; in the water, and all 
nature; which used greatly to tix my mind, 
I often used to sit and view the moon tor 
continuance; and m the day, spent much 
time in viewing the clouds and sEy, to be- 
hold the sweet glory of God in these things: 
in the mean time, singing forth, with a low 
voice, my contemplations of the Creator 
and Redeemer. And scarce any thmg 
amonse all the works of nature, was $0 sweet 
to me as thunder and hghtning: formerly, 
nothing had been 80 terribie to me. Be- 
fore, I used to be uncommonly terrified 
with thunder, and to be struck with terror 
when I saw a thunder-storm rising; but 
now, on the contrary, it rejoiced me, I 
felt God, 50 to speak, at the first appear- 
ance of a thunder-storm ; and used to take 
the opportunity, at such times, to fix myselt 
in order to view the clouds, and sec the 
Iightnings play, and hear the majestic and 
awtul voice of God's thunder, which often- 
times was exceedingly entertaining, lead- 
Ing me to sweet contemplations of my 
great and glorious God. While thus en- 
vaged, it always scemed natural to me to 
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Sing, or chaunt forth my meditations; or, 
to speak my thoughts in soliloquies with a 
Singing VOICE. 

« I telt then great satisfaction, as to my 
good state; but that did not content me. 
I had vehement longings of soul after God 
and Christ, and after more holiness, where- 
with my heart scemed to be full and ready 
to break ; which often brought to my mind 
the words of the Psalinnst, - Ps:l. cxix. 28. 
My soul breaketh for the longing it hath. 
[ often felt a mourning and lamenting in 
my heart, that I had not turned to God 
S00ner, that I might have had more time 
to grow in grace. My mind was greatly 
fixed on divine things; almost perpetually 
in the contemplation of them. I spent 
most of my tune 1 thinking of divine 
things, year after year; often walking alone 
in the woods, and solitary places, for medi- 
tation, soliloquy, and prayer, and converse 
with God; and 1t was always my manner, 
at Such times, to sing forth my contempla- 
trons. 1 was almost constantly in ejacu- 
latory prayer, wherever I was. Prayer 
seemet to be natural to me, as the breath 
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by which the inward burnings of my heart 
bad vent. The delights which 1 now felt 
in the things of religion, were Or an Cx- 
ceedingly difterent kind from those betore- 
mentioned, that I had when a boy; and 
what 1 then had no more notion of, than 
one born blind has of pleasant and heautt- 
tul coiours. 'Tney were of a more 11ward, 
pure, $0ul-animativg, and refreshing nature. 
Those tormer delights never reached the 
heart; and did not arise from any sight of 
the divine excellency of the things of 
God; or any taste of the soul-satisiying 
and [1ie-giving good there 1s in them. 

* My sense of divine things seemed gra- 


dually to increase, till I went to preach at 


New York, which was about a year and a 
half atter they began; and while I was 
there, I telt them, very sensibly, in a much 
higher degree than I had done before. 
My longings after God and holiness were 
much increased. Pure and humble, holy 
and heavenly christianity, appeared ex- 
ceedingly amiable to me. I felt a burning 
desire to be in every thing a complete 
christian, and conformed to the blessed 
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image of Christ; and that I might live, in- 
all things, according to the pure, sweet,, 
aud blessed rules of the gospel. I had an 
eager thirsting afrer progress in these” 
things; which put me upon pursuing and: 
pressing after them. Ir was my continual 
Strife day and night, and constant inquiry, 
how I sLould be more holy, and {ve more 
holily, and more becoming a child of God, 
and a disciple of Christ. I now sought an 
increase of grace and hoiiness, and a holy 
lite, with much more carnestness than ever 
I s0nght grace before I hadl it. 1 used to 
ve continually examining myself, and 
<tudying and contriving for likely ways 
and means how I should Ive holily, with 
far greater diligence and earnestness than 
ever ] pursved any thimg in my life; but 
yet with too great a dependence on my 
own strength, which afterwards proved a 
great damage to me. My experience had 
not then taught me, as it has done since, 
my extreme tcehleness ani impotence, 
every manner of way; and the bottomless 
depths of secret corruption and deccit there 
were 11 my heart, However, I went on 
D 5 
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with my eager pursuit after more holiness 
and conformity to Christ. 

« The heaven I desircd was a heaven of 
holiness; to be with God, and to spend my 
eternity in divine love, and holy commu» 
nion with Christ. My mind was very much 
taken up with contemplations on heaven, 
and the enjoyments there; and living there 
in perfect holiness, humility, and love; and 
tt used at that time to appear a great part 
of the happiness of heaven, that there the 
$aints could express their love to Chrnist. It 
appeared to me a great clog and burden, 
that what I felt within, I could not express 
as I desired, The inward ardour of my 
80u] scemed to be hindered and pent up, 
and could not freely flume out as it would. 
I uced often to think, how in heaven this 
principle should frecly and fully vent and 
express itselt. lleaven appeared exceed- 
ingly delighttul, as a world of love ; and that 
all happmess consisted im living in pure, 
humble, heavenly, divine love. 

* I remember the thoughts I used then 
to have of holiness; and said sometimes to 
myself, © I do certainly know that I love 
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holiness, such as the gospel prescribes,” It 
appeared to me, that there was nothing 
it but what was ravishingly lovely ; the 
highest beauty and amiabicness—a dzwne 
beauty ; far purer than any thing here 
upon earth; and that every thing else 
was like mire and deftilement in comparisol 
of 1t. ; 

© Holiness, as TI then wrote down some 
of my contemplations on it, appeared to 
me to be of a sweet, pleasant, charming, 
Serene, calm nature; which brought an 1n- 
expressible purity, brightness, peacetulness 
and ravishment to the soul. In other words, 
that 1t made the soul hike a field or garden 
of God, with all manner of pleasant flowers; 
all pleasant, delightful, and undisturbed ; 
enjoying a sweet calm, and the gently vivi- 
fying beams of the sun. "The soul of a 
trac christian, as 1 then wrote my medita- 
tions, appeared like such a little white 
flower as we sce m the spring of tne year; 
low and humble on the ground, opening its 
bosom, to receive the pleasant beams of the 
SUN'S gory ; rejolcing, as 1t were, in a calm 
rapture; diftusing around a sweet tragrancy ; 
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standing peaceſully and lovingly, in the 
midst of other flowers round about; all in 
like manner opening their bosoms, to drink 
in the light of the sun. There was no 
part of creature-holiness, that I had s0 
oreat a sense of its loveliness, as humility, 
brokenness of heart, and poverty of spirtt ; 
and there was nothing that I 80 earnestly 
longed for. My heart panted after this,—- 
to lie low before Gol, 2s in the dust; that 
I might be nothing, and that God might 
be Atl, that I might become as a little 
child. 

* While at New York, I sometimes was 
much aftected with reflections on my past 
life, cons1dering how late it was before I 
began to be truly religious; and how 
wickedly I had lived till then : and once 
80 as to weep abundantly, and for a const- 
derable time together. 

* On January 12, 1728, I made a solemn 
dedication of myself to God, and wrote 1t 
down; giving up wyself, and all that I had, 
to God; to be for the tature in no respect 
my own; to act as one that had no right 
to himself, in any respect. And I soiemmly 
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vowed to take God for my whole portion 
and felicity ; looking on nothing else as 
any part of my happiress, nor acting us it 
it were; and his law tor the constant rule 
of my obedience: engaging to fight with 
all my might, against the world, the tlesh, 
and the devil, to the end of my lite. But I 
tave reason to be infinitely humbled, when 
I consider, how much 1 have fuled of 
answering my obligation. 

* I had then abundance of sweet reli- 
g10us conversation in the famity where I 
lived, with Mr. John Smith and his pious 
mother. My heart was knit in aitection to 
those in whom were appearances of true 
piety ; and I could bear the thoughts ot no 
other companions, but sucn as were holy, 
and the disciples of the blessed Jesus. TI 
had great longings tor the advancement of 
Christ's kingdom in the world ; and my 
secret prayer used to be, in great part, 
taken up 118 praying for it, If I heard the 
least hint of any thing that happened, in 
any part of the world, that appeared, in 
$0me respect or other, to have a fayourable 
aspect on the 1nterest of Christ's kingdom, 
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my $oul eagerly catched at it; and it would 
much animate and refresh me. LI used to 
be eager to read public news-letters, mainly 
for that end; to see 1t I could not find 
Some news favourable to the interest of 
religion in the world. 

« 1 very frequently used to retire into a 
Solitary place, on the banks of Hudson's 
River, at some distance from the city, for 
contemplation on divine things, and secret 
converse with God; and had many sweet 
hours there. Sometimes Mr. Smith and I 
walked there together, to converse on the 
things of God; and our conversation used 
to turn much on the advancement of Christ's 
kingdom m the world, and the glorious 
things that God would accomplish for his 
church mm the latter days. I had then, and 
at other times, the greatest delight in the 
holy scriptures, of any book whatsoever. 
Ottentimes in reading it, every word seemed 
to touch my heart. I felt a harmony be- 
twecn Something in my heart, and those 
Sweet and powerful words, I scemed often 
to s8ee 50 much light exhibited by every 
zentence, and such a retreshing food com- 


PRESIDENT EDWARDS. G3 


municated, chat I could not get along mn 
reading; often dweliing long on one sen- 
tence, to see the wonders contained in 1t ; 
and yet almost every sentence seemed to 
be full of wonders. 

«© ] came away from New York in the 
month of April, 1723, and had a most bitter 
parting with Madam Smith and her s0n. My 
heart seemed to sink within me at leaving 
the family and city, where I had enjoyed 
80 many sweet and pleasant days. I went 
trom New York to Weathersfield, by water : 
and as I sailed away, I kept $ight of the 
city as long as I could. However, that 
night atter this sorrowful parting, I was 
oreatly comforted in God at Westchester, 
where we went ashore to lodge; and. had a 
plcasant time of 1t all the voyage to Say- 
brook. It was sweet to me to think of 
meeting dear christians 1m hcaven, where 
we should never part more, At Saybrook 
we went ashore to lodge on Saturday, and 
there kept the Sabbath; where I had a 
sweect aud refreshing season, walking alone 
in the fields. 
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| lat *& After I came home to Windsor, I 
-k remained much in a like frame of mind, as 
Wi: when at New York; only some:1mes I felt 
| my heart ready to snk with the thoughts 
| of my friends at New York. Aly support 
Ws: was in contemplations on the heavenly 
State; as I find in my Diary of May 1, 1725. 
| It was a comfort to think of that state, 
where there 1s fulness of joy ; where reigns 
Wells heavenly, calm, and delightful love, without 
ally; where there are continually the 
( dearest express10ns of this love; where 
k is the enjoyment of the persons loved, with- 
out ever parting; where thosc persons who 
appear $0 lovely in this world, will really 
be inexpressibly more lovely, and full of 
love to us. And how sweetly will the 
mutual lovers join together to sing the 
1 | praises of God and the Lamb! How will 
(| it fill us with joy to think, that this enjoy- 
| | ment, these sweet exercises, will never 
4 cease, but will last to all eternity !—I con- 
= tinued much in the same frame, in the 
; general, as when at New York, till I went 
j t9 Newhaven as tutor of the college ; par- 
R 
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cenlarly once at Bolton, on a journey from 
Boston, while walking out alone 1n the 
fields, After I went to Newhaven I sunk 
11 religion; my minis being diverted from 
my eager pursuits after holiness, by some 
aitairs that greatly perplexed and distracted 
my thoughts, 

* In September, 1725, I was taken 1ll 
it Newhaven, and while endeavouring to 
;0 home to Windsor, was $0 1ll at the 
North Village, that I could go no further ; 
where I lay sick for about a quarter of a 
year. In this sickness God was pleased to 
visit me again with the sweet intluences of 
his Spirit. My mind was greatly engaged 
there on divine, pleasant contemplations, 
and longings of soul. I observed that 
those who watched with me, would often 
be looking out wishtully tor the morning : 
which brought to my mind those words of 
the Psalmist, and which my soul with de- 
light made 1ts own language, Jiy ou! 
waiteth jor the Lord, more than they ihat 
watch jor the morning, 1 s&y, tore than they 
that watch jor the morning ; and Wwaen the 
light of day came I at the wWindvws 1t 
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refreshed my soul from one morning to 
another. It scemed to be some image of 
the light of God's glory. 

©] remember, about that time, I used 
oreatly to long for the conversion of some 
that I was concerned with; I could gladly 
honour them, and with delight be a servant to 
them, and lie at their feet, 1f they were but 
truly holy. Bnt, some time after this, I 
was again greatly diverted in my mind 
with some temporal concerns that exceed- 
ingly took up my thoughts, greatly to the 
wounding of my soul; and went on 
through various exercises, that 1t would be 
tedious to relate, which gave me much 
more experience of my own heart than ever 
I had before. 

** Since I came to this town,* I have 
often had sweet complacency in God, in 
views of his glorious perfections, and the 
excellency of Jesus Christ. God has ap- 
peared to me a glorious and lovely being, 
chietly on the account of his holiness. The 
holiness of God has always appeared to 
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me the most lovely of all his attributes. 
The doctrines of God's absolute sovereignty, 
and free grace, in 5hewing mercy to whom 
he would shew mercy ; and man's absolute 
dependence on the operations of God's 
Holy Spirit, have very often appeared to 
me as sweet and glorious doctrines. 'These 
doctrines have been much my delight. 
God's sovereignty has ever appeared to me 
great part of his glory. It has often been 
my delight to approach God, and adore 
11m as a sovereign God, and ask sovereign 
mercy of him. 

*& I have loved the doctrines of the 
oospel; they have been to my $oul like 
green pastures. The gospel has seemed to 
me the richest treasure ; the treasure that 
I have most desired, and longed that it 
might dwell richly in me. The way of 
Salvation by Christ has appeared, in a ge- 
neral way, glorious and excellent, most 
pleasant and most beautiful. It has often 
seemed to me, that 1t would, 11 a great 
measure, Spoil heaven, to receive it 1h any 
other way. Jhat text has often been 
altecting and delignttul to me, Isa. xxx11. 2. 
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A man $hall be as an hiding place from the 
wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers 
of water in a dry place; as the shadow of y 
great rock in a weary land. 

* It has often appeared to me delightful, 
to be united to Christ; to have him tor 
my head, and to be a member of his body; 
als0 to have Christ for my teacher and 
prophet. I very often think with sweet- 
ness, and longings, and pantings of soul, 
of being a little child, taking hold of Christ, 
to be led by him through the wilderness of 
this world. That text, Matt. xvii. 3. has 
often been sweet to me, Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye Shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven, 1 
love to think of coming to Christ, to receive 
S1ivation of him, poor in $pirit, and quite 
empty of selt, humbly exalting him alone: 
cut off entirely from my own root, in order 
to grow mto, and out of Christ : to have 
Gud in Christ to be all in all; and to live 
by faith on the Son cf God, a life of 
numble, unfeigned confidence in him. That 
$cripture has often been sweet to me, 
Psal. exv. 1. Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
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1s, but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truth's sake. And those 
words of Christ, Luke, x. 21. Un that 
hour Jesus rejoiced in g8pirit, and $aid, 1 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes : even 80, Father, for s0 it seemed 
good in thy sight. That sovereignty of God 
which Christ rejoiced in, seemed to me 
worthy of such joy; and that rejoicing 
Seemed to shew the excellency of Christ, 
and of what spirit he was. 

* Sometimes, only mentioning a single 
wore] caused my heart to burn within me; 
or only seeing the name of Christ, or the 
name of some attribute of God. And God 


has appeared glorious to me, on account of 


the Trinity. It has made me have exalting 
thoughts of God, that he subsists in three 
persons; Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
The sweetest joys and delights I have ex- 
perienced, hive not been those that have 
arisen from a hope of my own good estate, 
but in a direct view of the glorious things 
of the gospel. When I enjoy this sweet- 
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ness, it Seems to carry Mme above the 
thoughts of my own estate ; 1t seems at 
Such times a loss that I cannot bear, to 
take off my eye from the glorious, pleasant 
object I bchold without me, to turn my 
eye In upon myselt, and my own good 
estatc. 

«* My heart has been much on the ad- 
vancement of Christ's kingdom in the 
world. "The histories of the past advance- 
ment of Christ's kingdom have been sweet 
to me, When I have read histories of past 
ages, the pleasantest thing in all my read- 
ing has been, to read of the kingdom ot 
Christ being promoted. And when I have 
expected, 1m my reading, to come to any 
Such thing, I have rejoiced in the prospect, 
all the way as I read. And my mind has 
been much entertained and delighted with 
the scripture promises and prophecies, 
which relate to the future glorious advance- 
ment of Christ's kingdom upon earth. 

* I have s0metimes had a sense of the 
excellent tulness of Christ, and his meet- 
ness and s8vitableness as a Saviour ; whereby 
he has appeared to me, far aboye all, the 
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chief of ten thousands. His blood and 
atonement have appeared sweet, and his 
righteousness sweet; Which was always 
accompanied with ardency of $spirit; and 
inward strugglings and breathings, and 
groanings that cannot be uttered, to be 
emptied of myself, and swallowed up in 
Christ. 

* Once, as I rode out into the woods 
for my health, in 1737, having alighted 
from my horse 1n a retired place, as my 
manner commonly has been, to walk for 
divine contemplation and prayer, I had a 
view, that for me was extraordinary, of the 
glory of the Son of God, as Mediator he- 
tween God and man, and his wonderful, 
ereat, full, pure and sweet grace and love, 
and meek and gentle condescension. This 
orace that appeared s0 calm and sweet, 
appeared also great above the heavens. 
'The person 0i Christ appeared ineftably 
excellent, with an excellency great enough 
to SWaliow up all thought and conception 
—\WwhI1Ccl continued, as near as I can judge, 


about-an hour ; winch kept me, the greater 


part of the time, in a flood of tears, and 


= - 

_ 4 ” # 

% Se. 
ES x 855-of Bs Ye - 


_ 


wy © '# EN 
* ma 
oE 6: Ribas 


-—_ 
a 
'®. Di 


WW PR = 
og” Pa go 
o te Rs 
7 


A, es 0 


2-4 
pom. wy 


ee 
——_” 


pon Me RE: 


ow” __— 
Ee ar 


2 PIE 


TOR CUI toms” 


y 


__ 


# AC Lon Or OP" "ITE 
nh ors jy FE. 
Hef MACK Db wes 
; _—_ Ro OE 
al Sion ae Sf ap 
_ = of » I = 


ag gs 


- F# 


Xt ee 4 ws OY : 
Y. Ab _ MS 
: V=-"; 
Io. E 
KT = 
$f 27 

& ny 


MRS... - ER; h #. —— _ 4 A 


_ ” = d 
£ SF, <4 4-4 py - — ay = * y = - 
EE ns tg SE Re IE EI INES. OE 

: $0 . hy Sth nts =. Mgr ES 26 os GOT EE 

IPD IEP 4, As” 6 % gs II CY FAY OE ns Cs . _ + 

PPE , 4 - b, "Y —— hog — __ 7 * 
A in. OT I. gg ont * m0, - "toe SE... 


{2 THE LIFE OF 


weeping aloud, I felt an ardency of sou| 
to be, what I know not otherwise how tg 
express, emptied and anmhilated ; to he jn 
the dust, and to be tull of Christ alone; to 
love him with a holy and pure love; to 
trust in him; to live upon him; to serve 
and follow him; and to be perfectly sanc- 
tified and made pure, with a divine and 
heavenly purity. I have, several other 
times, had views very much of the same 
nature, and which have had the same 
eftects. 

i I have, many times, had a sense of the 
glory of the third person in the Trinity, 
Is office of Sanctifier; in his holy opera- 
tions, communicating divine light and lite 
to the soul. God, in the communications 
of his Holy Spirit, has appeared as an infi- 
nite tountain of divine glory and sweet- 
ness; being full, and sufficient to fill and 
Satisfy the Soul; pouring forth itself m 
Sweet communications; like the $un 1 
its glory, sweetly and pleasantly diffusing 
light and lite. And I have sometimes had 
an attecting s8ense of the excellency of the 
word of God, as a word of life: as the 
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ight of lite; a 8weet, excellent, lie-giving 
word; accompanied with a thursting after 
that word, that 1t might dwell richly m my 
heart. 

« Often, sjnce I lived in this town, I have 
had very affecting views of my own sinful- 
ness and vileness; very trequently to such 
a degree as to hold me in a kind of loud 
weeping, sometimes for a considerable time 
together; so that I have often been forced 
to shut myself up. I have had a vastly 
ereater sense of my own wickedness, and 
the badness of my heart, than ever I had 
before my conversion.* It has often ap- 


* Mr. Edwards does not 5ay, that he had more wicked- 
ness, and badness of heart, after his conversion, than he 
had before; but that he had a greater sense thereof. Thus 
a blind man may have his garden full of noxious weeds, and 
yet not see or be sensible of them. But should the garden 
be in great part cleared of these, and furnisghed with many 
beautiful and salutary plants; and snpposing the owner 
now to have the power of discrimunating objects of sight ; 
in this case, he would hare less, but would see, and have a 
gense of more, And thus it was that St. Panl, though 
greatly freed from sin, yct saw and felt himself as © the 
chief of smners.” To which may be added, that the better 
the organ, and the clearer the light may be, the stronger 
w1ll be the sense excited þy sin or hcliness, 
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Suitable for them, yet it would be x 
viie selft-exaltation 1n me, not to be the 
lowest in humility of all mankind. Others 
Speak of their longing to be © humbled to 
the dust; that may be a proper expression 
for them, but I always think of myself, that 
I ought (and it 1s an express1on that has 
long bcen natural for me to use 1n prayer) 
* to lie infinitely low before God,” And it 
1s affecting to think, how 1gnorant I was, 
when a young christian, of the bottomless, 
infinite depths of wickedness, pride, hypo- 
crisy, and deceit, left in my heart. 

** I have a much greater sensc of my 
universal, exceeding dependence on God's 
grace and strength, and mere good plea- 
Sure, of late, than I used formerly to have; 
and have expericnced more of an abhor- 
rence of my own righteousness. 'The very 
thought of any joy arising in me, ON any 
consideration of my own amiableness, petr- 
tormances, or experiences, or any 200dness 
of heart or lite, 1s nauseous and detestable 
to me. And yet I am greatly afflicted with 
a proud and self-righteous Spirit, much more 
SEnSIbly than I used to be formerly, 1 see 


PRESIDENT EDWARDS. ir 


that serpent rising and putting forth its 
head continually, every where, all around 
me. 

« Though it seems to me, that, in some 
respects, I was a far better christiin, for 
two or three years after my first convers1on, 
than I am now; and hved in a more con- 
Stant delight and pleasure; yet, of late 
years, I have had a more full and constant 
sense of the absolute sovercignty of God, 
and a delight in that sovereignty ; and have 
had more of a sensc of the glory of Christ, 
as a mediator revealed in the gospel. On 
one Saturday night, in particular, I had 
such a discovery of the excellency of the 
gospel above all other doctrines, that I 
could not but say to myself, © This 18 my 
chosen light, my chosen doctrine:” and of 
Christ, © 'Fhis 1s my chosen Prophet.” It 
appeared sweet, beyond all expression, to 
follow Christ, and to be taught, and en- 
Iightened, and instructed by him; to learn 
oft him, and live to hum. Another Saturday 
night, (Jan. 1739) I had such a sense, how 
Sweet and blessed a thing 1t was to walk in 
the way of duty; to do that which was right 
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and meet to be done, and agreeable to the 
holy nid of God; that 1t caused me to 
break forth into a kind of loud weeping, 
which held me some time, $0 that I was 
forced to snut myself up, and fasten the 
doors, I could not but, as 1t were, cry out 
* How happy are they which do that which 
is right in the sight of God! They are 
blessed indeed, they are the happy ones! 1 
had, at the same time, a very affecting scnse, 
how mect and suitable it was that God 
Should govern the world, and order all 
things according to his own pleasure; and I 
rejoiced in it, that God reigned, and that 
his will was done.” 


—__Emmen_——_— 


CHAP. UL. 


Ilis general Deportment, particularly while at 
Northampton. 


Is the first chapter of these Memoirs, we 
have seen that Mr. Edwards, having taken 
his Master's degree, was very $00n invited 
to be tutor of the college where he received 
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his education, and which conferred upon 
him that degree; a clear indication that the 
managers had a high opinion of his talents 
and qualifications, when only in the twenty- 
first year of his age. It must be own«d, 
that this was an engagement of great con- 
Sequence for $0 young a man; espectally, 
considering that no small portion of his 
time had been devoted to ministerial occu- 
pations, and the requisite preparatory $tuches 
which relate exclusively to that important 
business. But the strength of Jis mind 
overcame dithculties, which to the gene- 
rality of students appear insuperable. It 
must be allowed, indeed, that Mr. Edwards 
was not in what some call the highest class 
of learned men; for his time, his means, 
and his duties, aid not allow of such an at- 
tainment. We $hould recollect, however, 
what Mr. Locke somewhete very properly 
obscrves, that though men of much reading 
* are greatly {earned, yet they may be but 
little knowimg.” In some Situations and CIr- 
cumstances, he might have been a great 
linguist, a profound mathematician, a dis- 
tinguished natural philosophcr; but, (with- 
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out any designed reflection on those who 
excel in these or any other branches of 
literature and science,) he was far more 
happily employed, both for himsel; and 
others, In tact, he has given proots ot a 
mind 80 uncommonly vigorous and enlight- 
ened, that it 1s rather a matter of joy it was 
not engrossed by studies, which would have 
rendered him only the admiration of a tew, 
but prevented him from producing those 
works winch are of universal importance, 
and in which he appears as the 1nstructor 
of all. He had, in short, the best and sub- 
limest kind of knowledge, without being 
too much encumbered with what was un- 
necessary, or but little compatible with his 
calling. 

We have aiso seen that Mr. Edwards re- 
Signed the office of tutor at Yale College, 
when he had been there, in that capacity, a 
little more than two years, in consequence 
of an invitation from Northampton, in Mas- 
8achusets, in order to assist his motiter's 
father, the aged and venerable Mr. Stod- 
dard.—In the present chapter, we propose 
to detail his general demeanour, more 
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particularly while at this place ; which, in 
connection with the uncommon revival of 
religion there, of which he was the happy 
and honoured instrument, 1s a very interest- 
ing period of his life. 

He who enters into the true spirit of Mr. 
Edwards's writings, and espectially of the 
ample extracts we have given from his pri- 
vate papers, cannot question that he made 
concience of private devotion ; but as he 
made a secret of such exercises, nothing 
can be said of them but what his papers 
discover, and what may be fairly inferred 
from circumstances. It appears, by his 
Diary, that im his youth he determined to 
practise secret prayer more than twice a 
day, when circumstances would ailow ; and 
there 1s much evidence that he was fre- 
quent and punctual in that duty, often 
kept days of fasting and prayer, and set 
apart portions of time for devout medita- 
tions on $piritual and eternal things, as 
part 0i his religious exercises 11 Tetire- 
ment, 

So tar as it can be known, he was much 
on Iis knees in secret, and in deyoutly 
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reading God's word, and meditation upon 
it. Aud his constant svlemn converse 
with God in these exercises, made his face, 
as it were, to s$hine before others. Bis 
appearance, his countenance, his words, 
and whole demeanour, (though without 
any thing of attected grimace, Or $0ur 
austerity,) were attended with a serious- 
ness, gravity, and solemnity, which were 
the genuine indications of a deep, abiding 
sense of divine things on his mind, and of 
his living constantiy in the fear of Gol. 
Agreeably to his resoiutions, he was very 
careful and abstemious in eating and drink- 
Ing; as doubtless was necessery for $0 great 
a Student, and a person of s0 delicate a make 
as he was, in order to be comfortuble and 
useful. When he had, by careful observa- 
tion, found what kind, and what quantity 
of diet hest suited his constitution, and 
rendered him most fit to pursue his work, 
he was very $trict and exact in complying 
with it, In this respect he !ived by rule; and 
herein he constantly practised great selt- 
denial; which he als did in his constant 
early riSlug, in 


2, order to redeem time for 
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Study. He accustomed himselt to rise at 
four, or between tour and five, in the 
Morning. 

Though he was of a tcender constitution, 
yet tew students are capabie of a closer or 
longer application, than he was. He com- 
monly spent thirteen hours, every day, 11 
tis Study. His uual recreation 1n Summer, 
was nding on horseback and walking, 
He would commonly, unless prevented by 
company, ride two or three miles after 
dinner to some lonely grove, were he would 
dismount and waik a while. At such 
times he generally carried his pen and 
ink with him, to note any thought that 
might be suggested, and which promised 
Some light on any important subject, In 
the winter, he was wont, almost daily, 
to take an axe, and chop wood, mole- 
rately, tor the space of halt an hour or 
More. 

He had an uncommon thurst for know- 
ledge, in the pursuit of which he spared 
no cost or pains. He read all the books, 
espccialiy books of divinity, that he could 
procure, from which he might hope to de- 
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rive any aid in his pursuit of knowledge. 
And in this he did not confine Jumself to 
authors of any particular sect or denomt- 
nation; but even took much pains to ob- 
tain the works of the most noted writers 
who advanced a scheme of divinity most 
opposite to his own principles. But he 
3tudied the bible more than all other books, 
and more than most other divines do. His 
uncominon acquaintance with the scriptures 
appears in his sermons, and in most of his 
publications; and his great attention mn 
Studying them 1s manitest in his manuscript 
notes upoua them ; of which a more particular 
account, will be given hereafter. He. drew 
his religious principles from the bible, and 
not from any human system or body ot 
divinity, "Though his principles were 
Catoinstic, yet he called no man Father. 
He thought and judged for himself, and was 
truly very much of an original. Reading 
was not the only method he took to nn- 
prove his mind; he was much given to 
writing, without which, probably, no stu- 
dent can make improvements to the best 
advantage, Agreeably to Resolution 11th, 
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he applied Iimself, with all his might, to 
find out the truth : he scarchea tor under- 
Standing and knowledge as for s1lver, and 
digged for 1t as for hid treasures. Every 
thought, on any subject, which appeared to 
him worth pursuing and prescrving, he 
prosecuted as far as he then could, with a 
pen 1n his hand, Thus he was all his days, 
like the busy bee, collecting from every 
opening flower, and storing up a stock of 
knowledge, which was indeed sweet to lum, 
as the honey and the honey-comb. And 
as he advanced in years and in knowledge, 
Luis pen was more and more employed, 
and his manuscripts grew much faster on 
Is hands, 

He was thought by some, who had but 
a Slight acquamtance with him, to be stiff 
and unsociable; but this was owing to 
the want of greater intimacy. Ie was not, 
indeed, a man of many words, and was 
Somewhat reserved among strangers, and 
those on whose candour and friendship he 
did not know he could rely. And this was 
probably owing to two things. First, the 
strict guard he $sct over his tongue from 
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his youth, which appears by his re<olutions, 
taking great care never to use It in any 
way that might prove mischievous to any; 
never to $7 with Its tongue ; nor to employ 
it in idle, trivial, and inpertincut talk, 
winch generally makes up a great part of 
tne conversation of those who are tu!l of 
words in all companies. He was sensible 
that, in the multitude of words, there 
wanteth not sin; and therefore refrained 
his lips, and habituated himself to tink 
before he spoke, and to propose $0me good 
end even in all his words; which led him 
to be, above others, conformabiy to an apos- 
tolic precept, slow to peak. Secondly, this 
was in part the effect of his bodily constt- 
tution, He possessed but a comparatively 
Small tund of animal lite; his spirits were 
low, and he had not the strength of lungs 
that would be necessary in order to make 
him what might be called an affable, face- 
tious gentleman, in all companies. They 
who have a great flow of animal spirts, 
and 80 can $peak with more ease and less 
expence than others, may doubtless law- 
tully practise free conversation in all com- 
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panies for a lower end, e. g. to pleas, or 
to render themselves acceptable. But not 
80, he who has not such a stock; 1t be- 
comes him to reserve What he has for 
higher and more important service. Be- 
Sides, the want of animal spirits lays a man 
under a natural inability of exercising that 
freedom of conversation, at all times, and 
in whatever company he 1s, which those of 
more life naturally ghlde into; and th 

vreatest degree of a socilable disposition, 
humility and benevolence, will not remove 
this obstacle. 

He was not forward to enter into any dis- 
pute among strangers, and in companies 
where there might be persons of different 
sentiments ; beliig SensStble, that such dis- 
putes are generally unprofitable, and often 
Sinful, and of bad consequence, He thought 
be could dispute to the best advantage 
with his pen; yet he was always free to 
give his sentiments on any subject proposed 
to him, and to remove any difliculties or 
objections offered by way of enquiry, as 
lying in the way of what he looked upon 
to be the truth, DÞut how groundless the 
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imputation of $f” and wnsoctable was, his 
intimate and tried friends best knew, They 
always found him easy of access, kind and 
condescending ; and though not talkative, 
yet affable and free. Among such whose 
candour and friendship he had experienced, 
he threw off reserve, and was most open 
and frank; quite patient of contradiction, 
wile the utmost opposition was made to 
his sentiments, that could be by any piau- 
Sible arguments or objections. And indeed, 
he was, on all occaslons, quite s$0Ctable and 
free with all who had any special Þusiness 
with him. 

In his family, he practised that consc1- 
entious exactness which was cons|P1cuous 
in all his ways. He maintained a gieat 
esteem and regard for his amiable and ex- 
cellent consort. Much of the tender and 
kind was expressed in his conversation with 
her, and conduct towards her. He was 
wont irequently to admit her iaro his study, 
and converse freely with her on matters of 
rehigion; and he used comimoniy to pray 
with her in lus Study, at least once a day, 
unless Something extraordinary prevented. 
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The time tor this, commonly, was just be- 
tore going to bed, after prayer 1n the 
family. As he rose very early himself, he 
was wont to have lis family up betimes in 
the morning ; atter which, before they en- 
tered on the business of the day, he attended 
on family prayer: when a chapter in the 
bible was read, commonly by candle-light 
in the winter; upon which he asked his 
children questions according to their age 
and capacity ; and took occasion to explain 
$50me passages 1n it, or enforce any duty 
recommended, &c, as he thought most 
proper. 

He was careful and thorough in the go- 
vernment of his children; and, as a conse- 
quence of this, they reverenced, esteemed, 
and loved him. He took special care to 
begin his government of them 1n good time. 
When they first discovered any consider- 
able degree of selt-will and stubbornness, 
he would attend to them till he had tho- 
roughly subdued them and brought them 
to Submit. Such prudent discipline, excr- 
cised with the greatest calmness, being 
repeated once or twice, was generally sut- 
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closely, about their gouls' concerns; and 
ty give them warning, exhortation, and 
direction, as he 5aw need, He took much 
pans to instruct them in the principles of 
religion; in which he made use of the 
Azrembly's Shorter Catechism :; not merely 
by taking care that they learned 1t by 
heart; but by leading them into an under- 
standing of the doctrines therein taught, 
by asking them questions On cach answet, 
and explaining it to them. THis usual time 
to attend to this was on the eyening before 
the Sabbath. And, as he hclieved that the 
Sabbath, or holy time, began at sun-set 
the evening before the day, he ordered 118 
Family to fins) all their secular business ÞY 
that time, or before ; when all were called 
together, 


a pSulm was Sung, and prayer 
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offered, as an introduction to the sanctifica- 


F 
tion of the Sabbath. "This care and exact- In 
ness effectually prevented that intruding on VE 
holy time, by attending to secular business, 3 
which is too common even in families where $4 


the evening before the Sabbath is pretended 
to be observed. 

He was a great enemy to young people's 
unseasonable associating together for vain 
amusements, which he regarded as a dan- 
gerous step towards corrupting and bring- 
ing them to ruin. And he thought the 
excuse many parents make for tolerating 
their children 1n 1t, (viz. that it 1s the cus- 
tom, and the children of others practise it, 
which renders 1t difficult, and even 1mposs- 
bie to impose restraint,) was insufficient and 
frivolous; and maniſested a great degree 
of stupidity, on supposttion that the prac- 
tice was hurtful and pernicious to their 
80uls. And when his cluldren grew up, 
he found no diftticulty in restraining them 
from this mischievous custom ; but they 
cheertully complied with the will of their 
parents. He allowed none of his children 
to be trom home after nine o'clock at night, 
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Mes when they went abroad to see their friends hi 

| { and companions ; neither were they per Tr 
ff mitted to sit up much after that time, in his a 
i own house, when any came to make them a 8 
visit. If any gentleman desired acquaint- I 
BE ance with his daughters, after handsomely : 
introducing humselt, by properly consulting 


the parents, he was allowed all proper op- 
portunity for it; but was not to intrude on 
the proper hours of rest and sleep, nor the 
religion and order of the family. 

He had a strict and inviolable regard to 
justice in all his dealings with his neigh- 
bours, and was very careful to provide 
things honest in the sight of all men; $0 
that scarcely a man had any dealings with 
him, that was not conscious of his upright- 
| $0960 ness. le appeared to have a sacred regard 
| Ig Th to truth in his words, both in promises and 
| | narrations, agreeably to his resolutions: 
This doubtless was one reason why he was 
not $0 tull of words as many are, No man 
teared to rely on his veracity. 
it He was cautious in choosing his intimate 
| Jriends, and therefore had not many that 
aght properly be called such; but to then! 
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he shewed himself friendly in a peculiar 
manner. He was indeed a faithful friend, 
and able above most others to keep a 
Secret. To them he discovered himselt 
more than to others, led them into his views 
and ends, and to the reasons of his conduct in 
particular instanccs : by which they had 
abundant evidence that he well understood 
human nature; and that his general reserve, 
and many particular istances of lis deport- 
ment, which a stranger might 1mpute to 
ignorance of men, were really owing to 
his uncommon knowledge of mankind. 

His conversation with his friends wa 
always highly profitable; in this he was 
remarkable, and almost singular, — He 
was not wont to spend his time with them 
1 scancal, evil-speaking, and back-biting, 
or 11 foolish jesting, 1dle chat, and telling 
Stories; but his mouth was that of the just, 
winch bringeth forth wisdom, and whose 
lips dispense knowledge. Ilis tongue was 
as the pen of a ready writer, while he con- 
versed about important, heavenly, divine 
things, which his heart was $0 full of, m 
wich a natural and free manner, as to be 
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most entertaining and instructive ; $0 that 
none of his friends could enjoy his company 
without information and profit, unless it was 
by their own fault. 

His great benevolence to mankind diy 
covered itself, among other ways, by the 
uncommon regard he shewed to liberality, 
and charity, to the poor and distressed, 
He strongly recommended this, both in 
his public discourses and private conver- 
s$ation. He often declared it to be his 
opinion, that professed christians in these 
days are greatly deficient in this duty; and 
much more 80 than in most other parts of 


external christianity. He often observed 


how much this is spoken of, recommended, 
and encouraged in the holy scripture, 
especnlly in the New Testament. And it 
was his opinion, that every particular church 
ought, by frequent and liberal contributions, 
to maintain a public stock, that might be 
ready for the poor and necessitous members 
of that church: and that the principal 
business of deacons is to take care of the 
poor, in the faithful and judicious distrl- 
bution and improvement of the church's 
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temporals, lodged in their hands. And he 
did not content himselt with only recom- 
mending charity to others, but practised 1t 
much himselt: though, according to his 
Master's advice, he took great care to conceal 
his acts of benevolence; by which means, 
doubtless, most of his alms-deeds will be 
unknown till the resurrection, but which, 
if known, would prove him to be as great 
an instance of charity as almost any that 
can be produced. This is not mere con- 
Jecture, but 1s evident many ways. He 
was forward to give on all public occas!ons 
ot charity, though when 1it could properly 
be done, he always concealed the sum given. 
And some instances of his giving more, pri- 
vately, have accidentally come to the know- 
ledge of others, in which his hberality ap- 
peared in a very extraordinary degree. One 
of the instances was this: upon hearing 
that a poor obscure man, whom he never 
$Q4W, Or any of his kindred, was by an ex- 
traordinary bodily disorder brought to great 
straits; he, unasked, gave a constderable 
Sum to a friend to be delivered to the dis- 
tressed person ; having tirst required a pro- 
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time in making his sermons. He wrote 
most of them at full length, for nearly 
twenty vears atter he first began to preach ; 


though he did not wholly confine hunselt 


to his paper 1n delivering them. 

Secondly, His great acquaintance with 
divinity, and knowledge of the bible. Hts 
extenslve information, and great clearness 
of thought, enabled him to discuss every sub- 
ject with peculiar judgment and propriety, 
and to bring out of his treasure things new 
and old. Every topic he handled was 
instructive, plain, entertaining, and profit- 
able; which was mucl: owing to his being 
inaster of the Subject, and Þis great skill 
In treating 1t 1h a natural, easy, and ad- 
vantageous manner, None of his compo- 
Sures were dry $peculations, unmeaning 
harangues, or words without ideas. When 
he dwelt on those truths which are much 
controverted and opposed by many, which 
vas often the case, he would set them in 
Such a natural and eisy light, and every 
Sentiment, from step to step, would drop 
trom his lips, attended with such clear and 
stking evidence, both from scripture and 
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reason, as even to force the assent of every 
attentive hearer. 

Thirdly, His excellency as a preacher was 
very much the effect of his great acquaint- 
ance with his own heart, his inward sensc 
and high relish of divine truths, and expe- 
rimental religion. This gave him a great 
insight into human nature : he well knew 
what was in man, both the saint and the 
Sinncr. This helped him to be skiltul, to 
lay truth before the mind $o as not only to 
convince the judgment, but also to touch 
the heart and conscience; and-enabled him 
to speak out of the abundance of his heart 
what he knew, and testify what he had 
SEecnN and felt. "This gave him a taste and 
discernment, without which he could not 
have been able to fill his sermons, as he 
did, with such Striking, affecting Sentl- 
ments, all suited to render s0lemn, to move, 
and to rectily the heart of the hearer. H1s 
Sermons were well arranged, not usualiy 
long, and had commonly a large part taken 
up 1n tne improvement ; which was closely 
connected] with tine Subject, and consisted 
n $Sentinents naturally {lowing from it. 
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But no description of his sermons will give 
the reader the idea of them which they had 
who sat under his preaching. 

His appearance 1n the pulpit was with a 
good grace, and his delivery easy, natural, 
and very solemn. He had not a strong, 
loud voice; but appeared with Such gravity 
and - solemnity, and spoke with such dis- 
tinctness, clearness, ani precisiun; his 
words were $0 full of udeas, set in such a 
plain and striking light, that few speakers 
h1ve been so able to command the attention 
of an audience. His words often discovered 
a great degree of inward fervour, without 
much noise or external emotion, and fell 
with great weight on the minds of his 
hearers. He made but littie motion with his 
head or hands; but spoke $0 as to Gdiscover 
the motion of his own heart, which tended 
in the most natural and effectual manner to 
move and affect others. Though he carried 
his notes with him, and read most that he 
wrote, yet he was not confined to them; if 
Some thoughts were s$uggested while he 
was Speaking, which did not occur to him 
when writing, and appeared pertinent, he 
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would deliver them with as great propriety 
and fluency as any part he' had written 
and often with greater pathos, attended 
with a more sensibly good effect on his 
hearers. 

But though, as observed, he was wont to 
read s0 considerable a part of what he 
delivered; yet he was far from thinking 
this the best way of preaching 1n general, 
and looked npon his using notes 80 much 
as he did, a defect and infirmity. And mn 
tlie latter part of his life he was inclined to 
tiunk it had been better, if he had never 
accustomed himself to use his notes at all. 
It appeared to him that, preaching wholly 
without notes, agreeably to the custom in 
most Protestant countries, and which seems 
evidently to have been the manner of the 
apostles and primitive ministers of the 
gospel, was the most natural way ; and had 
the greatest tendency, on the whole, to 
answer the end of preaching: and he sup- 
posed that any one who had talents equal to 
the work of the ministry, was capable of 
Speaking memoriter, if he took suitable 
pains for this attainment from his youth. 
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He would have the young preacher write 
his sermons, at least most of them, out at 
large; and instead of reauing them to his 
hearers, take pains to commit them to 
memory; which, though it would require 


a great deal of labour at first, yet would 
S00n become easler by use, and help him to 


Speak more correctly and freely, and be of. 


great Service to him all his days.* 


* Were the writer of this note allowed to drop a hint on 
$0 delicate a snbject, it would be this. Difſlerent preachers, 
like all other public spcakers, are possessecd of exceedingly 
different giits; aud therefore one plan, however excellent 
on the whole, cannot be adopted advantageously by all. 
Ia one, clearness of understanding and correctness of 
Judgment are most prominent ; in another, a lively and fer- 
tile imagination Prevails . and a third excels in strength of 
memory, Some have a greater facility of expression at 
leisnre, by the pen; and others experience more freedom 
when their senses and feelings are roused by their appear- 
ance in public. 'The man who excels in a sound judgment 
scldom posscsscs a lively imagination ; he therefore should 
write the moro, with a view to give animation to his com- 
positions. He should secnre mm his notes pertinent quota- 
tions of scripiure, apt comparisons, Scripture allus:ons, and 
historic facts. 'Fhe preacher, whose fancy is active and 
excursive, should labour to secure a well-digested plan, 
argamentatively just, and naturally connected. "PVhis will 
prevent his runuing into a wordy, declamatory strain. As 
to memory, there are two sorts, the verbal, and the scientiſic 
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His prayers were indeed ertenpore. He 
was the farthest from any appearance of a 
torm, as to his words and manner of ex- 
press10n, of almost any man. le was quite 
SINgular in this, and inimitable þy any who 
have not a $pirit of real and undissembled 
devotion; yet he always expressed himself 
with decency and propriety. He appeared 
to have much of the grace and $pirit of 
prayer; to pray with the spirit and with 
the understanding : and he performed this 
part of duty mnch to the acceptance and 
edification of those who joined with him. 
He was not wont, in ordinary cases, to be 
long in his prayers: an error which he 
observed was often hurtful to public and 


or systematic, He who has the former may s00n preach 
menoriter;—after writing all, or without writing any, Þut 
let him eyer watch, lest he enter into the temptation of 
plagiary; his quoting, howover, long passages from the 
holy scriptures, when apposite, will be always acceptable; 
and occasionally, when avowed, the words of other 
authors, "The scientifie memory should guard against too 
much analysis in a sermon, and often choose for the snb- 
ject of diseussion historical passages, or any others which 
are best treated in the way of observation: which in time 
will effectually connteract the opposite tendency to Cex- 
plain what is clear, and to analyse without profit.—W. 
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SOctal prayer, as it tends rather to damp 
than promote true devotion. 

He kept himself quite free from worldly 
cares; but gave himselt altogether to the 
work of the ministry, and entangled not 
himself with the affairs of this hte. He 
left the particular overs|ght and direction 
of the temporal concerns of his family, 
almost entirely to Mrs. Edwards; who was 
better able than most of her sex to take tne 
whole care of them on her hands. He was 
less acquainted with most of ins temporal 
affairs than many of Its neighbours, and 
Seldom knew when, and by whom his 
forage for winter was gathered in, or how 
many tmilch kine he had, or whence his 
table was furnished, &c. 

He did not make it Ins custom to visit 
his people 1n thelr own houses, unless he was 
Sent for by the sick; or he heard that 
they were under s0me $special afiliction, 
Instead of visiting from house to house, Ne 
used to preach trequently at private mect- 
ings 11 particular neighbourhoods; and 
often call the young people and children 
to his own house, when he used to pray 
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with them, and treat with them 11 a man- 
ner suited to their years and circumstances; 
and he catechised the children 1n publlc 
every Sabbath mm the 8ummer. He used 
SOMettImes iG propose questions to particula 
young persons in writing, to he arswered 
by them after a proper tine given tor pre- 
paration, In presenting these 1nquiries, he 
endeavoured to swt them to the age, genius, 
and abilities of those to whom they were 
addressed, His questions were generally 
Such as required but a short reply ; and yet 
they could not be answered without a par- 
ticular knowledge of some historical part 
of the scripture; and therefore led, and 
even obliged persons to study the bible. 
He did not neglect to visit his people 
irom house to house because he did not 
look upon it, in ordinary cases, to be one 
part of the work of a gospel-minister ; but 
because he supposed that ministers should, 


with respect to this, consult their own 
talents and circumstance 


s, and visit more Or 
less, according to the degree in which they 


could hope thereby to promote the great 


He observed, "that 


ends of the ministry. 
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Some had a talent for entertaining and profit- 
ing by occasional visits among their people. 
They have words at will, and a readiness 
at introducing useful religious discourse 1n 
a free, natural, and, as it were, undesigned 
way. He supposed such had a call to 
spend a great deal of their time in visiting 
their people; but he looked on his own 
talents to be quite different. He was not 
able to enter into a free conversation with 
every person he met, and in an easy man- 
ner turn it to what topic he plcased, with- 
out the help of others, and, it may be, 
against their inclination. THe therefore 
tound that his visits of this kind must be in 
a great degree unprofitable. And as he 
was Settled in a large* town, it would have 
taken up a great part of is time to visit 
trom house to house, which he thought he 
could spend in his sﬆtudy to much more 
valuable purposes, and £0 better subserve 


* Northampton might be considered as large for Ame- 
rica, but in England would be called a &nall town, in 
point of population; since even $0 late as 1790, it did noi 
exceed 1628 persons, according to a census then taken 
But all these in a sense were his charge, —W. 
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the great desi2n of his ministry. For it 
appeared to him, that he could do the 
greatest good to souls, and most promote 
the interest of Christ, by preaching and 
writing, and conversing with persons under 
religious impressions in his study ; whither 
he encouraged all such to repair; where 
they might be sure, in ordinary cases, to 
find him, and to be allowed easy access to 
him; and where they were treated with all 
desirable tenderness, kindness, and faml- 
harity, 

In times, therefore, of the revival of 
religion among his people, Its study was 
thronged with persons who came to lay 
open their spiritual concerns to him, and 
seek his advice and direction. 'These he 
received with great freedom and pleasure, 
and there he had the hest opportunity tO 


deal in the most particular manner with 
each one. 


He was a skilful guide to souls 
unger $piritual difficulties; and was there- 
fore appited to, not ouly by his own people, 
but by many who lived at a considerable 
distance. He became such, partly by his 
own experimental acquaintance with divinc 
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&s, and unwearied study of God s word, 
and partly by his having 50 much concern 
with souls under $piritual troubles; for he 
had not been settled in the work of the 
ministry many years before the Spirit of 
God was wonderfully poured out on his 
people, by which a great concern about 
their souls became almost universal, and a 
ereat number were hopefully the subjects 
of saving conversion. This was principally 
In the year 1734; a particular account of 
which has been written by him, entitled, 
.A faithful narrative of the Surprising work 
of God, in the convers:on of many hundred 
Souls tn Northampton. This has been printed 
in England, Germany, and America; to 
wich the reader must be referred. 

'Fhere was another very remarkable time 
of the out-pouring of God's Holy Spirit in 
this part of America, in the years 1740 
and 1741, and in which Northampton 
largely partook. Mr. Edwards, at this 
time, had to deal not only with bis own 
people, but with multitudes of others. The 
report that the same things had, been expe- 
rienced at Northampton some years before, 
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and Mr. Edwards's fame for knowledge, 
piety, and great acquaintance with expert- 
mental religion, naturally led both ministers 
and people, from almost all parts of New 
England, to look to him for direction and 
assi$tance, under these extraordinary Cl1- 
cumstances. Being earnestly solicited to 
come and preach among them, he went to 
many ; though he was not able to gratity 
all who deswed him: and his preaching 
was attended with great success. 

As many of the ministers and people in 
New England had bcen unacquainted with 
$uch things, they were greatly exposed to 
run wild, as 1t were, and (by the subtle 
temptations of the devil) actually did g9 
into great extremes, both as opposers and 
friends to the work of God. Mr. Edwards 
was eminently useful by his direction and 
ass1st:nce in reference to the two opposite 
extremes, both in ccnversation, preaching. 
and writing, His publications on this oC- 
casi0n were of great and extensive service; 
especlally a sermon preached at New- 
Haven, Sept. 10th, 1741, on The distin- 
guishing marks of a work of the Spirit of 
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God, —his Thoughts concerning the present 
reorwal of religion in New England, —and 
his Treatise on religious affections. All which 
might be justly cons1dered hy the church 
of Christ as a wise and friendly voice be- 
hind them, saying. © This is the way, walk 
therem ;” especially the last-mentioned 
Treatise, which 1s esteemed by many to 
be the best that has becn written on the 
5ubject; setting the distinction between 
true and false religion in the most clear and 
striking light. And to the same purpose 
is The Life of the Reo. David Brainerd, 
with reflections and obseroations; published 
by Mr. Edwards in 1749. 

Mr. Edwards was, what some would call, a 
rigid Catomst. Those doctrines of Calvinism 
which have been most objected against, and 
o1ven the greatest offence, appeared to him 
5criptural, reasonable, and important; and he 
thought that to abandon them, was, 1n effect, 
to abandon all. He theretore looked upon 
those who, calling themselves Calvinists, 
were for palliating the matter, that they 
might conform it more to the taste of those 
who are most disposed to object against it, 
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as really giving up and betraying the 
o2use they pretended to espouse; and as 
paving the way not only to Arminianism, 
but to Deism. For it these doctrines, in 
the © whole length and breadth” of them, 
be relinquished, he dic not see where an 
individual can rest, with consistency and 
satety, Short of Deism, or even Atheism 
itself; or rather, universal Scepticism.— 
He judged that nothing was wanting but 
to have these doctrines properly Stated, 
and judiciously defended, im order to their 
appearing most agreeable to reason and 
common $ense, as well as doctrines of revc- 
lation; and that this therefore was the only 
eftectual method to convince, or $ilence, 
and put to shame, the opposers of them. 
All will be able to satisfy themselves of the 
truth of this by reading his works, and 
espectally his volumes on 7he T'reedom of 
the Fil, and Original Sin. 

| In this view of things, he thought it of 
Importance that ministers should be very 
careful in examining candidates for the 
mmstry, with respect to their principles, 


as well as their religious dispositions and 
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morals. And on tlus account he met with 
considerable difficulty and opposition, in 
Some instances. His opinion was, that an 
erroneous, or untaithtul minister, was likely 
to do more injury than good to the church 
of Christ; and therefore he could not par- 
ticipate in the introduction of any one to the 
ministry, unless he appeared s0und in the 
faith, and manitested, to the judgment of 
charity, a d:spositton to be faithful. 


> — —_— 


CHAP. IV. 


Hlis Departure from Northampton, with the Oc- 
cason and Cireumstances of it. 


Wrartrver belongs to man, or more Ccor- 
rectly, whatever 1s properly his own, bears 
the mark of mutability. Mr. Edwards's 
labours at Northampton were crowned, at 
different periods of his ministry there, with 
s1gnal success, Dut a root of bitterness 
Sprung up, and many were detiled. The 
transactions Contained 1n this chapter, 
though unpleasant, may aftord, to a serlous 
and reflecting mind, much instruction. If 
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that people were more depraved than chris- 
tian clurches in common, after enjoying 
for 80 long a period tte sfated instructions 
and prayers of $89 eminent a pastor; how 
oreat the depravity of hurnan nature, to be 
capable of such ingratitude and such a re- 
verse! Thus it was with Ephraim of old; 
« When I would,” s:ith God, © have healed 
Israel, then the iniquity of Eptirann was 
discovered, and the wickedness, or the evils, 
of Samaria.” Put it the people in question 
were no more depravei than ourselves, let 
us learn caution, and beware of unreas0n- 
able and inordinate attachment to customs 
—iet us contemplate with proper emotions 
the instability of all human affairs, and the 
tolly and danger of trusting in man—let us 
reflect that we depend on God for the prescr- 
vation of the closest friendships—and that 
the best ministers, without the continued sup- 
ply of tne Holy Spirit on the minds of their 
people, have no sure interest in their at- 
tections ; people, to whom they have been 
most usetul, and who have been long most 
attached to them. — Human nature has occa- 
$10nally shewn 1tsclf in every age to be the 
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Same. After the most extraordinary mant- 
testation of divine power and goodness, 
* The whole congregation of the children of 
lzracl inurmured against Moses and Aaron in 
tlie wilderness.” And after the most awful 
and impressive 1nstructions, the Lord had 
to ay to Moses, © Go, get thee down; for 
thy people which thou broughtest out of 
the land of Egypt, have corrupted them- 
SClves.” | 

For many years Mr. Edwards was very 
happy in the love and esteem of his people, 
and there was, during that period, the 
orcatest prospect of his living and dying 
s&0. Indeed, he was almost the last minister 
in all New England that would have been 
thought likely to be opposed by his people. 
But the event proved how incompetent we 
are to decipher those consequences which 
depend on human volitions.—--In the year 
1744, about six years before the final rup- 
tire, Mr. Edwards was informed that some 
young persons in the town who were mem- 
bers of the church, had books in their pos- 
Sess10n which they employed to promote 
lascivious and obscene discourse among 


Ik. 


114 THE LIIFE OF 


their companions. Upon inquiry, a number 
of persons testitied, that they had heard 
one and another, from time to time, talk 
obscenely ; as what they were led to by 
reading a book or books, which they had 
among them. Mr. Edwards thought the 
brethren of the church ought to look into 
the matter; and 1n order to introduce it, 
he preached a sermon from Heb. x11. 15, 16, 
+ Looking diligently, lest any man fall 
of the grace of God, lest any root of 
bitterness Springing up trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiled; lest there be 
any ftornicator, or profane person, as Esau, 
who for one morsel of meat sold his 
birth-right.” After s8ermon, he desired the 
brethren of the church to stay, and told 
them what information he had reccived; 
and inquired, whether they thought proper 
to take any measures to examine into the 
matter. They with one consent, and much 
zeal, Stated it fo be their cpinion, that 1t 
ought to be inquired into; and proceeded 
to coose a number of individuals, to assist 
their paStor 1n mvestiguting the affair. 
Upon which Mr. Edwards appointed tine 


PRESIDENT EDWARDS. | 19 


time tor their meeting at I:is house, and 
then read a list of the naines of young 
persons, whom he desired to assemble 
at the same time. Some were the accused, 
and some witnesses; but it was not then 
declared of which number any particular 
individual was. 

V'hen the names were publisned, 1t ap- 
neared that there were but tew of the con- 
siderable families im the town to which 
50Me of the persons mentioned did not be- 
long, or were not nearly related. Whether 
this was the occasion of the alteration or 
not, before the day appointed came, a 
great number of heads of families changed 
their minds, and declared, that they did 
not think proper to proceed as they had 
done; that their children should not be 
called to an account in sﬆuch a way, &C. 
The town was suddenly all in a blaze. 
This strengthened the hands of the ac- 
cused; some retused to appear, and others 
who did appear behaved with a great de- 
gree of 1ns0:ence, and contempt of the 
authority of tie church. And little or 
nothing could be done further in the aftair, 
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T3 "This was the occasion of weakening Ar, 
| Edwards's hands in the work of the mi- 
nistry, espectally among the young people, 


with whom by this means he greatly lost a] 
his influence. This seemed 1n a great mea- | Al 
NF: Sure to put an end to his usefulness at | C: 
h Northampton; it doubtless laid a founda- L 
tion for the surprising events which will be r 
related, and will help to account for them. l 
He certainly had no great visible success 


after this; the influences of God's Holy 
Spirit were greatly withheld, but security | 
and carnality much increased among them.* 
That singular degree of visble religion 
Abs and good order which had been among 
n Te them s00n began gradually to decay, and 
ua} the youth have since been more wanton 


| Bi and dissolute. 
Tab Mr. Stoddard, Mr, Edwards's grand-father 
ih a; * What an awful warning to all professors, and especially 
Fs to young people! Behold, how great a mattcr a little fire | 
Kindleth! Littie do the giddy and the gay think how 
{ F: their levities operate, aud what secds of Gistress and SOFrOW 
W335 8 they are owing for themselves and others. Woe unto you 
, WY, that tus laugh now, for ye shall mourn and weep! How 
| dexirable it Should be penttentially here, and not desp«tr- 
4:4 myly hereatter!—\V, 
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and predecessor, was of the opinion, that 
unconverted persons, considered as $uch, 
had a right in the sight of God, or by his 
appointment, to the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper; that therefore it was their duty to 
come to that ordinance, though tiev knew 
they had no true goodness, or gospel hol- 
ness. He maintained, that visible chris- 
tianity does not consist in a protesston or 
appearance of that wherein true holiness or 
real christianity conslsts: that, theretore, 
the protession which persons make in order 
to be received as visible members of Christ's 
church, ought not to be such as to express 
or imply a real compliance with, or consent 
to the terms of the covenant of grace, or 
a hearty embracing of the gospel. So that 
they who really reject Jesus Christ, and 
disIike the gospel way of salvation in 
their hearts, and know that this 1s true of 
themselves, may make the profession with- 
out, talsehood and hypocrisy.* He formed a 


* That is, we apprehend, what they were required 16 
profess was only obligation and privilege; or, that they were 
bound in duty to conform to the Jaws of Christ, and con- 
Sidered it their privilege to partake of thus instnuted ordi- 
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ITY o . » 4 _ PORE TJ ' ma 
"7 Short protession for pers0ns to make, 11 *Y 

, | Il ME - . 5 » vony 

B41 order to be admitted into the church, an- ” 

44 swerable to this principle; and accordingly w 
Hl ; ; b int 
4% pers0ns Were admitted into the church, and R 

g+-! | | in 

v8 to the sacrament, on those terms. Mr, | 

4-4 , * . NE b | ou 

p: Stoddard's principle at first excited great 

cy KH m 
4 attention in the country; and he was op- 

. þ CC 
posed as introducing something contrary x 
PO R . 4 

to the principles and practice of almost all {1 

$Þ the churches m New England: and the Y 

; nances, as means appointed for their everlasting good; | Go 

bnt not any actual attuinment in religious Cxperience, \ 

'They were: not encouraged as converted persons, but as 
F-.1h those who professed the necessity of being saved in God's 

516 , own way. In this case, persons would be asked, not | 

| 6h whether they had actually experienced conversion to God, 
['Y: | or could give some evidence whereby others might inter 
[ Wd | them to be $0, but whether they considered themselves, as 
i I” baptized persons, bound in duty to obey divine injunctions, 
1 Ik © and regarded an attendance on the ordinances of the gospcl, 
Py 45 a privilege which they wished to enjoy? Consequently, 
i & | when they allowed that they apprehended themsclves to þe 


TerY in an unconyerted state, they could not fairly be chargeable 
with either falsehood or hypocrisy ; for they protessed 


| nothing more than they believed respecting either their 
| a, duty, their privilege, or their state,—Lt is, therefore, neither | 
I candid nor true to say, as some have done. that this prin- 
KEE ciple of the church. inculcated by Mr. Stoddard, taught 
| Te men that they * may be hypocrites without the cuilt of 


hvpocrisy, and liars without the imputation of sin,”—\V, 
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matter was publicly controverted between 
tim and Dr. Increase Mather, of Boston, 
However, through Mr. Stoddard's great 
influence over the people at Northampton, 
it was introduced there, though not with- 
out opposition; by degrees 1t spread very 
much among minsters and people in that 
county, and in other parts of New England. 
Mr. Edwards had some hesitation about 
this matter when he first settled at North- 
ampton, but did not receive such a (degree 
of conviction, as to prevent his adopting 1t 
with a good consclence, for $0me Vears. 
But at length his doubts increased, which 
put him upon examining 1t thoroughly, by 
scarching the Scripture, and reading such 
books as were written on the subject. The 
result was a full conviction that 1t was 
wrong, and that he could not retain the 
practice with a good conscience. He was 
fully convinced, that to be a visible chris: 
{an was to put on the visihility or appear- 
ance of a real christian; that the profession 
of christianity was a protesslon of that 
wherein real christianity conststs; and 
thereture, that no person who rejected 
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Tak Christ in his heart, could make such a pro- 
1 fess10n consistently with truth. And as the kn 
Wil ordinance of the Lord's supper was 1nsti- | 
ih tuted for none but vis:ble professlng chris- eve 
4. tians, none but those who are real chris (3c 
& q . . . | an 
N tians have a right in the sight of God | » 
* to come to that ordinance: and conse- ” 
; quently, that none ought to be admitted 0 
both * \ y ; T] 
07h thereto, who do not make a profess10n of Ka 
$38 real christianity, and 80 be received 11 a 01 
3 {i judgment of charity as true friends to Jesus | tc 
"M Christ.* 4 
* They who have a desire more fully to understaud this | ; 
A: : controversy, may do it hy reading what Mr. Edwards wrote , 
18 HB on the occasion, in order to explain and vindicate his , 
| 4. principles ; together with the Rev. Solomon Williams's 
{4 ® 4 answer, and Mr, Edwards's reply to him. | | 
TR This important subject is $0 ably discussed by Dr. | 
Trot Wi Williams, in a note appended to the last-mentioned publi- 
4 rg cation, that the editor cannot refrain from inserting it. 
> * Much of this controversy, which was agitated with great 
Il | warmth in the Amciican churches, and which is not unfre- 


lng. quently sftarted among congregational churches in Great 
Britain, seems to originate in the want of clearly stating the 
Sereptural design of entering into full communion, Lf this 


| \ 
L + be not previously settled, there is but little hope of a satis- | 
Y : 4 . ” + . ® 

* lactory adjustment. Without entering here into the 
bs mwutte of prooſs, the following particulars are submitted 

"I to the reader's consideration, as probably calculated to 

4 aid his inquiries, 

4.14 

FE 
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When Mr. Edwards's sentiments were 
known, (in the spring of the year 1744,) it 


{© 1. The elref end of every human socicty, as well as of 
every intelligent being, onght to he this, viz. To glorify 
(od, or to represent him as glorwus in all his perfections 
and ways. No human soctety, of whatever kind, 1s 
cxempt from this obligation. For a socicty 1s only an 
ageregate of individuals; and as every individuals obliged 
to do this in all Is actions, he 1s therefore thus ebliged in 
his soctuk capacity. 'This obligation arises from the re- 
spective natures of God and the creature, and it 1s clearly 
enjoined in the holy scriptures, * Whatsocver ye do, do all 
to the glory of God.'—But, 

«2, The distinguishing s«bordinate end or spccial design 
of any s0ciety, must designate its pecultier nature, whereby 
tl is hest adapted to promote that end. Though every 
SQciety is bound to scek the one chief end, yet every social 
11101 is not adapted to answer all Social ends. Socicties 
of a religious, moral, charitable, scientific, or pol;tical 
design, must have members of,a corresponding character, 
otherwise the proposed end cannot be answered. "The 
eualifications of the members must have an aptitude to 
promote the des!gn. 

+3. 'The distinguishing design of a society denominated 
a church, evidently is to promote relignon. Numbers are 
united by divine appointment, to mamtam religion—to 
exhibit before the world real Christianity—to encourage 
those who seck the right way—to edify one another—and 
the like. Such particulars we gather trom the sacred 
scriptures. * Striving together for the tirith of the goxpel.'— 
* That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God 
(resembling him) without rebuke (or, cause of rebuke) in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whons 
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gave great offence, and the town was put 
into a great ferment; and before he was 


ye shine as lights in the world, holding forth the word of 
life.'—A church of Christ is appointed to shine in a dark 
world, to be blamcless and harmless among the crooked 
and perversc, to imitate God, as far as practicable, while 
among the children of the wicked one, to give no ollence 
to those who are without or those who are within the 
church, to hold forth, and hold fast, the word of life, by 
doctrine, by discipline, and by practice, © Him that 1s 
weak in the faith receive you, hut not to doubtful disputar 
tions.” Provided a person be desirous of Christian fellow- 
8hip, and is possessed of 80 much knowledge, so much 
experienced eflicacy of truth, and so much good conduct, 
as 18 calculated to answer, in a prevailing degree, the design 
of a church being at all formed, let him not be rejected. 
* Wherefore comſort yourselves together, and edify one 
another, even as als0 ye do! 'Fhis is done by mutual 
instructions, exhortations, prayers, and praises; by watch- 
ful discipline, and the cxercise of religious gifts ; by friendly 
oftices, and acts of Christian kindness. 

'* 4. The preceding particulars are produced only as 1- 
sawuces; but in order accurately to ascertain the special 
end of Christian fellowship, in full communion, all the 
passages contained in the New Testament relating to the 
Subject ought to be included. For until the revealed spe- 
cial dovign for which a chnrch of Christ is instituted be 
axcortained, it 1s obviously not possible to ascertain the 


preet5e nature of the society, and consequently the qualift- 
cations of its members. 


However, 

0. We will xuappose that, by an appeal to all the pas- 
dages of tho New Testament, the precisc deſign is Known; 
from hence the nature of a church is deduced; the ques 
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heard in his own defence, or it was under- a 
Stood by many what his principles were, the 


tion returns, Is there any general rule that may form an 
invariable standard by which all qualifications of candi- | 
dates may be measured? 'Fhere undoubtedly is, for this 15. 
plain reason, because a church is a society instituted for 1 
specific ends, revealed in the New 'Testament. Now as 
these ends are matter of divine record, and not of human 
opinion, the standard is tnvartadle, 

«6, We will further suppose, that the general rule, by 
which to measure qualifications for full communion is, The 
scripturel dexign for which a gospel church in full communion 
is divinely intituted, No party, however they may differ TY 
about other things, can object to this rule, with any colour & i 
of reason. To deny its claim, they must either subvert 
the evident principles of all voluntary societies, or clse 
hold, that a Christian church is not instituted in the New 
Testament for any specific end. But this no reasonable 
pers0n, much less a scrious Christian, will maintain. « 
Hence, "4 

«7, Those candidates for full communion, and only ; 
those, who are conformed to this rule, are fully qualified, 
But here it is of essential importance to obseeve, that M5. 
though a rule is, and from its very nature must be, fixed 
and invariable, the qualifications of individuals are variable 
things, admitting of more or less conformity to it. "The 
conjectures of men, however ingenious and plansible, can- 
not be admitted as a rule, becanse they are va2table; but 
the rule must be deduced from the deszgn itself of itnisti- - : 
tuting a church, which is evidently a matter of pure divine 4 
pleasure, and which could not be known without a revela- 
tion from God. A rule, then, mnst be songht from the 
Sacred oracles by an induction of particulars :clating to the 
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Tl general cry was to have him dismissed, as oY 
WY what alone would satisfy them. This was P's 
Hh point in question, and from taeir harmonious agreement; _ 
F608 and it is the business of every Christian charch, minister of 
Is and member, to search the scriptures in order to ascertain O1 
WW | it. 'I'o contend about quaſrfeations, before this 1s agreed | m 
4 upon, is to contend ahout the diincaslons of different things, _ 
» hore a Standard is fixed upon by which to measure them, 5 
But the consftituent parts of the qualifications in candi- FY 
dates, canuot be found in seripture; they must, most evi- {1 
dently, be songht in the characters of the individuals, 2 


OD, which are indefinitely variable. 'I'v suppose that the cha- il 
| rYacter, or the actual attainment of cach candidate, is revealed 
in scripture, is too absurd to be maintained by any rational 
mind. "Theretorc, 

*8, What remains for a charch to do in judging of 
qualifications, is to compare the proficiency of the candi- 
LN date with the scriptural re. 'Fhe former, admitting of 
Why imdeficiie degrees of approximation to the sfandard, must 
bl ; be learnt from the person himsclt, from his conduct, and 
? ©L from.the testimony of others. His profession, his declared 
hi. BY) experience vi divine truth, his deportment in $0ciety, iN 
Wb: > short, his geacral character, is to be viewed, it COMNParisON 
| \ 4: With the evident design of God in forming a church. 
| : * 9. Should it be objectcd, that different Persons, or 
churches, might fix on a different standard, by adding more 
texts of scripture out of which a various cencral resuit 
would arise ; it is auswered, that therefore this is the polut 
to be ftirst settled. When any disagrec about the rule, 
they cannot of course agree about the qualifications. 
K{F "There arc Iany texts, however, xnch as those above 
: 'F produced, concerning which there can be no disagreement, 
4 The rule therefore should be admitted, as fur as it goes. A 
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evident from the whole tenor of their con- 5G 
duct, as they neglected and opposed the 


measure of a foot long may, as far as it goes, be a standard - 

of straightness and of measure, as well as a yard or a fathom, | 

Or, to change the comparison, a small measure of capacity 

may be equally accurate, to a certain degree, as a larger 

measure, Let the chnrch of small attainments act cha- 

ritably, and wait for brighter evidence. If any lack wis- 

dom, let them ask of God, who giveth liheralily. *©* Let us, 

therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded; and it 

in any thing ye be vtherwise minded, God shall reveal even 

this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we have ulready 

altained, let ns walk by the same rale, let us mind the | 

Sane thing.” _ 
* 10. 'The scriptural rule is not ouly invariable, but also | 

pertect in its kind, as dictated by infinite wisdom for the 

noblest ends. But no human character, in the present 

sfatc, is perfect, s0 as fo comport universally with the 

Standard "Therelore no candidate for commnnion 18 Per= 

fectly qualified; that is, his qualifications are only compa- 

rative, One may be qualified in a greater, and another in 4 

a Smaller degree. One is qualified to fill his place emi- 268 


nently, another moderately well. One may he strong, and oY 
another weak in the faith. Yet he who is weak in the * 


taith may be comparatively qualified. Therefore, 

* II. Since qualifications are $0 various, and admit of 
indefinite approximations to the pertcet Standard, or devia- 
tions from it, we are bonnd to accede to another conclu- 
$10nN, Viz. That whatever Kind or degree of qualification 
appears to befriend, rather than to oppose, to honour, 
rather than to discredit the scriptural design of fall com- 
munion, onght to he admitted by the church. When a 
candidate for communion is proposed to a church, its 
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most proper means of calmly considering, 
and 80 understanding the matter im dispute, 


immediate basiness is to consnlt the scriptural design of 
communion; and then to consider how far the qualiti- 
cations of the candidate appear to befriend and to ho- 
nour it. 

+ 12, From the premises, it follows, that to reason from 
qualifications for communion in the Jewish church, to 
those for full communion in « $ospel church, must needs 
be uncertain and inconclusive; except it could be firs 
proved, that the revealed design of each was the same, 
But it requires no great labour to shew, by an induction of 
particulars, that the design was very diftcrent; and conse- 
quently, that what would be a suitable qualification for the 
one, would not be so for the other. 

* 13. We may (urther infer, that when a church requires 
a probable evidence of grace as the measuring rule of 
admission, and directs nearly all its attention to ascertain 
this point, its proceedings are irregular, unscriptural, and 
therefore unvarrantable. The rule of judging, as before 

shewn, must be ſound in the scripture, aud not in the can- 
didate. 

* 14. We may further infer from the preceding observa- 
tions, that a probable evidence of grace in a candidate, is 
not the precise ground of the qualification, however de- 
$:rable that evidence may be. Yet, because ordinarily, and 
most probably, the absence of saving grace implies tho 
absence of the precise ground of answerableness to the 
Scriptural design of full communion, such probable evi- 
dence is of great importance. However nice this distinc- 
tion may appear to some, the want of attending to it 
ems to have constituted the chicf difference between our 
author and his autagonists, And, in fair iuvestigation, 
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and persisted in a refusal to attend to what 
Mr. Edwards had to say in defence of his 


another question, different ſrom what was agitated, onght 
to have bcen first settled, viz. Whether any person, who is 
not visibly the $ubject of saving grace, can © befriend, 
rather than oppose, can honour, rather than discredit the 
scriptural design of full communion? Fairly to answer 
tius question in the negative, it is wot enough to prove, 
that such a person cannot fully ansver the scriptural 
design, But it ought to be proved, that no person desti- 
tate of such probable evidence of saving gracc, In any Clr- 
cumstances whatever, can be found, who might betricud 
and honour the scriptural design of commanion, rather 
than the contrary. This is the real hinge of the con- 
troversy. 

* 19. It 1s an unscriptural noiion, too much taken upon 
trust, that the immediate buxiness of a church, is to form 
an opinion respecting the spiritual state of a person before 
God; as, whether he is the subject of saving grace—whe- 
ther he has a principle of sincerity—whether his motives 
are $piritually pure, &Xc., Whercas, a church ought not to 
act the part of a jury on the candidate's real state towards 
God, but on his state towards the church, They are to 
determine, whether he is, or is not el{tyible to answer the 
scriptural ends of such a society, and indeed of that par- 
ticular church. For, as the circumstances of divers 
churches may be very different, there may be cases, 
where the Same person may be eligible to one church, and 
not to another. In one church he may promote its welfare, 
in another hinder it. 'This may greatly depend on his 
peculiar tenets, and the zcal with which he may be dis- 
posed to maintain them. In one Society he may be a 
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principies. From beginning to end, they 


opposed the meacures which had the best 


80urce of dizguick and contuston, but in another the 
reverse. 

©16, Hence it ts cvideut, that a visibility of saving 
grace, though it claims the Christian love and respect of 
the church, does not, in all cascs, constitute eligible qualifi- 
cations, For, whatever has an evident tendency to pro- 
dnce disputes, auimosities, and divisions in a chnrch, 
ought to be kept oat of it. But the adimisston of a person 
who appeared zealous for sentiments and cnstoms oppo= 
81te to those held by the church, would have this apparent 
tendency, notwithstanding his possessing a visibility of 
grace, ou other accounts. Therefore, thungh a visibulity 
of grace, in s$0me cases, may be sufficienily plain, yet ant 
apparent ſzilure in other respeets may be sufficient to shew 
that a person is not qualified for full communion. In 
Short, if the church have good reason to think, that his 
admission would do more harm than good, he shonld be 
deemed unqual/:fed for membership in that society, though 
he may be ent:tted to a charitable opinion, or even Chris- 
tian love, on other accounts: and, on the contrary, if the 
church have goud reason to think, that his admiss1on 
would do more goud than harm, he Should he deemed qua- 
tified for membership—even though he may be less entitled 
to a charitable opinion of his state towards God, than the 
other, 


* COROLLARIES, 


** 1. Any candidate who appears, in the charitable judg- 
ment of a Christian church, likely to give a favourable 
representation 07 Christianity to the church and the world— 
to encourage the desirous, by his knowledge and temper 


kc 
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tendency to compromise and heal the diftt- 
culty; and with much zeal pursued those 


—and to give and receive Christizn edification in that com- 
munion—is, in the Scripture Seuse, guatified for full com- 
mitiuion, | 

« 9. Personal religion, in the sjght of God, is to be 
deemed necessary only for the sake of enabling the candt- 
date to auswer Such ends,—as far as membershiyp Is con- 
cerned ; but, as final salvation is concerned, personal reli- 
2100 is indispensably necessary, this connection being 
cicarly revealed, as well as founded in the nature of things. 

©83. A Christian minister may consistently exercisc holy 
zealousy over $80me church members, and warn thein ot 
the danger of hvpocrisy, without threatening them with 
exclusicn trom their membership; because only their 
overi-acts (including sentiments, tempers, and conduct) are 
the object of discipline, as they were of admiss1o0n. 

* 4, Some persons, thongh in a safe state towards God, 
may not answer the forementioned cnds of membersbip, 
bettor than others who are not in such a state, 

* 5. A person may be qualified for the society of heaven, 
while not quulified for full: communion 'in a Christian 
charch ; because the natures of the two socicties are dit- 
ferent, and conscquently the scriptural ends of their admis- 
Sion into each. For infants or idiots, &e. may be q#aliſied 
by grace for the society of heaven ; but are totally unqua- 
lified for full communion in the church on earth, 

«6. ere Christian churches to act always on these 
principles, much bitter strife and uscless discussions would 
be avoided, in tie admisson and cxclusion of members, 
For, in ncither the one nor the other wonld the church 
prowounce on tne state of the pcersons towards God ; for 
when any were admitted, no handle would be aſftorded to 
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which were calculated to make a separation 


certain and speedy. Mr. Edwards thought 


of preaching on the suhject, that they might 
know what were his sentiments, and the 
grounds of them, (of both which he was 
sensible that most of them were quite 1gno- 
rant,) before they took any step towards 
a Separation. But that he might do nothing 
to increase the tumult, he first proposed 
it to the church's standing committee; 
Supposing that if he entered on the sub- 
ject publicly with their consent, it would 
prevent the ill consequences which other- 
wise he feared would follow. But most 
of them strenuously opposed it. Upon 
which he abstained from 1t for the present, 
as what in such circumstances would rather 
blow up the fire to a greater height, than 
answer the good ends proposed. 


the presamption, that membhership below is a qualification 
for heaven—and when any were excluded, no oCccason 
would be given to the excommunicated person, or to the 
world, to pass the censure of uncharitableness on the 
church ; for every voluntary socicty has a right to judge, 
according to its own appropriate rules, who is, and who 15 


not qualificd to promote iis welfare, Edwards's 
Works, vol, vii. p. 339—342, 
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Mr. Edwards was sensIble that his prin- 
ciples were not understood, but misrepre- 
Sented through the country; and finding 
that his people were then too warm calmly 
to attend to the matter in controversy, he 
proposed to print what he had to offer on 
the point; as this scemed to be the only 
way left him to have a fair hearing. Ac- 
cordingly his people consented to put off 
calling a council, till what he should write 
was published. But they manitested great 
uneasiness 1n waiting, before 1t came out 
of the press; and when 1t was published, 
it was read but by very tew of them. Mr. 
Edwards being sensible of this, renewed his 
proposal to preach upon it, and at a meeting 
of the brethren of the church asked their 
consent in the following terms: © I desire 
that the brethren would manifest their 
consent, that I should declare the reasons 
of my opinion relating to full communion 
in the church, in lectures appointed for 
that end; not as an act of authority, or as. 
putting the power of declaring the whole 
counsel of God out of my hands; but for 
peace” sake, and to prevent occasion of 
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$trife.” This was answered in the negative, 
He then proposcd that it should be put to 
a few of the neighhouring ministers, whether 
it was not, all things considered, reason- 
able that he should be heard.1n this matter 
from the pulpit, before the affair should be 
brought to an 1s8wve. But this also passed 
In the negative. 

However, having had the advice of the 
ministers and messengers of the neigh- 
bouring churches, who met at Northamp- 
ton to advise them under their difficultics, 


he proceeded to appoint a lecture, in order , 


to preach on the suhject, proposing to do 
50 weekly till he had finished what he had 
to say. On Monday there was a socicty 
meeting, in which a vote was passed to 
choose a committee to go to Mr. Edwards, 
and desire him not to preach lectures on 
the subject in controversy, according 10 
his declaration and appointment : in consc- 
quence, a committee of three, chosen for 
this purpose, waited on him. However, 
Mr. Edwards thought proper to proceed 
agreeably to his proposal, and accordingly 
preached a number of $ermons, till he 


- 
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bad fintshed what he had to state on the 
Subject, These lectures were very thinks 
attended by his own people; but great 
numbers of strangers from the netghbour- 
ing towns attended them, 80 many as to 
make above halt the congregation. 'Tlus 
was 1n February and March, 1750. 

The calling of a decisive council to de- 
termine the matter of difterence was now 
inore particularly attended to on both sKdes. 
Mr. Edwards had betore this msisted, from 
time to time, that they were by no means 
ripe for such a procedure; as they had not 
yet given him a fair hearing, whereby 
perhaps the need of such a council would 
be superseded. Ie observed, © That it 
was exceedingly unbecoming to manage 
religious affairs of the greatest unportance 
In a ferment and tumult, which ought to be 
managed with great solemnity, deep humi- 
lation, s$ubmission to the awtul trowns of 
heaven, humble dependence on God, with 
fervent prayer and supphcation to him : 
That theretore for them to go about such 
an affair as they did, would be greatly 
t» the dishonour of God and religion : a 
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way in which a people cannot expect a 
blessing.” Thus having used all means to 
bring them to a calm and charitable tem- 
per without eifect, he consented that a de- 
cisive council should be called without any 
further delay. 

But a difficulty attended the choice of a 
council, which was for some time insuper- 
able. It was agreed, that the members 
Should be mutually elected, one half by-the 
pastor, and the other half by the church: 
but the people insisted upon it, that Mr. 
Edwards should be confined to the county 
in his choice. He thought this* an un- 
reasonable restraint upon him, as it was 
known that the ministers and churches in 
that county almost universally differed from 
lum in the controversy. He indeed did not 
8uppose that the business of the proposed 
council would be to determine whether 
his opinion was right or not ; but whether 
any poss1ble way could be devised for an 
accommoclation between pastor and people, 
and to use their wisdom and endeavours 
In order to effect it; and if they found this 
uwpracticable, to declare, whether what 
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ought in justice to be done had already 
actually been attempted, so that there was 
nothing further to be demanded by either 
of the parties concerned, before a separa- 
tion $hould take place. And if he was 
dismissed, 1t would be incumbent upon 
them to state publicly in what manner and 
for what cause he was dismissed : all which 
were matters of great importance to him, 
and required upright and nnpartial judges. 
Now constdering the great influence a dif- 
ſerence in religious opinions has on preju- 
dice, and the close connection of the point 
in which most of the ministers and churches 
in the county differed from him, with the 
matter to be decided, he did not think they 
could be reasonably looked upon as judges 
50 1mpartial, that the matter ought to be 
wholly left to them. Besides, he thought 
the case, being 80 new and extraordinary, 
required the ablest judges in the land. For 
these reasons, and some others which he 
offered, he insisted upon liberty to go out of 
the county, for those members of the pro- 
posed council in which he was to have a 
choice, The people strenuously and obsti- 
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nately opposing him in tius, they at length 
acrced to leave the matter to an assembly, 
consisting of the munsters and MesSngers 
of the five neighbouring churches; who, 
after they had met twice upon it, and heard 
the case largely debated before them, were 
equally divided, and therefore left the matter 
undetermimed. 

However, they were all agreed, that 
Mr. Edwards ought to have liberty to go 
out of the county for s0me of the council. 
And at the next church meeting, (on the 
26th of March,) Mr. Edwards offered to 
unite with them, if they would consent 
that he should choose two of the churches 
out of the county, in case the councll 
cons1sted of but ten churches. The church, 
however, at, several $uccessive mectings 
retused to comply with this; and pro- 
ceeded to call a church meeting and. 
choose a moderator, in order to act with- 
out their pastor.—But, to pass by many 
particulars, at length, at a meeting of the 
church, convened by their pastor, May 3d, 
they voted their consent to his proposal of 
gomg out of the county for two of the 
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churches that should be applied to. They 
then proceeded to make choice of the ten 
minmsters and churches, of which the assem- 
bly should consist. Accordingiy the churches 
were applied to, and the council was con- 
vened on the 19th of June. After they 
had made some tfruitless attempts at an 
agreement between the pastor and the 
church, they passcd a resolution, by a ma- 
zority of one voice* only, to the tollowing 
purpose : © That it 1s expedient that the 
pastoral relation between Mr. Edwards and 
his church be 1nmediately dissolved, if the 
people $till persist in destring it.” And 1t 
being publicly put to the people, whether 
they $Uull insisted on Mr. Edwards's dis- 
m1ss10n from the pastoral office over them, 
4 great majority (above two hundred, against 


* One of the chnrches which Mr, Edwards chose did 
not ce fit to join the council, However, the minister 
of that chnrch being at Northampton, was desired by 
Nr, Edwards and the church, to sit 1 conncil and act, 
which he did. But there being no messenger from the 
church, the conncil was not Tull, and there was a disparity ; 
by which means there was one vote more for ant tammy. 
Qiate dismiss3on than against 1z. 
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twenty) voted in the affirmative: and he 
was accordingly dismissed, June 22, 1750, 
The dissenting part of the council entered 
their protest against this proceeding, judg- 
ing that it was too hasty, considering the 
past conduct and present temper of the 
people. And some of that part of the 
council who were for the separation, ex- 
pressed themselves surprised at the un- 
common zeal manifested by the people in 
their voting for a dismission ; which evin- 
ced to them, and all observing spectators, 
that they were far from a temper of mind 
becoming such a s8olemn and awful trans- 
action, regarded in all its circumstances. 
Being thus dismissed, Mr. Edwards preached 
his farewell sermon on the 1st of July, from 
2 Cor. 1. 14. As also ye have acknowledged 
us m part, that we are your rejoicing, even 
as ye also are ours, in the day of the Lord 
Jesus, The doctrine he observed from the 
words was this: * Ministers, and the people 


that have been under their care, must meet 


one another before Christ's tribunal, at the 
day of judgment.” It was a remarkably 
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solemn and affecting discoursc, and was 
publiched at the desire of some of the 
hearers.—After Mr. Edwards was dismissed, 
he preached at Northampton occasionally, 
when there was no other preacher to sup- 
ply the pulpit; till at length a great un- 
easiness was manitested by many of the 
people, at his preaching there at all. Upon 
which, the committee for supplying the 
pulpit, called tne town together, to know 
their minds with respect to that matter; 
when they voted, that it was not agreeable 
that he should preach among them. Ac- 
cordingly, while Mr. Edwards was in the 
town, and they had no other minister to 
preach to them, they carried on public 
worslip among themselves, and without 
any preaching, rather than invite him. 
Every one must be sensible that this was 
a great trial to Mr. Edwards. He had been 
nearly twenty-four years among that people; 
and his labours had been, to all appearance, 
trom time to tune greatly blessed among 
them: and a great number looked on him 
as their spiritual father, who had been the 
happy instrument of turning them from 
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darkness to light, and plucking them as 
brands out of the burning. They had re- 
peatedly professed that they looked upon 
it as one of their greatest privileges to have 
Such a minister, and manifested their great 
love and estcem for hun, to such a degree, 
that, (as St. Paul says of the Galatians,) 
*1t it had heen possIble, they would have 
plucked out their own eyes and given them 
to him.” They had a great interest 1n his 
affection : he had borne them on his heart, 
and carried them in his bosom for many 
years; exercising a tender concern and 
love for them; for their benefit he was al- 
ways writing, contriving, labouring ; for 
them he had poured out ten thousand fer- 
vent prayers; in their good he had rejoiced 
as one that findeth great spoil; and they 
were dear to him above any other peop!c 
under heaven.—Now to have this people 
turn against him, and force him out from 
among them, stopping their cars, and rul- 
ning upon him with furious zeal, not allow- 
ing him to def.nd himself by giving him 2 
fair hearing, and even retusIng $0 much as 
to hear him preach; many of them $ur- 
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mising and publicly speaking many evil 
things as to his ends and designs—surely this 
must have deeply aftected him, and strongly 
tried his spirit. The words of the psalmist 
seem applicable to this case: © It was not 
an enemy that reproached me, then I could 
have borne it; neither was it he that hated 
me, that did magnity himself against me, 
then I would] have hid myselt trom him. 
But it was THOU—my guide, and mine ac- 
quaintance, We took sweet counsel to- 
vether, and walked unto the house of God 
in company.” 

Let us therefore now behold the man !— 
The calm sedateness of is mind ; his meek- 
ness and humility, under great and violent 
opposition, and injurious treatment; his 
resolution and steady conduct through all 
this dark and terrible storin, were truly 
wondertul, and cannot be set in $80 beauti- 
tul and aftecting a light, by any description, 
as they appeared in to lis friends, wio were 
eye-Witnesses, 

Mr. Edwards had a numerous and ex- 
pensive family, and little or no income, 
exclusive of his Salary: and, consdering 
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haw far he was advanced in years; the 


general disposition of people who want a 


minister to prefer a young man who has 
never been settled, to one who has been 
dismissed from his people; and what mis- 
representations were made of his princi- 
ples through the country ; 1t appeared to 
him not at all probable, that he should 
ever have opportunity to be settled again 
in the work of the ministry, 1f he was dis- 
missed from Northampton: and he was not 
inclined, or able to take any other course, 
or go into any other business to obtain a 
livelihood; so that beggary, as well as dis- 
grace, stared him full in the face, if he 
adhered to his principles. Whcn he was 
fixed in his principles, and before they 
were publicly known, he told some of his 
friends, that if he discovered and persisted 
in them, it would most likely issue in h18 
dismission and disgrace; and the ruin of 
himself and family, as to their temporal 
interests. He therefore first sat down and 
counted the cost, and deliberately took up 
the cross, when it was set before him in its 
full weight and magnitude; and in direct 
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opposition to all worldly views and motives. 
This conduct in these circumstances, was, 
therefore, a remarkable exercise and «l1s- 
covery of his conscientiousness ; and his 
readiness to deny himself, and forsake all 
that he had, to follow Christ.—A man 
must have a considerable degree of the 
Spirit of a martyr, to go on with the sted- 
fastness and resolution with which he did. 
He ventured wherever truth and duty ap- 
peared to lead him, unmoved at the threat- 
ening dangers on every s1ide. 

However, God did not forsake him. As 
he gave him those inward supports by 
which he was able in patience to possess 
his soul, and courageously row on in the 
storm, 1n the face of boisterous winds beat- 
ing hard, upon him, and in the midst of 
opening waves threatening to swallow him 
up; $0 he $s0on appeared for him in his 
providence, even beyond all his expecta- 
tions. His correspondents, and other friends 
in Scotland, hearing of his dismission, and 
fearing it might be the means of bringing 
him into worldly straits, generously contri- 
buted a considerable sum, and sent it over to 
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him.—And God did not leave him without 
tender valuable friends at Northampton, 
For a small number of his people who had 
opposed his d1sm1ss1on from the beginning, 
and some who had acted on neither side, 
but after his dismiss1on adhered to him, 
under the influence of their great esteem 
and love for Mr. Edwards, were willing, 
and thought themselves able to maintain 
him: and insisted upon it that it was his 
duty to stay among them, as a distinct and 
Separate congregation from the body of the 
town, who had rejected him. 

Mr. Edwards could not see it to be his duty 
to continue at Northampton, as this would 
probably have been a means of perpetuating 
an unhappy divis1on in the town ; and there 
appeared to him no prospect of doing the 
good there, which would counterbalance the 
evil However, that he might do all in 
is power to satisfy his tender and afflicted 
friends, he consented to ask the advice of 


an ecclesiastical council. Accordingly, a 


council was called, and met at Northamp- 
ton on the 15th of May, 1751.—The town 
on this occasion was thrown into a oreat 
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tumult. They who were active in Mr. Ed- 
wards's d1sm1iss10n. $upposed, though with- 
out any good reason, that he was contriving 
with 11s friends again to introduce himself. 
They drew up a remonstrance against their 
proceedings, and laid it before the council, 
(though they would not acknowledge them 
to be an ecclesastical council,) containing 
many heavy, though groundless ins1nua- 
tions and charges against Mr. Edwards, and 
bitter accusations of the party who had 
adhered to him : but retused to appear and 
Support any of their charges, or s0 much as 
to give the gentlemen of the council any 
opportunity to conter with them about the 
affair depending, though 1t was diligently 
Sought.—The council having heard what 
Mr. Edwards and they who adhered to him 
had to say, advised, agreeably to Mr. Ed- 
wards's judgment, that he $should leave 
Northampton, and accept of the miss1on to 
which he was invited at Stockbridge; of 
which a more particular account will be 
g1Ven. 

Many additional facts relative to this sor- 
rowtul and $urprising affair (the most $0, 
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doubtless, of any of the kind that ever hap- 
pened m New England ; and perhaps in any 
part of the christian world) might be related; 
but as this more general history of 1t may 
be sufficient to answer the ends proposed, 
viz. to rectify Some gross misrepresentations 
that have been made of the matter,* and to 


* From all that we have been able to collect, respecting 
this very singular affair, we are disposed to infer, that the 
prectse causes of the difference, and consequent scpara» 
tion, between Mr. Edwards and his people at Northampton, 
are not snfliciently attended to, or duly appreciated. That 
Mr. Edwards was very ill used no one can question; 
but 1f that usage proceeded from © the passionate igno- 
rance of the brutish multitude,” from a principle © be- 
coming the disciples of Tgnatins of Loyola,” a principle 
* which no church of Christ ever avowed;” if it procceded 
from © snch a kind of men as the idolaters at Ephesns,” 
men who were detcrmined that © the business was to be 
bellowed down with the force of lungs,” in opposition to 
the voice of meekness and wisdom, reason and revelation— 
men who © meditated the ruin of their pastor by designs of 
confusion,” men © whose rebcllion added stubbornness to 
their iniquity,” men who © agreed with lies and contumc- 
lies to promote this mean and unjust design, in the true 
Spirit of injustice and meanness”—if the pastor of these 
men was treated by them with <«* wayward 1gnorance, 
cunning intrigues, and insolent clamours ;”—in short, if 

nas people may be fairly called an *< ungodly party,” and 
a *licentions mob,” composing an ecclesiastical body of 
above two lundred against twenty,—a dispassionate en- 
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dIScover the great trial Mir. Ed wards had 
herein, it is thought best to omit other 


quirer will be solicitous to reconcile all this with the uni- 
versally ackuowledged great awakenings, convictions of 
sin, conversions to God, and the most unequivocal effects 
of genuine religion among numbers of them, according to 
Mr. Edwards's own account of the matter; and he was far 
trom drawing hasty conclusions about the genuineness of 
religion, — Towards a solution of this difliculty, we beg leave 
to propose a few remarks. 

I. In reference to Mr, Edwards himselſ.—And if we 
inistake not, though eminently devoted to God, and a lover 
of holiness, this great man was not pertectly accurate in 
Some particulars. 

1. He seems to have presnmed too much on his in- 
tluence over all the inhabitants of the town in an affair of 
the utmost delicacy, And may we not add, that his 
recluse mode of living among them (pastoral visits not 
being included in his ministerial plan) contributed not a 
little to lessen his influence? Whether he did rig in 
that particular, and whether the people made >niiivieut 
allowance for his motives, are other questions, 

2, The manner in which the buddings of iniquity, among *e+ 
veral of the young branches ofthe people, were counteractod, 
manifested more of a steady abhorrence of the rising evil, 
than of prudence in managing iuman passions. To read 
the list of names in the manner stated, was calculatef, 
perhaps, to cause a ferment, circumstauced as the peopue 
were, Without supposing them inuch worse than otuer 
Socleties, 

93. It does not appear that proper means were suffticicvily 
employed to countcract a risipg spirit ot oppositivn, viG 
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particulars. As a proper close to this me- 
lancavly story, and to confirm and illus- 


private, friendly calls and expostulations with parents, 
previous to a more open and general investigation, 

4, the time for discussIng the question of right to the 
Lord's swpper, was peculiarly uufavourable to an amicable 
azreement, in addition to other causes of difference in sen- 
timent on that point. 

i. In reference tothe peopte.—No one, probably, will 
atiempt to zustrfy their conduct; and we hope that most of 
them, if not all, had a more just sense of the matter, 
whey the heat of controversy had abated; a pleasing spe- 
E:men of which we shall inscrt. However, we think there 
were s0me erenmstances, which, if duly considered, though 
tiey do not exculpate them, yet will skew their conduct 
In a far less aggravated light than that in which some have 
been pleased to represent it, To mention these is but the 
part! of candour, 

L. It does not appear that the parents of the young persons 
deiended them, -or gave them countenance, in the alleged 
unproprieties of their practice. 'The fairer inference is, 
that they objected only to the manner in which they were 
to be called to an account, and the right of Mr. Edwards 
to exercise official authority in such eases. 

2, Asto their views of the ordinance of the Lord's supper, 
It was by no means a new peculiarity of theirs: it was 
a long established custom among them, And this also was 
maintained by many churches and able ministers around 

them. 

I. The true state of the question about a right to cont 
wunion, has not, we think, been candidly stated, by those 

Who have indulged acrimony in their censures. When it 
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trate what has been related, the follow- 
ing letter from Joseph Hawley, esq. (a 


was asscrted that © uuconverted persons, known to be 
such, have a right in the sight of God to the sacrament of 
the Lord's supper,” candour will not iafer that this 1s 
teaching © lying and hypocrisy,” —'l he true question 18, 
What is the DESIGN of this ordinance? LI it a convertrig 
ordinance? Is the privilege of participation sinnlar to 
that of attending a preached gospel? Gr, on the other 
band, was it instituted for the use of profesed believers? 
In a strict sense of these words Mr. kEdwards maintained, 
and we think very jastly mamtained, the latter sentiment ; 
but his people, as long tavght by a divine of no small 
celebrity, his own grand-ſather, and the ancestor of many 
other persvns of considerable infucuce in the town, be- 
lieved the former, 

Now, supposing the ordinance to he designed by the 
institutor merely as a moral mean, not only of edification to 
Strict believers, but also of conreron to baptized nominal 
christians; was not a plan which deprived their offspring 
of this privilege, likely to rouse their feelings to the utmost, 
as our's would be, were any to plead that our children were 
no longer admitted to sit under a prenched gospel? A 
false principle, therefore, betray&d them into warmth and 
obstinacy of opposition, rather than a deliberate love of 
8In, or a total want of respect to their minister. 'They 
erronecously thought that baptism and the Lord's supper 
had the same destgn; and therefore, that those who did not 
renounce the one had a right to the other; not considering, 
that the former is a bond of general relation to the church 
universal, and the latter a bond of particular communion 
with Christ and his professwg members, 
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gentleman who was very active in the 
transactions of this whole business, and 
very much a leader in 1t,) to the Rev, Mr, 


Hal!, of Sutton, published in a weekly 

4, That the people should be considered as more under 
ihe influcuce of a mistaken principle, umbibed from their 
infancy, (and not opposed by Mr. Edwards himselt for 
about iwenty years,) than filled with ingratitude and the 
love of sin, appears probable from his not discovering any 
wish to leave them. JHis great anxiety appears to have 
been, to convince them of their error in prineaple; but not 
to leave them as © an abandoned set.” More urhanity of 
manners, and the cultivation of christian meckness, would 
have taught them to maintain their principle in a different 
way; and a greater snperiority of mind, in examining long 
establixghed customs by the light of revelation and just 
reasoning, would haye taught them to renounce the very 
principle by which they were betrayed. But while that 
principle was not renouneed, there was as little prospect of 
accommodation almost as between a Pedobaptist mimster 
and an Antipzdobaptist church, that rejected the principle 
of mixed communion, however excellent in other respects 
the character may be on both sides—And is it not highly 
probable, that this was the light in which the majority of 
the convened council viewed the matter ? They attempted 
a reconciliation—uot between an excellent minister aud 
** an abandoned set” adyocating the tause of immorality, 
but—between a valued man, mivister, and writer, and & 
people who, though greatly benefited by his other labours, 


were not convinced by his reasoning in reference to al 
n$titate of religion, —W, 
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newspaper in Boston, May 19th, 1760, 1s 
here 1nserted. 


« Rev. SIR, « Northampton, May 9, 1760. 


«I have often wished that every member 
of the two ecclesiastical councils that tor- 
merly sat in Northampton, upon the un- 
happy differences between our tormer most 
worthy and revercnd pastor, Mr. Jonathan 
Edwards, and the church here, whereot 
you were a member; I say, sir, I have often 
wishedevery one of them truly knew my real 
sense of my own conduct in the attairs that 
the one and the other of the said councils 
are privy to. As I have long apprehended 
it to be my duty not only to humble myself 
before God tor what was unchristian and 
Sintul 1n my conduct betore the said 
councils, but also to confess my faults to 
them, and take shame to myselt before 
them; $0 I have often studied with n:yseit 
in what manner 1t was practicable for me 
to do it. When I understood that you, 
3ir, and Mr. Eaton were to be at Cold- 
Spring at the time of the late council, I 
resolved to 1mprove the opportunity tully 
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to open my mind there to you and him 
thereon; aud thought that probably some 
method might be then thought of in which 
my retlections on myseclt touching the mat- 
ters aboye hinted at, might be communi- 
cated to most, it not all the gentlemen 
aforesaid, who did not reside 11 this county, 
But you know, $ir, how ditficult it was 
tor us to converse together by ourselves, 
when at Cold-Spring, without giving um- 
brage to that people; I therefore proposed 
writing to you upon the matters which I 
had then opportunity only most summarily 
to suggest ; which you, sir, $ignified would 
be agreeable to you. I therefore now 
undertake what I then proposed, in which 
I humbly ask the divine aid; and that I 
may be made most freely willing fully to 
confess my sin and guilt to you and the 
world in those instances which I have 
reason to suppose fell under your notice, as 
they were public and notorious transac- 
tions, and on account whereof, therefore, 
you, $Ir, and all others who had know- 


ledge thereof, had just cause to be offended 
at me. 
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© And, in the first place, sir, I apprehend 
that, with the church and people of Nor- 
thampton, I sinned and erred exceedingly 
in consenting and labouring that there 
Should be $0 early a dismissIon of Mr. Ed- 
wards from his pastoral relation to us, even 
upon the supposition that he was really in 
a mistake in the disputed point : vot only 
because the dispute was upon matters $@ 
very disputable in themselves, and at the 
greatest remove from fundamental, but be- 
cause Mr. Edwards 80 long had approved 
himselt a most faithful and painful pastor to 
the sa1d church, He also changed his sen- 
timents in that point wholly from a tender 
regard to what appeared to him to be 
truth; and had made known his sentiments 
with great moderation, and upon great 
deliberation, against all worldly motives, 
trom mere fidelity to his great Master, and 
a tender regard to the souls of his flock, as 
we had the highest reason to judge. These 
considerations now seem to me sufticient ; 
and would (it we had been of a nght spirit) 
have greatly endeared him to his people, 
and made us to the last degree reluctant to 
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part with him, and disposed us to the exer- 
cise of the greatest candoin, gentleness, and 
moderation, How much of the reverse 
whereof appeared 1m us, I need not tell 
you, Sir, who were an cye-witness of our 
temper and conduct, 

« And although 1t does not become me 
to pronounce decisively on a point $0 dis- 
putable as what was then im dispute; yet I 
beg leave to say, that I really apprehend 
that it is of the highest moment to the 
body of this church, and to me 1n particu- 
lar, most solicitously to enquire, whether 
like the pharisees and lawyers in John the 
Baptist's time, we did not reject the coun- 
sel of God against ourselves, in rejecting 
Mr. Edwards, and his doctrine, which was 
the ground of his dismission. And I humbly 
conceive that it highly imports us all of 
this church, most seriously and impartially 
to examine what that most worthy and 
able divine published, about that time, in 
Support of the same, whereby he being 
dead yet speaketh. But there were three 
things, sir, especially in my own particular 
conduct before the first council, which have 


I» 
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been justly matter of great grief and much 
trouble to me almost ever since, V1z. 

* In the first place, I confess, sir, that I 
acted very unmodestly and abusively to 
you, as well as injuriously to the church 
and myselt, when with much zeal and un- 
becoming assurance, I moved the council 
that they would interpose to stlence and 
Stop you in an address you were making 
one moruing to "the people, wherein you 
were, it 1 do not forget, briefly exhorting 
them to a tender remembrance of the for- 
mer affection and harmony that had long 
Subsisted between them and their reverend 
pastor, and the great comfort and profit 
which they apprehended that they had re- 
ceived from his ministry; for which, sir, 
I heartily ask your forgiveness; and I 
think, that we ought, instead of opposing 
an exhortation of that nature, to have re- 
ceived it with all thanktulness. 

* Another particular of my conduct be- 
fore that council, which I now apprehend 
was criminal, and was owing to the want of 
that tender affection and reverend respect 
and esteem for Mr, Edwards which he had 
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highly merited of me, was my $strenuously 
opposing the adjournment of the matters 
Submitted to that council, for about two 
months; for which I declare myselt un- 
feignedly sorry; and I with shame remem- 
ber, that I did it in a peremptory, decisive, 
vehement, and very immodest manner. 

« But, sir, the most criminal part of my 
conquet at that time, that I am conscious 
of, was my exhibiting to"that council a set 
of arguments in writing, the drift whereot 
was to prove the reasonableness and neces- 
Sity of Mr. Edwards's dismission, in case n0 
accommodation was then effected with mu- 
tual consent ; which writing, by clear 1m- 
plication, contained some severe, unchart- 
table, and, if I remember right, groundless 
and slanderous 1mputations on Mr. Edwards, 
expressed 1n bitter language. And although 
the original draft thereof was not done by 
me, yet I foolishly and sinfully consented 
to copy it; and, as agent for the church, to 
read 1t, and deliver it to the council ; which 
I could never have done, if I had not a 
wicked relish for perverse things : which 
conduct, of mine I confess was very sinful, 
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and highly provoking to God ; for wich I 
am ashamed, confounded, and bave nothing 
to ansWETF, \ 

« As to the church's remonstrance, as it 
was called, which their committee preterred 
to the last of the said councils, (to all which 
I was consenting, and m the composing 
whereof I was very active, as also in 
bringing the church to their vote upon it ;) 
I would, in the first place, only observe, 
that I do not remember any thing, in that 
Small part of it which was plainly expres- 
SIve of the expediency of Mr. Edwards's 
re-settlement here as pastor to a part of 
the church, which was very exceptionable, 
But as to all the residuc, which was much 
the greatest part thereof, (and I am [not 
certain that any part was wholly free,) it 
was every where interlarded with unchris- 
tian bitterness, sarcastical, and unmannerly 
insinvations. It contained divers direct, 
erievous, and criminal charges and allega- 
tions against Mr. Edwards, which, I have 
3ince good reason to Suppose, were all 
founded on jealous and uncharitable mis- 
takes, and 50 were really gross slanders; 
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divers justly 1n great reputation for grace 
and WiSGOM, 

« Tn these instances, sir, of my conduct, 
and in others (to which you were not privy) 
in the course of that most melancholy con- 


tention with Mr. Edwards, I now see that I 


was very much influenced by vast pride, selt- 
sufficiency, ambition, and vanity, I appear 
to myself vile, and doubtless much more $0 
to others, who are more impartial; and do 
in the review thereof, abhor myselt, and 
repent sorely: and if my own heart con- 
demns me, 1t behoves me solemnly to re- 
member, that God is greater, and knoweth 
all things. I hereby own, sir, that such 
treatment of Mr. Edwards, wherein I was 
So deeply concerned and active, was par- 
ticularly, and very aggravatedly sjuful and 
ungrateful in me; because I was not only 


under the common obligations of cach ind 


vidual of the society to him, as to a most 
able, diligent, and faithful pastor; but I 
had also received many instances of his 
tenderness, goodness, and generosity to me, 
as a young kinsman, whom he was disposed 
to treat in a most friendly manner, 
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* Indeed, sir, I must own, that by my 
conduct in consulting and acting against 
Mr. Edwards within the time of our most 
unhappy disputes with him, and especially im 
and about that abominable © remonstrance,' 
I have $0 far svmbolized with Balaam, 
Alhitophel, and Judas, that I am coniounded 
and filled with terror oftentimes when I at- 
tend to the most painful s1militude. —And 
I freely contess, that on account of my 
conduct above mentioned, I have the great- 
est reason to treinble at those most solemn 
and awful words of our Saviour, Matt. xv11. 
6. IV hoso shall offend one of these, $c. and 
those in Luke, x. 16. He that despiseth you, 
&c.; and I am most sorely sensIble, that 
nothing but that infinite grace and mercy 
which saved some of the betrayers and 
inurderers of our blessed Lord, and the per- 
Secutors of his martyrs, can pardon me; In 
which alone I hope for pardon, for the sake 
of Christ, whose blood, blessed be God, 
cleanseth from all sin. On the whole, $11, 
I am convinced, that I have the greatest 
reason to s8ay as David, © Have mercy upon 
me, O God, according to thy loving-kind- 
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also many heavy and reproachful charges 
upon divers of Mr. Edwards's adherents, 
and some severe censures of them all indis- 
criminately; all of which, it not wholly 
talse and groundless, yet were altogether 
unnecessary, and therefore highly criminal. 
Indeed I am fully convinced, that the 
whole of that composure, excepting the 
$mall part thereof above mentioned, was 
totaily unchristian, a scandalous, abusive, 
injurious libel, against Mr. Edwards and his 
particular friends, especially the former, 
and highly provoking and detestable im the 
Sight of God; for which I am heartily 
Sorry and ashamed; and pray I may re- 
member it with deep abasement and pent- 
tence all my days. Nor do I now think 
that the church's conduct in refusing to 
appear, and attend before that council to 
Support the charges and allegations in the 
$U1d remonstrance against Mr, Edwards and 
the said brethren, which they demanded, 
was ever vindicated by all the subtle an- 
Swers that were given to the said demand; 
nor do I think that our conduct in that 
In>tauce was capable of a defence. For it 
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appears to me, that by making such charges 
against them betore the said council, we 
necessarily $0 far gave that council juris- 
diction; and I own with sorrow and regret, 
that I zealously endeavoured that the 
church should perseveringly refuse to ap- 
pear betore the -$aid council tor the purpose 
atoresaid ; which I humbly pray God to 
torg1ve. 

* Another part of my conduct, sir, of which 
I have long repented, and for which 1 
hereby declare my hearty sorrow, was my 
obstinate opposition to the last council's 
having any conference with the church; 
winch the said council earnestly and re- 
peatedly moved for, and which the church, 
as you know, finally denied. I think 1t dis- 
covered a great deal of pride and vam 
Sutticiency in the church, and shewed them 
«to be very opinionative, especially the cet 
sticklers, one of whom I was, aud think it 
was running a most presumptuous risk, and 
acting the part of proud scorners, for us to 
refuse hearing, and candidly and seriously 
considering what that council could say or 
oppose to us; among whom there were 
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divers justly in great reputation for grace 
and WISIOM, 

« In these instances, sir, of my conduct, 
and in others (to which you were not privy) 
in the course of that most melancholy con- 


tention with Mr. Edwards, 1 now see that I 


was very much influenced þy vast pride, selt- 
Sutfciency, ambition, and vanity, I appear 
to myselt vile, and doubtless much more $0 
to others, who are more impartial; and do 
in the review thereof, abhor myself, and 
repent sorely; and if my own heart con- 
demns me, it behoves me solemnly to re- 
member, that God is greater, and knoweth 
all things. I hereby own, sir, that such 
treatment of Mr. Edwards, wherein I was 
So deeply concerned and active, was Par- 
ticularly, and very aggravatedly sinful and 
ungrateful in me; because I was not only 


under the common obligations of cach indt- 


vidual of the society to him, as to a most 
able, diligent, and faithful pastor ; but I 
had also received many instances of his 
tenderness, goodness, and generosity to me, 
as a young kinsman, whom he was disposed 
to treat in a most friendly manner, 
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* Indeed, sir, I must own, that by my 
conduct in consulting and acting against 
Mr. Edwards within the time of our most 
unhappy disputes with him, and especially in 
and about that abominable * remonstrance, 
I have $0 far symbolized with Balaam, 
Alitophel, and Judas, that I am coniounded 
and filled with terror oftentimes when I at- 
tend to the most painful s1militude.—And 
I freely confess, that on account of my 
conduct above mentioned, I have the great- 
est reason to tremble at those most solemn 
and awful words of our Saviour, Matt. xv11. 
6. IV hoso $shall offend one of these, &c. and 
those in Luke, x. 16. He that despiseth you, 
Fc.; and I am most sorely sensble, that 
nothing but that infinite grace and mercy 
which saved some of the betrayers and 
inurderers of our blessed Lord, and the per- 
Secutors of his martyrs, can pardon me; In 
which alone I hope for pardon, for the sake 
of Christ, whose blood, blessed be God, 
cleanseth from all sm. On the whole, s1r, 
I am convinced, that I have the greatest 
reason to say as David, © Have mercy upon 
me, O God, according to thy loving-kind- 
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ness; according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies, blot out my transgressions; 
wash me thoroughly from mme iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin; for 1 ac- 
knowledge my transgress1ons, and my in 
is ever before me.—Hide thy face from my 
Sins, and blot out all mine in1quities: create 
in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me; cast me not away 
from thy presence, and take not thy holy 
Spirit from me: restore unto me the joy of 
thy salvation, and uphold me with thy tree 
Spirit. (Psalm li. 1—3, 9—18.) 

* And I humbly apprehend that it greatly 
concerns the church of Northampton most 
Seriously to examine, whether the many 
hard speeches, spoken by many particular 
members against their former pastor, $0me 
of which the church really countenanced, 
(and especially those spoken by the church 
as a body, in that most vile © remonstrance, ) 
are not 80 odious and ungodly, as to be 
utterly incapable of defence; whether the 
$Ud church were not guilty of a great sin 
in being $80 willing and cisposed, for 50 
Slight a cause, tv part with $0 faithful and 
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vodly a minister as Mr, Edwards was; and 
whether ever God will hold us guiltless till 
we cry to him for Christ's sake to pardon 
and save us from that judgment which such 
ungodly deeds deserve. And I most heartily 
wish and pray, that the town and church 
of Northampton would seriously and care- 
tully examine, whether they have not 
abundant cause to judge that they are now 
lying under great guilt in the 8ight of 
God; and whether those of us who were 
concerned in that most awtul contention 
with Mr. Edwards, can evermore reasonably 
expect God's favour and blessing, till our 
eyes are opened, and we become thoroughly 
convinced that we have greatly provoked the 
Most High, and have been injurious to one 
of the best of men; and until we shall be 
thoroughly convinced that we have dread- 
fully persecuted Christ, by persecuting and 
vexing that just man and servant of Christ; 
until we shall be humble as in the dust on 
account of it, and till we openly, in tull 
terms, and without baulking the matter, 
confess the same betore the world, and 
most humbly and earnestly seck torgiveness 
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of God, and do what we can to honour the 
memory of Mr. Edwards, and clear it of all 
the aspers1ons which we unjustly cast upon 
him ; since God has been pleased to put it 
beyond our power to ask his forgiveness. 
Such terms, I am persuaded, the great. and 
righteous God will hold us to, and that it 
will be in vain for us to hope to escape 
with impunity in any other way. Tins I 
am convinced of with regard to myselt, and 
this way I most solemnly propose to: take 
myself, (it God in his mercy shall give me 
opportunity,) that 80 by making tree con- 
fession to God and man of my sin and 
guilt, and publicly taking shame to- myselt, 
I may give glory to the God of Israel, and 
do what in me lies, to clear the memory of 
that venerable man from the wrongs and 
injuries I was $0 active in bringing on his 
reputation and character; and I thank God 
that he has been pleased to spare my lite to 
this time, and am sorry that I have delayed 
the affair 80 long. 

* Although I made the substance of al- 


most all the foregoing refiections 1n Writing, 


but not exactly in the same manner, to Mr. 
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Edwards and the brethren who adhered to 
him, in Mr. Edwards's hte, and betore he 
removed ftrom Stockbridge, and I have rea- 
son to believe that he, from his great can- 
dour and charity, heartily forgave me and 
prayed for me; yet because that was not 
generally known, I look on myselt obliged 
to take further steps; for while I Kept 
Stlence, my bones waxed old, &, For all 
these my great sins, therefore, in the first 
place, I humbly and most earnestly ask for- 
&1veness of God; in the next place, of the 
relatives and near friends of Mr. Edwards, 
I also ask the forgiveness of all those who 
were called Mr. Edwards's adherents; and 
of all the members of the ccciesastical 
councils above mentioned; and lastly, of 
all christian people, who have had any 
knowledge of these matters. 

« I have no desire, sir, that you should 
make any secret of this letter; but that you 
would communicate the same to whom you 
| $hall judge proper: and I purpose, if God 
$hall give me opportunity, to procure it to 
be published in some one of the public 
newspapers; for I cannot devise any other 
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way of making known my sentiments of 
the foregoing matters to all who ought to 
be acquainted therewith; and therefore I 
think I ought to do it, whatever remarks 
I may foresee will be made thereon.— 
Probably when 1t comes out, s0me of my 
acquaintance will pronounce me quite over- 
run with vapours; others will be turnished 
with matter for mirth and pleasantry ; others 
will cursorily pass 1t over, as relating to 
matters quite stale: but some, I am per- 
Suaded, will rejoice to see me brought to a 
Sense of my sin and duty; and I myselt 
Shall be conscious that I have done so0me- 
thing of what the nature of the case admits, 
toward undoing what 1s, and long has been, 
to my greatest remorse and trouble that it 
was ever done. 

* Sir, I desire that none would cntertain a 
thought from my having spoken respect- 
tully of Mr. Edwards, that I am disaffected 
to our present pastor; for the very reverse 
is true; and I have a reverend esteem, real 
value, and hearty affection for him, and 
bless God, that he has, notwithstanding all 
our unworthiness, given us one to succeed 
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Mr. Edwards, who, as I have reason to hope, 
is truly faithtul. 

« 1 conclude this long letter, by heartily 
desiring your prayers, that my repentance 
of my sins above mentioned may be un- 
feigned and genuine, and such as God in 
infinite mercy, for Christ's sake, will ac- 
cept; and I beg leave to subscribe myselt, 

S1r, your real, though very unworthy 

triend, and obedient servant, 
Jostpn HAWLEY, 


——— 


CHAP.V. 
FROM 1113S MISSION TO THE INDIANS UNTIL HIS DEATH, 


SECT. I. 
tHlis Misston to the Indians at Stockbridge. 


Ir we regard Mr. Edwards's deep acquaint- 
ance with the holy scriptures, and the 
influence of divine truth on his own heart ; 
it we consider, also, his long experience in 
the work of the ministry, with his dispos:- 
tion to observe the operations of human 
minds and pass1ons, and to 1mprove such 
knowledge to the most profitable purposes, 
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we may Sately say, that there were hut 
few men, 1f any, better qualified to conduct 
a miss10n among the Indians. But, on the 
other hand, it may be questioned, whether 
his rectuse turn, his natural reserve, his 
contemplative habits, and the strong pro- 
pensity of his mind closely to 1nvestigate 
abstractedly every difficult subject that pre- 
Sented itself, were not unfavourable traits 
for such a situation, however beneficial it 
might be for his own improvement. Mr. 
«dwards was qualified to shine in some 
departments of the seats of learning, and was 
afterwards called to preside over one; but 
when he was delegated to instruct savage 
Indians, there was occasion to suspect 4a 
perfect suitableuess in the appointment, 
On this, however, different persons may 
torm different opinions; and it is our bus- 
ness now to give some account of the 
appointment. 

The Indian mission at Stockbridge, a 
town im the western part of Massachuset's 
Bay, sixty miles from Northampton, being 
vacant by the death of the Rev. Mr. Ser- 
geant, the honoured and reverend commIs- 
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$20ncrs for Indian affuirs 1n Boston, who 
have the care and direction of it, applied to 
Mr. Edwards as the most suitable person 
they could think of, to be entrusted with 
that mission. At the same time he was 
invited by the inhabitants of Stockbridge ; 
and being advised by the council above 
mentioned to accept the invitation, he re- 
paired to Stockbridge, and was introduced 
and settled as miss1onary to the Indians 
there, by an ecclesiastical council called 
for that purpose, August 8th, 1751. 

When Mr. Edwards first engaged in the 
m1s810n, there was a flattering prospect of 
its being extenslvely serviceable, under his 
care and influence; not only to that tribe 
of Indians which was scttled at Stock- 
bridge, but among the Six Nations, some 
of whom were coming to Stockbridge to 
Settle, bringing their own, and as many of 
their neighbours' children as they could 
obtain, to be educated and instructed there. 
For this end, a house for a boarding-school, 
which was projected by Mr. Sergeant, was 
erected on a tract of land appropriated to 
that use by the Indians at Stockbridge : 
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where the Indian children, male and fe- 
male, were to have been clothed and fed, 
and instructed by proper persons in useful 
learning. The boys were to have been 
taught husbandry or mechamic trades, and 
the girls all sorts of women's work. For 
the encouragement of this des1gn, some 
liberal subscriptions were made both in 
England and America. The general court 
of the province of Massachuset's Bay did 
much to promote the affair, and provided 
lands for the Mohocks who should incline 
to come. And the generous Mr. Hollis, to 
encourage the scheme, ordered twenty-four 
Indian children to be educated on the same 
footing, wholly at his cost. The society 1n 
London, for propagating the gospel among 
the Indians in and about New England, 
also directed their commiss1oners in Boston 
to do something considerable towards the 
design. But partly by reason of some un- 
happy differences that took place among 
those who had the chief management of 
this husmness at Stockbridge, of which a par- 
ticular account would not be proper in this 
place; and partly by the breaking out of war 
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between England and France, which 1s gene- 
rally verv fatal to 8uch affairs among Indians, 
this hopeful project came to nothing. 

Mr. Edwards's labours were attended 
with no remarkably visible success while at 
Stockbridge; though he pertormed the 
husincss of his m1iss1on to the good accept- 
ance of the inhabitants in general, hoth 
English and Indians, and of the commis- 
$10ners, who supported hum honourably, and 
confided very much in his judgment and 
wisdom. However, Stockbridge proved to 
Mr. Edwards a more quiet, and, on many 
accounts, a much more comfortable s1tua- 
tion than the one he was in before. It 
heing in a corner of the country, his 
time was not $0 occupied with com- 
pany as it was at Northampton, though 
many of his friends, from almost all parts of 
the land, often made Iim pleasant and 
profitable visits. And he had not s0 much 
concern and trouble with other churches as 
he was obliged to have when at Northamp- 
ton, by being frequently applied to tor 
advice, and called to assist 1n ecclesiastical 
councils, Here therefore he pursued his 
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beloved studies more closely, and to better 
purpose than ever. In these six years he 
doubtless made swifter advances in know- 
ledge than before, and added more to his 
manuscripts than in any equal space of 
time. And this was probably as wseful a 
part of his life as any. For in this time he 
wrote the last two books that he pub- 
lished,* (of which a more particular account 
will be given hereafter,) by which he has 
doubtless greatly served the church of 
Christ, and will be a blessing to many thou- 
Sands yet unborn. 

Thus, after his uprightness and faithful- 
ness had been sufficiently tried at Nor- 
thampton, his divine Master provided for 
him a quiet retreat, which was rendered the 
more sweet by the preceding storm ; and 
where he had a better opportunity to pur- 
Sue and finish some important work which 
God had for him to do: so that when in his 
own judgment, as well as that of others, his 
usetulness scemed to be cut off, he found 
greater opportunities of service than ever. 
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SECT. 11. 
His Election to the Preſidency of New Jersey 
College. 

During his residence at Stockbridge, 
Mr. Edwards appears to have given full 
5cope to Jus propensitics and genius, stimu- 
lated by his ardent love of truth, and under 
the controul of a correct judgment. While 
at Northampton, his avocations were un- 
avoidably numerous, and scarcely compa- 
tible with a profound attention to suhbjects 
he might be disposed to investigate ; but at 
Stockbridge, he found himseclt in that re- 
spect more at liberty. After having been 
80 long 1n the ministry elsewhere, h1s pulpit 
preparations would require less time than 
before. His studies were less interrupted 
by company and calls. Former anxictics 
were now removed; Is mind was drawn 
more closely to God, from Ins past expc- 
rience of the fickleness of men, and therehy 
became more composed, more enlightened, 
and more elevated. Here he was led tv 
investigate subjects of radical importance 11 
morals and theology, and to trace them to 
their first principles. And here he pub- 
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lished his master-picce of inquiry ard 
©1080 ICcaSOnINg, his 'Freatise on the Will, 
which completely cstablished his character 
as an adept in metapiysical science, and as 
a profound divine, The cetebrity he ob- 
tained by this work, and very deseryedly 
obtained, had, doubtless, no small influence 
on the trustees of New Jersey Ccliege, 
among other consderations, 1n looking to 
Mr, Edwards to become their Pres:dent, on 
the death of Mr. Burr, his son-in-law. 

Thne Rev. Aaron Burr, President of New 
Terscy College, died on the 24th Sept. 1757; 
and, at the next meeting of the trustees, 
Mr. Edwards was chosen his successor; the 
newsot which was quite unexpected, and not 
a little sSurprising to him. He deemed him- 
Selt in many respects to be s0 unqualified 
tor the situation, that he wondered how 
gentlemen of 50 good judgment, and 50 
well acquainted with him, as he knew 
Some of the trustees were, should think 
of him. He had many objections in his 
own mind against undertaking the office, 
both from his unfitness, and his particular 
circumstances; yet could not certatuly de- 
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termine that it was not his duty to accept 
it, The following extract of a letter which 
te wrote to the trustees, will give the 
reader a view of his sentiments and exer- 
cises on this occasion, as well as of the great 
designs he was deeply engaged in, and zea- 
lously prosecuting, 


* Stockbridge, 19th Oct, 1757. 
* Rev. anND Hon. GENTLEMEN, 

* I was not a little surprised on receiving 
the unexpected notice of your having made 
choice of me to succeed the late President 
Burr, as the head of Nassau Hall. I am 
much in doubt whether I am called to 
undertake the husmess, which you have 
done me the unmerited honour to choose 
me for. If some regard may be had to 
my outward comfort, I might mention the 
many inconveniences and great detriment 
which may be sustaimed, by my removing 
with my numerous family, s0 far from all 
the estate I have in the world (without any 
prospect of disposing of it, under present 
circumstances, but with great loss) now 
when we have scarcely got over the trouble 
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and damage sustained by our removal from 
Northampton, and have but just begun 
to have our affairs 1m a comfortable situz- 
tion for a subsistence in this place; and the 
expence I must unmediately be at to put 
myselt into circumstauces tolerably com- 
porting with the needful svpport of the 
honour of the office I am invited to; which 
will not well consist with my ability. 

« But this 1s not my main objection: the 
chief difficulties 1n my mind, in the way of 
accepting this important and arduous office, 
are these two: First, my own defects, un- 
fitting me for such an undertaking, many 
of which are generally known; besides 
other, whica my own heart is consctous of, 
I have a constitution, in many respects 
peculiarly unhappy, attended with flaccid 
S0lids; vapid, sizy, and scarce fluids, and a 
low tide of spirits; often occasioning a kind 
of childish weakness and contemptibleness 
of speech, presence, and demeanour; with 
a disagreeable dulness and stiffness, much 
unfitting me for conversation, but more 
especually for the government of a college. 
This makes me $shrink at the thoughts of 
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taking upon me, in the decline of life, sueh 
anew and great business, attended with such 
2 multiplicity of cares, and requiring such a 
degree of activity, alertness, and spirit of 
government; especially as succeeding one 
S0 remarkably well qualified in these re- 
spects, giving occaslon to every one to 
remark the wide ditterence. I am also 
deficient in $ome parts of learning, particu- 
larly in Algebra, and the higher parts of 
Mathematics, and in the Greek Classics; 
my Greek learning having been chiefly in 
tie New 'Tcstament.—The other thing 1s 
this; that my engaging in this business 
will not well consist with those views, and 
that course of employ in my study, which 
have long engaged and swallowed up my 
mind, and been the chief entertainment and 
delight of my lite. 

« And here, honoured sirs, (emboldened 
by the testimony I have now received of 
vour unmerited esteem, to rely on your 
candour,) I will with. freedom open myselt 
to you. 

« My method of study, from my first 
beginning the work of .the nunistry, has 

Il f 
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; 
Self in this way to 1unprove every important 
hint; pursuwing the clue to my utmost, 
When any thing in reading, meditation, or 
conversation, has been suggested to my 
mind, that seemed to promse light, in any 
weighty point ; thus penning what appeared 
to me my best thoughts, on innumerable 
gubjects for my own benefit. The longer I 
prosecuted my studies in this method, the 
more habitual it became, and the more 
pleasant and profitable I found it. The 
further I travelled in this way, the more 
and wider the fieid opened, which has occa- 
Stoned my laying out many things in my 
mind to do in this manner, if God should 
Spare my lite, which my heart hath been 
much upon: - particularly many things 
against most of the prevailing errors of the 
present day, which I cannot with any 
patience see maintained (to the utter sub- 
verting of the gospel of Christ) with $0 
high a hand, and s long continued a 
triumph, with © little controul, when it 
appears 50 evident to me, that there 18 
truly no foundation for any of this glorying 


been very much by writing ; applying my- 
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and insult. I have already published some- 
thing on one of the main points 1n dispute 
between the Arminians and Calvimsts: and 
have it in view, God willing, (as I have 
already $1gnified to the public,) in like man- 
ner to consider all the other controverted 
points, and have done much towards a 
preparation for it.—Put besides these, 1 
have had on my mind and heart, (which I 
10ng ago began, not with any view to pub- 
lication) a great work, which I call a Hts- 
tory of the Tork of Redempiion, a body of 
divinity in an entire new method, being 
thrown into the form of a history ; con- 
«Kring the affair of Christian Theology, as 
the whole of 1t, in each part, stands m refer- 
ence to the great work of redemption by 
#esus Christ; which I suppose to be of all 
others the grand design of God, and the 
2mmmrun and ultimum of all the divine ope- 
rations and decrees; particularly considering' 
all parts of the grand scheme 1n their his- 
torical order. The order of their ex1stence, 
or their being brought torth to view, in the 
course of divine dispensations, or the won- 
dertul series of successive acts and eyents :; 
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beginning from eternity, and descending 
from thence to the great work and succes- 
Sive dispensations of the infinitely wise God 
in time, considering the chief events coming 
to pass In the church of God, and revoſu- 
tions in the world of mankind, aftecting the 
State of the church and the affair of re- 
demption, which we have account of in 
history or prophecy; till at last we come 
to the general resurrection, last judgment, 
and consummation of all things; when 1t 
Shall be said, It is done. TIT am Alpha and 
Omega, the Beginning and the End. Con- 
clucving my work, with the consideration of 
that perfect state of things, which shall be 
finally settled, to last for eternity. This 
history will be carried on with regard to 
all three worlds, heaven, earth, and hell; 
conStderiug the connected, successive events 
and alterations in each, $0 far as the scrip- 
tures give any light; introducing all parts 
of divinity in that order which is most scrip- 
tural and most natural; a method which 
appears to me the most beautiful and enter- 
taining, wherein every divine doctrine will 
appear togreatest adyantage, in the brightest 
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Itght, im the most striking manner, shewing 
the admirable contexturc and hannony of 
the whole. 

* I have also for my own profit andenter- 
tumnment, done much towards another great 
work, which I call the Harmony of the Old 
and New Testament, in three parts. The 
tirst, considering the prophecies of the Mes- 
Slah, Ins redemption and kingdom; the 
evidences of their references to the Mes- 
Slah, &c. ; comparing them all one with ano- 
ter, cemonstrating their agreement, true 
$COpe, and sense ; als0 considcring all the 
various particulars wherein these prophe- 
cies have their exact julfilment; shewing 
the universal, precise, and admirable cor- 
respondence between predictions and events. 
The second part, coisidering the types of 
the Old Testamenti, shewing the evidence 
of their being intended as representations 
of the great things of the gospel of Christ ; 
and the agreement of the type with the 
antitype. The thurd, and great part, con- 
Sidering the harmony of the Old and New 
Testument, as to doctrine and precept. In 
the course of this work, I find there will 
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be occaston for an explanation of a very 
great part of the holy scripture; which 
may, m Such a view, be explained in a 
method, which to me seems the most enter- 
taining and profitable, best tending to lead 
the mind to a view of the true spirit, de- 
Sign, lite, and s8oul of the scriptures, as well 
as their proper use and improvement. —lI 
have also many other things in hand, in 
Some of which I have made great progress, 
which I will not trouble you with an ac- 
count of. Some of these things, if divine 
providence favour, I should be willing to 
attempt a publication of. So far as I my- 
self am able to judge of what talents I 
have, for henefiting my fellow-creatures 
by word, I think I can write better than I 
can speak. 

* My heart is 80 much in these studes, 
that I cannot feel willing to put myself 
into an incapacity to pursue them any more 
in the future part of my life, to such a de- 
greeas I must, if I undertake to go through 
the 8ame course of employ, in the office of 
a President, that Mr. Burr did, instructing 
In all the janguages, and taking the whole 
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care 0i the instruction of one of the classes 
11 all parts of learning, besies his other 
labours. If I shonuld sce light to determine 
me to accept the place offered me, I should 
be willing to take upon me the work of a 
Pres1Gent, 80 far as 1t cons1sts in the general 
!nSpection of the whole socicty; and to be 
ubservient to the school, as to their order 
and methods of study and mstruction, as- 
s15ting myself in immediate instruction in 
the arts and sclences, (as discretion shoulcd 
alrect and occaslon serve, and the state of 
things require,) especially the sentor class : 
and added to all, should be willing to do 
the whole work of a proftessor of divinity, 
in public and private lectures, proposing 
questions to be answered, and some to be 
d15cussed in writing and free conversation, 
in meetings of graduates and others, ap- 
pointed in proper seasons for these ends. 
{t would be now out of my wav to spend 
time 1n a constant teaching of the lan- 
Fuages; unless it be the Hebrew tongue, 
which I should be willing to improve 
myselt in, by instructing others. 

*On the whole I am much at a loss, with 
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respect to the way of duty in this important 
affair: IL am in doubt, wnetner 1t I should 
engage 1n it I should not do what both you 
and I would be sorry for afterwards. Never- 
theless, I think the greatness of the affair, and 
the regard due to 50 worthy and venerable a 
body, as that of the trustees of Nassau Hall, 
requires my taking the matter into serious 
consideration. And unless you should appear 
to be discouraged by the things which I have 
now represented, as to any further expecta- 
tion trom me, I $shall proceed to ask advice 
of Such as I esteem most wise, friendly, and 
faithful: if after the mind of the com- 
mis$1oners in Boston is known, 1t appears 
that they consent to- leave me at liberty, 
with respect to the business they have em- 
plvyed me m here.” 

In this suspense he determined to ask 
the advice ofa number of gentlemen in the 
ministry, on whose Judgment and friend- 
Ship he could rely. Accordingly, at the 
request of himself and his people, these 
ventiemen met at Stockbridge, January 4; 
1/58; and, having heard Mr. Edwards's 
representation of the matter, and what his 
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people had to say by way of ohjection 
against bis removal, deemed it to be Is 
duty to accept the invitation to the pre- 
$1dency of the college. When they pub- 
ished their judgment and advice, Mr. Ed- 
wards appeared uncommonly moved and 
attected with it, and fell into tears on the 
occaslon, which was very unusual for him 
in the prescnce of others: and $s00n after 
s1d to the gentlemen, that 1t was matter 
of wonder to him, that they could so caslly, 
as they appeared to do, get over the ob- 
jections he had made against his removal. 
But as he thought it right to be directed 
by their advice, he should now endeavour 
cheerfully to undertake it, believing he was 
in the way of his duty. 

Accordingly, having had, by the applica- 
tion of the trustees of the college, the consent 
of the commiss10ners to resign their miss10n ; 
he girded up his los, and set off from Stock- 
bridge for Princeton in January. He left 
his family at Stockbridge, not to be removed 
till spring. He had two daughters at 
Princeton, Mrs, Burr, the widow of the late 
President, and his oldest daughter that was 
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unmarried. His arrival at Princeton was to 
the great satisfaction and joy of the col- 
lege. And indeed all the best friends to 
the institution, and to the 1nterest of re- 
ligion, were highly gratified and pleased 
with the appointment. 

The corporation met as $00n as they could 
with convenience, after his arrival at the 
college, when he was fixed in the Pres 
dent's chair. While at Princeton, before 


his sickness, he preached in the college- 


hall sabbath after sabbath, to the great ac- 
ceptance of the hearers; but did nothing 
as President, unless it was to give out s0me 
questions 1n divinity to the senior class, to 
be answered before him ; each one having 
opportunity to study and write what he 
thought proper upon them. When they 
came together to answer them, they found 
$0) much cntertainment and profit, espe- 
claily by the light and instruction Mr. Ed- 
wards communicated in what he said upon 

tie questions, when they had delivered 
what they had to say, that they spoke 


of it with the greatest Satisfaction and 
wonder, 
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During this time, Mr, Edwards seemed 
'0 enjoy an uncommon degree of the pre- 
zence of God, He told his daughters he 
once had great exercise, concern, and fear, 
relative to Þis engaging in that business ; 
but since 1t now appeared, $0 far as he 
could sce, that he was called of God to 
that place and work, he did cheerfully 
devote lumself to 1t, leaving himselt and 
the event with God, to order what seemed 
to hum good, 

The small-pox had now become very 
common 1n the country, and was then at 
Princeton, and likely to spread. Mr, Ed- 
wards had never had it; and as inoculation 
was then practised with great success in those 
parts, he proposed to be inoculated, it the 
physician $should advise 1t, and the corpo- 
ration would give their consent, —Accord- 
ingly, by the advice of the physician, and 
with the consent of the corporation, he was 
inoculated February 13th. He had it ta- 
vourably, and it was thought all danger 
was over; but a secondary tever set in, and 
by reason of a number of pustules 1n his 
throat, the obstruction was such, that the 
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medicines necessary to check the fever, 
could not be administered. It therefore 
raged till 1t put an end to his life on the 
224 of March, 1758, in the 55th year of 
his age. 

After he was sensible that he could not 
Survive, a little hefore his death, he called 
is daughter, who attended him in Jus sick- 
ness, and addressed her in a few words 
which were immediately taken down in 
writing, as nearly as could be recollected, 
and are as follow :—©* Dear Lucy, it seems 
to me to be the will of God that I must 
Shortly leave you; therefore give my 
kindest love to my dear wite, and tell her 
that the uncommon union which has $0 
long subsisted between us, has been of 
Such a nature, as I trust is spiritual, and 
therefore will continue for ever: and I 
hope she will be supported un'icr 80 great 
a trial, and submit cheerfully to the will 
of God. And as to my children, you are 
now like to be left fatherless, wich I hope 
will be an inducement to you all to scck 
a Father who will never fail you. And as 
to my funeral, I would hayc it to be like 
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Nr. Burrs; and any additional sum of 
money that might be expected to be laid 
out that way, I would have it disposed of 
to charitable uses.”* 

He sa1d but very little in Iis s1ckness ; 
but was an admirable instance of paticnce 
and resignation to the last. Just at the 
close of life, as s0me persons who $stood 
by, expecting he would breathe his last in a 
few minutes, were lamenting his death, 
not only as a great frown on the college, 
but as having a daik aspect on the interest 
of religion in general; to their surprise, 
not imagining that he heard, or eyer would 


* President Burr ordered, on his death-bed, that his 
funcral shonld not be attended with poinp and cost, by 
giving away a great number of costly mourning scarfs, Cc. 
and by the consumption of a great quantity of spirituous 
liquors; which is an extravagance that is become too 
customary in those parts, especially at the funerals of the 
creat and the rich. He ordered that nothing should he 
expended but what was agreeable to the dictates of chris- 
tian decency ; and that the sum which must be expended 
at a modish funeral, above the necessary cost of a decent 
one, Should be given to the poor, out of his estate. It is to 
he wished and hoped, that the laudable example of these 
two worthy Presidents, in which they bear their dying 
testimony against a practice 80 unbecoming and of snch 
bal tendency $0 many ways, may haye Some gcod effect, 
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Speak another word, he said, © Trust i 
God, and ye need not fear.” These were 
his last words. What could have been more 
Suitable to the occasion! And what need 
of more! In these is as much matter of 
instruction and support, as if he had written 
a volume. This 1s the only consolation 
to his bereaved friends, who are sensble 
of the loss they and the church of Christ 
have sustained m his death; God 1s all- 
Sufficient, and still has the care of his 
church. 

He appeared to have the uninterrupted 
use of his reason to the last, and died with 
as much calmness and composure, to all 
appearance, as 1t he had been only going 
to sleep. The physician who inoculated 
and constantly attended him has the fol- 
lowing words in his letter to Mrs. Edwards 
on this occasion: © Never did any mortal 
man more fully and clearly evidence the 
sincerity of all his professions, by one con- 
tinued, universal, calm, cheerful resignation 
and patient submission to the divine will, 
through every stage of his disease, than he. 
Not $80 much as one discontented ex pres$10N, 
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nor the least appearance of murmuring 
through the whole! And never did any 
person expire with more perfect freedom 
from pain : not 80 much as one distortion ; 


but in the most. proper sense of the words, 
he really fell asleep.” 


——  —— 


CHAP. VI. 


Flis Publications, Manuscripts, and Genius as. a 
IWriter. 


Mis. Epwarrs was highly esteemed, and 
indeed celebrated, as an author, both in 
America and Europe. His publications 
naturally excite in the reader of judgment 
and moral taste an exalted opinion of his 
oreatness and piety. His works met with a 
good reception in Scotland especially, and 
procured tor him great estcem and applause. 
A gentleman of note there for his superior 
genius and talents, has the following ex- 
press10ns concerning Mr. Eiwards, in a 
letter to one of his correspondents in Ame- 
rica: © T looked on him as incomparably 
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the greatest divine and (moral*) philosg: 
pher 1n Britain or her colonies; and re- 
joiced that one s0 eminently qualified for 
teaching divinity was chosen President of 
New Jersey College.” In another letter, 
he adds, © Ever since I was acquainted 
with Mr. Edwards's writings, I have looked 
upon him as the greatest divine this age 
has produced.” And a reverend gentle- 
man from Holland observed, © That Mr. 
Edwards's writings, especially on the 
Freedom of the IV/ill, were held in great 
esteem there;” and © that the professors 
of the celebrated academy presented their 
compliments to President Edwards.” This 
gentleman further remarks, that * Several 
members of the Classes of Amsterdam 
gave their thanks, by him, to pious Mr. 
Edwards, for his just observations on Mr. 
Brainerd's Life ; which book was translated 
in Holland, and was highly approved by 
the university of Utrecht. 


Viewing Mr. Edwards as a writer of 


$ermons, we cannot apply to him the epithet 


* 'This must have been the writct's meaning 
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2loquent, in the common acceptation of the 
term. We find in him nothing of the great 
masters of eloquence, except good sense, 
forcible reasoning, and the power of 
moving the pass1ons. Oratorical pomp, a 
cryptic method, luxurious descriptions pre- 
Sented to the imagination, and a rich va- 
riety of rhetorical figures, enter not into 
his plan. But his thoughts are well di- 
yested, and his reasoning conclusive; he 
produces considerations which not only 
force the assent, but also touch the con- 
Science; he urges divine authority by 
quoting and explaining scripture, in a 
form calculated to rouse the soul. He 
moves the pass1ons, not by little artifices, 
like the professed rhetorician, but by 
Saying what is much to the purpose in a 
plain, serious, and interesting way ; thus 
making reason, conscience, fear, and love, 
to be decidedly in his favour. In this 
manner the pass1ons are most profitably at- 
fected; the more generous ones take the 
lead, and they are ever direoted in the 
way of practical utility. 
K 
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From what has been swd, 1t 1s easy to 
conjecture, that close discussions were pe- 
culiarly suited to Mr. Edwards's talents, 
And, as a further evidence to shew which 
way his genius had its prevailing bent, it 
1s observable, that his style 1mproves in 
proportion to the abstrusity of his subject. 
Hence, generally speaking, the productions, 
especially those published by himself, which 
enter into close, profound, metaphysical 
distinctions, seem to have as much per- 
Spicuity as the nature of the case will admit. 
To be convinced of the propriety of this 
remark, it is only necessary to consult the 


_ Treatise on the Will; a work justly thought 


by able judges to be one of the greatest 
efforts of the human intellect. Here the 
author shews such force and strength of 
mind, snch judgment, penetration, and ac- 
curacy of thought, as justly entitle him to 
the character of one of the greatest gentuses 
of the age. We may add, that this trea- 
tise goes further, perhaps, towards settling 
the main points in controversy between 
Calvinists and Arminians, than any thing 
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that had been written. Herein he has 
abundantly demonstrated the chiet princ1- 
ples on which Arminians build their whole 
Scheme, to be false and most absurd, 
Whenever, therefore, this book comes to 
be generally attended to, it will doubtless 
prove fatal to Arminian and Pelagian 
sentiments. 

Though the work now mentioned afforded 
the tairest opportunity for metaphysical 
investigation; yet, the same penetrating 
turn, the same accuracy of discrimination, 
and the same closeness of reasoning, 
distinguish many of his other produc- 
tions. Among these we might mention 
particularly, his book on Original Sin, 
his Discourse on Justification, his Disser- 
tation on the Nature of True Virtue, and 
that concerning the End for which God 
created the World. If the advocates of 
selfish virtue, and of untiyersal restoration, 
will do themselves the justice to examine 
these D1ssertations with candour and close- 
ness, they may sce cause to be of the 
author's mind, His other di5courses are 
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excellent, including much divinity, and 
tending above most that are published to 
awaken the conscience of the sinner, as 
well as to instruct and quicken the chris- 
tian. The sermon preached at Enfield, 
8th July, 1741, entitled © Sinners in the 
hand of an angry God,” was attended with 
remarkable impressions on many of the 
hearers. In his treatise entitled ©& An 
humble attempt to promote explicit agree- 
ment, and visible union of God's people in 
extraordinary prayer, for the revival of 
religion,” he evinces great acquaintance with 
Scripture, and a remarkable attention to 
the prophetic part of it. 

Mr. Edwards left a great number of 
volumes in manuscript, which he wrote m 
a miscellaneous manner on almost all sub- 
Jects 1a divinity, This he did, not with any 
design that they should ever be published 
in that form, but for the satisfaction and 
improvement of his own-mind, and that he 
might retain the thoughts, which appeared 
to him worth preserving. Some idea of 
the progress he had made, and the mate- 
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rials he had collected in this way, he gives 
in his letter to the trustees of the college, 
when assiguing his reasons against accept- 
ing the Presidcency. He had written much 
on the prophecies concerning the Mess1 þ, 
on justitication, the divinity of Clit, and 
the eternity of future punishment. He 
wrote much on the bible, in the same 
manner; penning his thougints un particular 
passages, as they occured to him in reading 
or meditation 

As the method he took to have his mts- 
cellancous writings 1n good order, $0 as to 
be able with ease (Oo turn to any particular 
Subject, 18 perhaps as good as any, 1t not 
the best that has been propysed to the pub- 
lic; s0me account of it 1s here given, for 
the use of young Students who have not 
yet adopted any method, and are disposed 
to improve their minds by writing. He 
numbered ail his miscellaneous writings. 
The first thing he wrote is No. 1, the 
Second No. 2, and s0 on. An when he had 
occasion to write on any particular topic, 
he first set down the number, and then 
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wrote the SUBJECT in large characters, that 
it might not escape his eye, when he should 
have occasion to turn to it. For instance, 
if he was going to write on the happiness 
of angels, and his last No. was 148, he 
would begin thus—149. AxGELS, their hap- 
piness.—When he had written what he de- 
Si2ned, he turned to his alphabetical table, 
and under the letter A, inserted Angels, 
their happiness, if this was not there already, 
anc} then set down the number 149. close 
at the right hand of it. And when he had 
occasion to write anv new thoughts on the 
$ame subject; if the number of his miscel- 
lanies were increased, $0 that his last num- 
ber was 261, he set the number 269, and 
then the subject as before. And when 
he had done writing for that time, he turned 
to is table, to the word angels; and at the 
right hand of the number 149, s&t down 
262. By this means he had no occas1on to 
leave any chasms; but began his next sub- 
ject where he left off his last. The number 
of his miscellaneous writings, ranged in this 
manner, amounts to above 1400. And yet 
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by a table contained on a sheet or two of 
paper, any thing he wrote can be turned to 
at pleasure. 


The following lines in a poem by Dr. 
Dwight, entitled, © The Triumph of In- 
fidelity,” may not be an unsuitable close to 
our account of this eminent man. The 
poem 1s written in a struin of irony, as well 
as the explanatory notes; and though the 
descriptions are $upposed to be given by 
the prince of darkness, yet most of them 
are s$triking likenesses to the originals. This 
1s given by way of complaint. 


« But, my chief bane, my apostolic foe, 
In life, in labours, source of every woe, 
From scenes obscure did heav'n his EDwWaRDS call, 
That moral Newton, and that second Vaul. 
He, in clear view, Saw sacred systems roll, 
Of reasoning worlds, around their central soul ; 
Saw love attractive every system bind, 
The parent jinking to each filial mind ; 
The end of heav'n's high works resistless shew'd, 
Creating glory, and created good ; 
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And, mn one little life, the gospel more 
Disclos'd, than all earth's myriads kenn'd before, 
Beneath his standard, lo! what numbers rise, 
To care for truth, and combat for the skies ! 
Arm'd at all points, they try the battling field, 
With reason's sword, and faith's etherial shield.” 


—— <—co_ Alto 


A Catalogue of President Edwards's Works, pub- 


lished im Eight Volumes, royal octaco. 


VorL. I--— Enquiry into the Freedom of the Will, —A Dis- 


Sertation concerning the Ind for which God created 
the World. 


YoL. H.—A Bisserialion concerning the Natare of True 
- Virtue, —The great Christian Doctrine of Original 


Sin defended. —Man's original Blindness in the Things 
of Religion.—An humble Attempt to promote explicit 
Agreement and visible Union of God's People It ex- 
traordinary Prayer, 


VoL. HiIL.—A Narrative of the surprising Work of God, in 


the Conversion of many Hundred $onls, in and about 
Northompton.—The Lite and Diary of the Rev. David 
Brainerd, with Notes and Reflections. —Mr. Brainerd's 
Journal, in two parts —First Appendix, containing his 
general Remarks on the Doctrines preached, with 
their extraordinary Effects, &e,—Second Appendix, 
containing an Account of his Method of tearning the 
Indian Language, and of instructing the Indians.— 
Third Appendix, containing his briet Account of the 
Endeayours used by the Missionaries of the Society 


is, 
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Scotland, for propagating Christian Knowledge.— 
Mr. Briainerd's Remains, containing Letters and 
other Papers,— A Sermon preached at the Ordination 
of Nr. Prainerd, by the Rev. BL, Pemberton, A. M,— 
Reflections and Observations, 


Vol, IV.—A Treatise concerning Religious Aﬀections, in 


three parts —An Appendix to the 'Treatise on the 
Aﬀections., in two Letters to Mr. Gillespie, —Christian 
Canttons ; or. the Necessity of Selt-Examination.—A 
Warning to Protessors; or, the great Guilt of those 
who attend on the Ordinances of Divine W orship, and 
yet allow themselves in any known VV ickedness.—The 
final Jndzment:; or, the World judged rightevusly by 
Jens Christ.—Sinners in Zion tenderly warned ; or, 
the Feartuluess which will hereafter surprise £in::ers 
in Zion, represcnted and improved. —The End of the 
Wicked contemplated by the Righteous; or, the Tor- 
ments of the Wicked in Hell, no Occaxsion of Grict to 
the Saints in Heaven. 


Yor, V.—A History of the Work of Redemption, con- 


taining the Outlines of a Body of Divinity, including a 
View of Church History, in a method entirely new. 
— Men are naturally God's Enemies.—The Wisdom 
of God displayed in the Way of Salvation. —Christian 
Knowledge; or, the Importance and Advantage of a 
thorough Knowledge of Divine Truth.—Christian 
Charity; or, the Duty of Charity to the Poor, ex- 
plained and enforced, —Seven Sermons on different 
Subjects. 


Vor. VI.—Some Thoughts concerning the present Reviyal 


of Religion in New England.—lFive Discourses on the 
Sonl's eternal Salvation, — I'wo Sermons. —Seyer Scr- 
mons on important Subjects. 
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Vor, VIT.— Enquiry concerning Qualifications for Commn- 
nion,—Misrepresentations corrected, and "Truth viu- 
dicated, in Reply to the Rev. Solomon Williams, —A 
Farewell Sermon preached at Northampton.—Result 
of a Council of nine Churches met at Northampton, — 
Fifteen Sermons on various Occasions. 

Vor. VUI.—Five Sermons on different Occasions,—Mixs- 
cellaneons Ohservations on important "Theological 
Subjects, -Remarks on important 'Theological Con- 
troversies, —Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the 
Spirit of God, 
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APPEND 


CONTAINING, 


i. A SKETCH OF MRS. EDWARDS's LIFE AND 
CHARACTER. 


FI. A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF MRS. ESTHER BURR. 


LI, - THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF THE REY, 
JONATHAN EDWARDS, D. D, 
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——c—Ay— 
A Sketch of Mrs. Edwards's Life and Character. 


Ms. Saran Epwarns, the amiable con- 
Sort of President Edwards, did not long 
Survive him. In September, 1758, she set 
out on a journey to Piladelphia, to take 
care of her two orphan grand-cluldren, 
who were then 1n that city; and had been 
Since the death of Mrs, Burr. As they had 
no relations in those parts, Mrs. Edwards 
proposed to take them into her own family. 
She arrived there by the way of Princeton, 
Sept. 21, m good health, having had a 
comfortable journey. But in a few days 
She was svddenly Seized with a violent dy- 
Senterv, which put an end to her life on 
the fifth day, October 2d, i the 49th year 
of her age. She did not converse much in 
her sIckncss; being exercised 110st of the 
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time with violent pain. On the morning 
of the day she died, apprehending rhat her 
death was near, she expressed her entire 
resignation to God, her desire that he 
might he gionftied in all things, and her 
Soltcitude that she might be enabled to 
honour him to the last. In such a temper, 
calm and res1gned, she continued till she 
expired. 

Her remains were carried to Princeton, 
which 1s about forty miles from Phila- 
delphia, and deposited with Mr. Edwards's; 
$0 that they who were in their lives Te- 
markably lovely and pleasant, in their death 
were not much divided. Thus the father 
and mother, the son and daughter, were 
1:14] together in the grave, within the space 
ot little more than a year; though a few 
months before, their dwelling was more 
than one hundred and fifty miles apart :— 
two presidents of the same college, and 
their consorts, than whom it will doubtless 
be difficult to find four pers0Ns MOTCe 
valuable and useful ! 

By these repeated strokes, following in 
quick succession, and completed in a few 
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months, what a loss has the American part 
of the christian world sustained! By these 
deaths, how much knowledge, wisdom, and 
holiness, 15 gone from the earth for ever! 
And where are they who will make good 
the loss!—But God 1s all-sufficient. 

Mrs. Edwards was born at New-laven, 
in Connecticut. Jan. 9, 1710. Her father 
was the Rev. James Picrpornt, who was 
long an eminent. pious, and useiul minister 
of the gospel at New-Haven.* She was 
married to Mr, Edwards, July 20, 1727, in 
the eighteenth year of her age. 

Though Mrs. Edwards's entire character 
wii not be atterrpted here, yet !t 1s thought 
proper to mention a few particulars, 1n 
Wilci she excelled, and exhibited an ex- 
ample worthy the imitation of all. —She re- 
meinhbered her Creator in the days of youth, 
and became truly and remarkably religious 


* He was the eldest son of Mr. John Pierpoint of 
Roxbury, who came from England. Her mother was 
Mrs. Mary Pierpoint, eldest daughter of Mr, Samuel Hooker, 
minister of the gospel at Farmingion, it Cornecticut, and 
Son of Mr, Thomas Hooker, once minister of the gospel 
at Hartford, and famous as a divine through ali the CHULCLES 
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at about five years old. In her person $he 
was comely and beautitul; and of a plea- 
Sant, agreeable counten:nece. The law of 
kindness was in her tongue ; her hehaviour 
was courteous, and her conduct amiable. 
She was eminent for her piety and experi- 
mental religion. Religious conversation 
was much her delight; and this she pro- 
moted in all companies, when proper. Her 
discourse shewed at once her good under- 
Standing in divine things, and the great 
impression they made on her mind. 'The 
friends of true piety, and they who were 
ready to engage in serious conversation, and 
delighted in that which was most essecntial 
and practical, were her chosen associates. 
To such persons she would open her mind 
freely, and tell them the exercises of her 
own heart, and what God had done for her 
Soul, for their encouragement in the ways 
of wisdom. Her mind appeared to attend 
to divine things constantly, on all occa- 
8101s, and in every business of life. To 
the sacred duties of the closet she was a 
great friend, and took much delight 
them, She highly prized social religion. 
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When at Northampton, she used to fre- 
quent the private meetings for divine wor- 
Ship; and even promoted and attended 
meetings of persons of her own sex only, 
tor prayer and religious conversation. She 
was not only a constant attendant on pub- 
lie worship, but also behaved with great 
gravity and $Sertousness in the house of 
God. 

She paid proper deference to Mr, Ed- 
wards, and treated him with respect at all 
times. As he was of a weakly, infirm con- 
Stitution, and was peculiarly exact in lus 
cet, she was a tender nurse to hun ; cheer- 
fully attending upon him, and ministering 
to. his comfort. She spared no pains in 
conforming to his inclinations, and making 
things agreeable and comfortable to him; 
accounting it her greatest glory, and that 
wherein $she could best serve God and her 
generation, to be the means of pro.oting 
Mr. Edwards's happiness and usefulness in 
this way. . And no person of discernment 
could be conversant m the family, without 
observing and admiring the great harmony, 
2nd mutual love and esteem that subsisted 


4 
l 
Mm. 
=. 
EK 
Ef 
, 
| 


Q10 THE LIFE OF 


between them.—Yet, when she herself l:- 
boured under bodily disorders and pains, 
which was often the case, she was not 
wont to be full of complaints, and to put 
on a dejected or frettul countenance, being 
out of temper with every body and every 


_ thing, as if she was disregarded and neg- 


lected; but she would bear up under them 
with patience, and a kind of cheertulness 
and good humour. 

She was a good economist, managing her 
household affairs with discretion md. dilt- 
gence. She was very careful that nothing 
Should be wasted and lost; and often, when 
She did any thing to save a small matter, or 
directed her children to do 80, or $4w them 
waste any thing, she would mentim the 
words of our Saviour, © that nothing be (ot ;* 
which, she $aid, she often thougi;t of, as 
containing a max1u worth remembering; 
especlally when considered as the reas0n 
why his disciples should gather up the frag- 
ments. She took almost the entire charge 
of the temporal :tfairs of the family, with- 
out doors and within; in this she was pe- 
cullarly suited to Mr. Edwards's dispositiou, 
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who chose to have as little care as possible 
ot any worldly business. 

She had an excellent way of governing 
her children; she knew how to make them 
regard and obey her cheerfully, without 
loud, angry words, much less heavy blows. 
She seidom $struck her children; and in 
Speaking to them adopted 111d, gentle, and 
pleasant terms. It any correction was 
needtful, 1t was not her manner to give 1t 1n 
a pas$iton. And when $she had occasion to 
reprove and rebuke, she would do it in few 
words, without warmth and noise, but with 
all calmness and gentleness of mind. In 
her directions or reproots, in matters of 1un- 
portance, she would address herselt to the 
reason of her children, that they might not 
only know her inclination and will, but at 
the s$ame time be convinced of the propriety 
of them. She had occasion to speak but 
once; she was cheerfully obeyed ; mur- 
muring and answering again were not 
known among them. And the kind and 
gentle treatment they had from their 
mother, while she strictly and punctually 

:aintained her parental authority, seemed 
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naturally to generate and promote a filial 
respect; and to lead them to a mild, tender 
treatment of each other. Quarrelling and 
contention, which too frequently take 
place among children, were not known 
among them. She carefully observed the 
frst appearances of resentment and 11]-wall 
towards any in her young children; and did 
not connive at them, as many who have the 
charge of such do, but was careful to show 
her displeasure, and suppress them to the 
utmost ; though not by angry words, which 
often provoke children to wrath, and stir up 
their wascible passions, rather than abate 
them. Being thoioughly sensible that, In 
many respects, the chief care of forming 
children by government and instruction, 
naturally hes on mothers; (as they are 
most with their children at an age when 
they commonly receive impres>100s by 
which they are very much tormed for lite ;) 
She was extremely solicitous to do her part 
In this important business. When $she met 
with any $pecial difficulty in this matter, 
or foresaw any, she was wont to apply t0 


Mr. Edwards for advice and assiStance ; and 


OA 
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on $8uch occas1ons they would both attend 
to it, as a concern of great unportance. 

But this was not the only way in which 
$he expressed her care for her offspring. 
She thought that parents have a great and 
important duty to discharge towards their 
children, before they arc capable of govern- 
ment and instruction. She, therefore, con- 
Stantly and earnestly prayed tor them, and 
bore them on her heart before God, in all 
her secret and most solemn addresses to 
him; and that even before they were born. 
The prospect of becoming the mother of a 
rational, 1nmortal creature, was sutticient 
to lead her to bow betore God daily tor 
his blessing on 1t; even redemption, and 
eternal life by Jesus Christ. So that 
through all the pain, labour, and sorrow, 
which attended her as the mother of chil- 
dren, she was in travail for them, that 
they might be born of God. 

As the law of kindness was in her tongue, 
s0 her hands were not withheld trom bene- 
ficence and charity. She was always a 
friend and patroness of the poor and help- 
less; and abounded much in acts of bene- 
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volence, as well as in recommending them 
to others on all proper occasions. She waz 
remarkable for her kindness to the friends 
and visitants, who resorted to Mr. Edwards: 
Sparing no pains to make them welcome, 
and to provide for their convenience. She 
was also peculiarly attentive to strangers, 
who came to her house. She $o0on got 
acquainted with them, and shewed such 
concern for their comfort, and $0 kindly 
offered what she thought they needed, as 
to discover that she knew the heart of a 
Stranger, and well understood how to do it 
good. Her guests were thus made to feel in 
Some measure as if they were at home. 
She made it a rule to speak well of all, 
30 far as $he could with truth and justice. 
She was not wont to dwell with delight on 
the imperfections of any; and when she 
heard persons speaking ill of others, she 
would say what she thought she could, with 
truth and justice, in their excuse; or divert 
the obloquy by mentioning those things 
that were commendable in them. Thus he 
was tender of every one's character, even of 
their's who mjured and spoke evil of her; 
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and carefully guarded against the too com- 
mon vice of evil-speaking and backbiting. 
She could bear injuries and reproaches with 
great patience, without any disposition to 
render evil for evil; but on the contrary, 
was ready to pity and forgive those who 
appeared to be her enenues. 

She had long told her intimate friends 
that she had, after continued struggles and 
exercises, obtained, by God's grace, an 
habitual willingness to die herself, or part 
with any of her nearcst relatives; that she 
was willing to bring forth children for 
death; and resign him whom $he esteemed 
s0 great a blessing to herselt and her family, 
her nearest partner, whenever God should 
zee fit to take him. And when $she had 
her greatest trial, in the death of Mr. 
Edwards, she found the help and comfort 
of such a disposition. Her conduct on this 
occasion was such as to excite the admira- 
tion of her friends: it discovered that she 
was sensible of the great loss which $she 
and her children had sustained in his de- 
cease; and at the same time shewed, that 
che was Submissive and resigned, and had 
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those 1nvisible supports which enabled her 
to trust in God with calmness, hope, and 
humble joy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwards lived together-in 
the married state above thirty years; in 
which time they had eleven children, three 
Sons and eight daughters. The second 
daughter died Feb. 14, 1748, of whom 
there 18 s0ome account in Mr. Edwards's 
Life of Bramerd. The third daughter was 
Mrs. Burr, the wife of President Burr, 
already mentioned. The youngest daughter, 
Elizabeth, died s0on after her parents. 


- 
ON 
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APPENDIX II. 


— 


A brief Account of Mrs. Esther Burr, President 
Edwards's Daughter. 


Mxs. Burk and her children were inocu- 
lated at the same time that her father was, 
and had recovered when he died. But 
after she was perfectly restored, to all 
appearance, she was suddenly seized with a 
violent disorder, which carried her off in a 
tew days; and to which the physician said 
he could affix no name but that of a mes- 
Senger Sent, Suddenly to call her out of the 
world.* She died April 7, 1758, sixteen 


» Though the physician bore this testimony, yet per- 
haps, the greater probability is, on cool reflection, that 
Some noxious humoars had still remained in her constitu- 
11on, as a Predisposing cause of the © violent disorder.” 
However this may be, the case of her father is a decided 
one; that alarming discase, the Small Pox, in the mildest 
jorm in which it can be administered, proved fatal to him, 
ind indeed to thousands more. Inoculation 1s undoubtedly 
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days after her father, in the twenty-seventi 
year of her age. She was married to 
Mr. Burr, June 29, 1752. By him $he 
had two children, a son and a daughter. 
Mrs. Burr exceeded most of her sex in 
the beauty of her person, as well as in her 
behaviour and conversation ; and she disco- 
vered an unaffected, natural freedom to- 
wards persons of ail ranks, with whom she 
conversed, Her genius was much more 
than common. She had a lively, sprightly 
imagination, a quick and penetrating 
thought, and a good judgment. She had 
a peculiar smartness in her make and 
temper, which yet was consistent with 
pleasantness and good nature; and she 


the safest mode of receiving the infection, as innumerable 
experiments evizce ;—hut we are grateful and happy to 
remark, that Providence hath now shewn us © a more cx- 
cellent way.” We rejoice that the Vaccine Inoculation 
gains the confidence of the pnblic, through a great part of 
the world, in proportion to the growing extent of practice. 
And s$urely thosc who occupy posts of influence, whether 
in the state or in the church, deserve well of both, of man- 
Kind in general, and of posterity, while they improve that 
influence, in whatever form, towards eradicating that 


odious and fatal disorder, the Small Pox, by a safe and 
casy Substitute.—-\y, 


A 


oY 


EY 


J : 
2: 4; 


MRS. BURR. 219 


knew how to be agreeable and facetious 
without trespassing on the bounds of gra- 
vity, or strict and serious religion, In 
short, she scemed formed to please, and 
especlally to please one of Mr. Burr's taste 
and talents. But that which crowned all her 
excellencies, and formed her chief glory, 
was RELIGION, She appeared to be the 
Subject of divine impress10ns when seven 
or eight years old; and she made a public 
profession of religion when about fifteen. 
Her conversation, until her death, was 
exemplary, and as becometh godliness. 
But as her religious sentiments and ex- 
ercises will best be understood by those 
who were strangers to her, from her own 
words, we $hall present our readers with 2 
few extracts: the following are made from 
letters which she wrote not long bctore 
her death.—The first 1s an extract from 
a letter she wrote to her mother, not long 
after Mr. Burr's death, dated at Princeton, 
October 7, 1757. After giving some ac- 
count of Mr. Burr's death, and representing 
the sense $he had of the magnitude of the 
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Joss she and her children had sustained,* 
>he writes in the following words: 

« No doubt, dear madam, it will he some 
comfort to you to hear, that God has not 
utterly forsaken, although he has cast down, 
I would speak it to the glory of God's 
name, that I think he has in an uncommon 
degree discovered himself to be an all- 
sufhcient God, a full fountain of all good. 
Although all streams were cut off, yet the 
fountain 1s left full. —T think I have been 
enabled to cast my care upon him, and 


* Great indeed was the loss which these children sns- 
tained by the death of both parents, th? guide of their 
tender childhood, and the dangerous period of their youth, 
in the paths of wisdom. Professor Burr's daughter married 
Topping Reeve, csq. an eminent lawyer at Litchfield, in 
the state of Connecticut, who became one of the justices of 
the superior court; a very sensible, worthy man; and a 
Steadfast friend torcligion; manifesting a conscientious Sense 
of daty, and heing much esteemed. Mrs. Reeve was 
woman of superior understanding and accomplishments. 
She died several years Since, alter having long laboured 
nnder peculiar feebleness of constitiution, aud much discase, 
They left one 5on, who was educated in Yale College.— 
The $on of President Burr, notwithstanding $0 great @ 
loss, rose indeed to worldly honours that by some would 
be deemed flattering, as Vice-President of the United 
States. But if he had a Serious attachment to christianity, 
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have found great peace and calm in my 
mind, such as this world cannot give or 
take.—I have had uncommon freedom, and 
nearness to the throne of grace. God has 
seemecd sensibly near in such a supporting 
and comforting manner, that I think I 
have never experienced the like. God has 
helped me to review my past and present 
mercies, with some heart-affecting degree 
of thankfulness. 

i I think God has given me such a sense 
of the vanity of the world, and uncertainty 
of all sublunary enjoyments, as I never had 


or influentially believed the grand truths for which his 
worthy ancestors and relatives have benevolently con- 
tended, and some of whom, to their honour, do still coutend, 
could he have sanctivned the cruel, the savage practice of 
duelling? The principles of infidclity, as all other prin- 
ciples, are known by their fruits; they originate, like 
every other vice, in our perverted, fallen nature; and 
easy Is the transition from these principles to practices 
the most licentious and baneful. ** From whence come 
wars and fightings among you,” says a plain but wise 
man; ** come they not hence, even of your lusts, &c,?” 
Jai. iv, 1—10. When any states, as such, notoriously 
and shametully counive at crimes Which their own laws 
pronounce worthy of capital punishment, the smiles of 
heaven must be expected on other grounds, and obtained, 
if obtaiued at all, ior tie sake of menu diametrically oppu- 
Site in principle and practice, W. 
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before. The world vanishes out of my 
Sight! Heavenly and eternal things appear 
much more real and 1mportant than ever 
before. I feel myself to be under much 
greater obligations to be the Lord's than 
before this sore affliction. The way of sal- 
vation by faith in Jesus Christ has ap- 
peared more clear and excellent; and I 
have been constrained to venture my all 
upon hin; and have found great peace 
of soul, in what I hope have been act- 
imgs of faith, Some parts of the Psalms 
have been very comforting and refreshing 
to my soul, I hope God bas helped me 
to eye his hand in this awful dispensation; 
and to 8ee the infinite right he has to 
his own, and to dispose of them as he 
pleases. 

* Thus, dear madam, I have given you 
Some broken hints of the exercises and 
Supports of my mind, since the death of 
him, whose memory and example will ever 
be precious to me as my own life. — O dear 
madam ! I doubt not but I have your, and 
my honoured father's prayers daily for me; 
but give me leave to intreat you both to 
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request earnestly of the Lord that I may 
never despise his chastenings, nor faint 
under this his severe stroke ; which I am 
sensible there 18 great danger of, if God 
Should only deny me the supports that he 
has hitherto gractously granted. 

*O, I am atraid I shall conduct myself 
50 as to bring dishonour on my God, and 
the religion which I protess! No, rather 
let me die this moment, than be left to 
bring dishonour on God's boly name.—I 
am overcome—1l must conclude with once 
more begging, that as my dear parents 
remember themselves, they would not for- 
get their greatly afflicted daughter (now 
a lonely widow) nor her fatherless chil- 
dren. My duty to my ever dear and ho- 
noured parents, love to my brothers and 
SiSters. From, dear madam, your dutiful 
and affectionate daughter, 

*« EsTHER BuRR.” 

The following letter, addressed to her 
father, was written s800n after; 1t 1s dated 
Princeton, November 2d, 1757: 

«© Honoured sir, your most affectionate, 
comforting letter by my brother 
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was exceedingly refresIing to me, although 
I was something damped by hearing that I 
should not see you until spring.* But it 
is my comfort in this disappointment, as 
well as under all my afflictions, that God 
knows what 1s best for me, and for his own 
glory. Perhaps I doted too much on the 
company and conversation of such a near 
and dear affectionate father and guide, I 
cannot doubt but all is for the best, and 
I am satisfied that God should order the 
affair of your removal as shall be for his 
glory, whatever comes of me. 

* Since I wrote my mother's letter, God 
has carried me through new trials, and 
given me new supports. My little son has 
been sick with a slow fever, eyer since my 
brother left us, and has been brought to 
the brink of the grave, but I hope in mercy 
God is bringing him - up again. I was 
enabled to resign the child (after a severc 
Struggle with nature) with the greatest 


+ When Mr. Edwards wrote the letter she refers to, he 
<1 not. think of going to Princeton till spring; but he 


afterwards determined otherwise, and went in January, 88 
before $tated, 
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freedom. God shewed me that the child 
was not my own, but his; and that he had 
a right to recall what he had lent, whenever 
he thought fit; and I had no reason to 
complain, or say God was hard with me. 
This silenced me. 

* But O, how good 1s God! He not 
only kept me from complaining, hut com- 
torted, by enabling me to oftcr up the 
child by faith, if ever I acted faith. I saw 
the tulness there was in Christ tor little 
intants, and his willingness to accept of 
Such as were offered to him. Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not, were comforting words. God also 
Shewed me in such a lively manner, the 
fulness there 1s in himself of all spiritual 
blessings, that I said, Although all streams 
were cut off, yet $0 long as my God hves, 
I have enough. He enabled me to say, 
Although thou slay me, yet will 1 trust in 
thee. 

« In this time of trial, I was led to enter 
into a renewed and explicit covenant with 
God, in a more solemn manner than ever 
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before ; and with the greatest freedom and 
delight. After much self examination and 
prayer, I gave up myselt and children to 
Crod, with my whole heart. Never until 
now, had I a sense of the privilege we are 
allowed in covenanting with God! This 
act of soul left my mind im a quiet and 
steady trust in God. 

«* A few days after this, one evening, in 


_ talking of the glorious state my dear de- 


parted husband must be in, my soul was 
carried out in such longing desires after 
this glorious state, that I was forced to 
retire from the family to conceal my Joy. 
When alone, I was $0 transported, and my 
Soul carried out in such eager desires after 
perfection, and the full enjoyment of God, 
and to serve him uninterruptedly, that I 
think my nature would not have borne 
much more. I think, dear sir, I had, that 
night, a foretaste of heaven. This frame 
continued in some good degree the whole 
mght. I slept but little, and when I did, 
my dreams were all of heavenly and divine 
things. Frequently since, I have felt the 
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$ame in kind, though not in degree. Thus 
a kind and gracious God has been with me 
in $1x troubles, and in sevyen. 

** But O, Sir, what cause of deep humi- 
hation and abasement of svul have I, on 
account of remaining corruption ; which 
I see working continually, especially pride! 
O how many shapes does pride cloke 1tselt 
in! Satan 1s also busy shooting his darts; 
but, blessed be God, those temptations of 
is, that used to overthrow me, as yet have 
not touched me! OQO, to be delivered from 
the power of Satan, as well as from sin! 
I cannot help hoping that the time 1s near. 
God 1s certainly ſitting me for himselt; 
and when I think it will be soon that I 
Shall be called hence, the thought 1s trans- 
porting.” 
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APPENDIS IL. 


——— 


A Sketch of the Life and Character of the Rec. 
Jonathan Edwards, D. D. 


Joxatiay Epwarps, junior, D. D. Pre- 
Sident of Union College in Schenectady, 
was the second son of his parents, and was 
born at Northampton, May 26, 1745. In 
his early childhood he appeared a boy of 
great expectation; but, however promising 
his capacity, and however anbitous he 
might be of excelling at that age, when 
the mind begins to untold itselt, this period 
of his life was attended with a uunber of 
Singularly embarrassing circumstances, the 
tendency of which was to repress his exer- 
tion, and to d<1S5courage his mind. He was 
afflicted with an inflammatory weakness in 
his eyes, which a'most entirely prevented 
his learning to read, until a much later 
period than is common, This weakuess 
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resisted many and long continued medical 
applications. At length, by the shaving of 


his head, often repeated, and for long con- 


tinuance, the inflammation in some degree 
abated ; so that he was able to apply, in a 
moderate degree, to the rudiments of learn- 
Ing, and to revive in his anxious parents 
the hope, that he would not be entirely 
lost even to the literary world, It was 
during his childhood also, that the unhappy 
contest at Northampton rose to its height, 
between his father and the church there, 
which terminated in a final separation ; 
whereby the assiduous attention of his 
aftectionate parents was necessarily much 
diverted from, him. 

When Mr. Edwards and his family re- 
moved from Northampton tv Stockbridge, 
his 80n was but six years old. In addition 
to the discouragemcuts already mentioned, 
new and consuderable dithculties attended 
him while at Stockbridge. There was no 
zchool in the settlement, but one which 
Wis Common to the Indian cinldren and the 


white people; and there Were $0 tew of 
the latter, either in the school or the town, 
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that he was in danger of forgetting entirely 
the English tongue. However, whilst at 
schoo] here, he learned the language of the 
Mohekaneew, or Stockbridge Indians, $0 
perfectly, that the natives frequently ob- 
Served © that he s8poke exactly like an 
Indian.” This language he retained, in a 
good degree, through lite; and the Amert- 
can public 1s 1n possess1on of some inte- 
resting remarks upon it, communicated by 
him to the Connecticut Society of Arts and 
Sciences, and published at their request. 
His father had a strong desire, in sub- 
serviency to the openings of providence, 
and growing signs of gracious qualifications 
in this beloved child, that he might become 
a misslonary among the Aborigines. A 
noble wish, worthy of so great a mind, and 
80 benevolent a heart! Accordingly, 1 
October, 1755, when he was but ten years 
of age, he was sent with the Rev. Gideon 


Hawley (ﬆnce of Mashpee, on Cape Cod) 


to Oughquauga, on the Susquehannah river, 
In order to learn the language of the Oneida 
Indians. Oughquauga was in a wilderness, 
at the distance of about one hundred miles 
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from any English settlement. At this place 
he continued but four months, by reason 
of the war which broke out between England 
and France, and extended itself into their 
colonies. Whilst he was with these Indians, 


colonies. 
he made rapid progress in acquiring their 
lauguage, and mm cngaging their affections, 
They were 80 much pleased with his attain- 
ments, and his amiable disposition, that, 
when they thought their settlement ex- 
posed to 1nroads from the French, they took 
him upon their shoulders, and carried him 
many miles, through the wilderness, to a 
place which they deemed secure. After 
this, however, he never returned to them 
any more. 

His father died in 1758; but it was not 
till the month of February, 1760, when he 
had almost completed his fitteenth year, that 
he seriously commenced the study of the 
Latin language, at a grammar school in 
Princeton, in New Jersey, the town where 
his father died. Aud such progress did he 
make in learning, that in September, 1761, 
he was admitted a member of the college 
in the same town, over which his father had 
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presided tor a $short time betore his death. 
In September, 1765, he received the degree 
ot Bachelor of Arts. 

While he was at college, at a time of 
general religious awakening in Princeton, 
he obtained a hope of his reconciliation to 
God, through Jesus Christ. This was 
during the presidency, and under the im- 
press1ve preaching of the late Dr. Finley, 
The tollowing detlication of himselt to the 
Service of God, which was made by hun at 
that time, was found among his papers 
after is decease. 


Nassau-TIall, Sept. 17, 1765. 


«I Jonathan Edwards, student of the 
College in New Jersey, on this 17th day 
of September, 1763, being the day before 
the first time I proposed to draw near the 
Lord's table, after much thought and con- 
Sideration, as well as prayer to Almighty 
Goll for his assistance, resolved by the grace 
of God to enter into an express act of selt- 
dedication to the service of God; as being 
2 thing highly reasonable in its own nature, 
and that might be of eminent service te 
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keep me Steady in my christian course; to 
rouse me out of sloth and indolence, and 
uphold me in the day of temptation. 

* Eternal and ever blessed God ! I desire, 
with the deepest humiliation and ahase- 
ment of s0ul, to come in the name and for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, and present myselt 
betore thee, sensible of my intinite unwor- 
thiness to appear before thee, especially 
on Such an occas1on as this, to enter into 
a covenant with thee. But notwithstanding 
my sins have made such a separation be- 
tween thee and my soul, I beseech thee, 
through Christ thy Son, to vouchsate thy 
presence with me, and acceptance of the 
best sacrifice which I can make. 

* I do, O Lord, in hopes of thy assisting 
grace, solemnly make an entire and per- 
petual surrender of all that I am and have 
unto thee, being determined in thy strength 
to renounce all tormer Lords who have had 
dominion over me, every lust of the eye, 
of the flesh, and of the mind, and to hve 
entirely devoted to thee and thy service. 
To thee do I consecrate the powers of my 
mind, with whatever improvements thou 


034 THE LITE OF 


hast already, or shalt be pleased hereafter 
to grant me, 1n the literary way ; purposing, 
if 1t be thy good pleasure, to pursue my 
Studies ass1duously, that T may be better 
prepared to act in any sphere of life in 
winch thou shalt place me. I do solemnly 
dedicate all my possessions, my time, my 
influence over others, to be all uscd for thy 
olory. 

* 'To thy direction T resign myself, and 
all that I have, trusting all tuture contin- 
gencies 1n thy hands, and may thy will m 
all things, and not mine, be done. Use me, 
O Lord, as an instrument of thy service! 
I beseech thee, uumber me among thy 
people! May I be clothed with the righte- 
ousness of thy Son; ever innpart to me, 
through him, all necdtul supplies of thy 
purifying and cheering $pirit! I beseech 
thee, O Lord, that thou wouldest enable 
me to hve according to this my vow, con- 
Stantly avoidiag all $m; and when I Shall 
come to date, in that solemn and awtul hour, 
may I remember this my covenant ; and 
do thou, O Lord, remember it too, and give 
my departing sp1rit an abundant admittance 
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into the realms of bliss! And if, when 1 
am Jaid 1n the dust, any Surviving friend 
Should meet with this memorial, may it be 
a means of good to him, and do thou admit 
him to partake of the blessings of thy cove- 
nant of grace, through Jesus the great 
Mediator; to whom with thee, O Father, 
and thy Holy Spirit, be everlasting praises 
ascribed, by saints and angels! Amen.” 

When he had finisched the usual course 
of studies at College, he entered more par- 
ticularly upon the study of divinity, the 
frvourite study of his life, under the in- 
struction of the late Rev. Jos. Bellamy. D. D. 
at Bethlehem, in Connecticut. In October, 
1766, he was licensed to preach the gospel, 
by the assoctation of the county of Litch- 
fieid; and in 1767, he was appointed a 
tutor in the College at Princeton, where he 
continued two years. But where he spent 
the intervening tine, about eleven months, 
between his being licensed to preach, and 
his undertaking the tuition at Princeton, 1t 
1S not easy to ascertain; 1t 15 Supposcd that 
he was at s0me country place as a candidate 
tor the ministry. 


Pl 


230 THE LIFE OF 


During his residence at Princeton, he 
was Invited to preach to the society of 
White-Haven, m the town of New-Haven, 
in Connecticut. On mutual approbation, 
he was ordained to the pastoral charge of 
that church, Jan. 5, 1769; and continued 
there until May, 1795; when he was dis- 
missed by an ecclesiastical council, at the 
mutual request of the pastor and the $0- 
ciety, after a residence among them of about 
SIx and twenty years. For several years 
previous to his dismissio0n, S0me uneasIness 
had subsisted in the society, arising from a 
difference of religious opinions. Those pe- 
culiar sentiments, whence the uneasIness 
originated, and which were adopted by 
Some of the leading and most influential 
men among his parishioners, were Of a 
vature quite opposite to the sentiments of 
Dr. Edwards; and, indeed, to those of the 
Same church an society, at the time when 
he was ordained among them. his di- 
versity of opinion may be justly considered 
as the principal cause of the sep irition be- 
tween Di. Edwards an his people; though 
2thers of mferior moment had their intlu- 
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ence, But the osfensible cause ass1gned by 
the s0ciety, was their inability to support 
a mimnster. 

Dr, Edwards did not continue long m 
this unscttled state; for in January, 1796, 
he was installed pastor of the church in 
Colebrook, Litchfield county, Connecticut. 
Here he continued administering the word 
and ordinances to a very attectionate people 
lor above three years. In this town he in- 
tended to have spent the remainder of his 
days, had 1t been the pleasure of his divine 
Master. It was much his wish to pursue 
lis favourite study of theology, in a less 
contined manner, To this the retired situ- 
ation of Colebrook greatly contributed ; 
and a change of audience would render the 
weekly preparations for the sabbath some- 
what less labortous. So favourable an op- 
portunity of pursuing his Studies was not 
neglected; but his continuance in this de- 
virable retreat was not of long duration, 

In the s(mmer of 1799, he was elected 
President of a College, in the town of 
Schenectady, in the State of New-1 ork, 
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dowed. 'The election thus made was 1m- 


medtately communicated to him, with an 


invitation to reniove, as $00n as he conve- 
mently could, In consequence of this 
invitation he was again dismissed, by an 
eccles1astical council, from his pastoral office, 
in the month of June; and in the July 
following he removed to Schenectady. From 
this time his talents and attention were 
appropriated, with uninterrupted assiduity, 
to the concerns of this newly instituted 
SemMINAry. 

In this situation he continued only two 
years; for about the middle of July, 1801, 
his labours were $suspended by a regular 
intermitting fever, unattended with any 
immediately alarming symptoms. But about 
eight davs before his decease, nervous 
Symptoms shewed themselves, and indl- 
cated his approaching dissolution. The 
progress of the discase, from this date, was 
very rapid, and he experienced its impairing 
ettects $0 much, that within three days he 
was almost entirely deprived of his speech, 
ot the regular exercise of his limbs, and at 
;ntervals, of his reason. Thus he continued 
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reguiarly to dechne until August 1, 1801, 
when he expired. By the effects of his 
disorder, he was unavoidably prevented 
irom expressIing his views and feelings on 
the approach of cternity for the last five 
days of his life. In the early stages of his 
i[lness, however, he expressed his entire and 
willing resignation to the pleasure of God, 
and that he satisfactorily acquiesced in the 
gospel way of salvation through a divine 
Redeemer.* | 


* Some further circumstances preceding his death may 
be here mentioned. On the Saturday before he was taken 
}Il, he rode from Schenectady to "Troy, to preach for 
Mr. Coe, the minister of that town. 'Iroy is situated on 
the castern bank of the Hudson, seven miles above Albany, 
filteen from Schenectady, and about a hundred and scventy 
from New York. 'Fhe sabbath immediately succeeding 
was intensely hot. He rode to church in the morning 
in his chaise with Mrs. Edwards. When he returned 
at noon, he gave his seat in the chaise to a lady, and 
walked to the house where he lodged, which was at a 
considerable distance from the church. In the afternoon 
he walked to the church, for the same reason, and, after 
the uſual public service was ended, he pertormed a funcral 
service. By the heat, and the fatigue which he underwent, 
he apnears to have been materially affected. The following 
Faesdav he was seized with an intermitting fever, which, 
111 zomewhat logs than three weeks, terminated bis lite, 
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The year after Dr, Edwards was ordained 
to the charge of the White-Haven $ociety 
in New-Haven, he married Miss Mary 


He was attended by several physicians, but he ſreely de- 
clared to them, that their medicines did not secm to reach 
the cause of his diseasc, Larly in the progress of his 
1ness he secms to have had a presentiment that it would 
{erminate ſatally. How far the uncommonly striking 
similarity, or coincidence, betwecn the circumstances of 
bis life and those of his father contributed to this, it is not 
easy to say ; but it was observed, that he mentioned sevyeral 
of them with a degree of feeling more than common. 

'The reader, will, perhaps, be gratified, if we take a 
review of these coincidences ;— They were both the sons of 
clergymen, and of clergymen's daughters—they bore the 
«ame name—were alike liberally educated and distin- 


guished scholars—they were not only both preachers of 


the gospel, but also preached the same doctrines, in the 
s$ame strain, and with considerable success—they were 
both tators in the seminaries where they were educated, 
and for the same continuance—they were afterwards 
zettled in congregations where their maternal grandfathers 
respectively, were settled before them-—they continued 1 
those congregations nearly the same length of time—they 
were dismissed by their churehes, and ecclesiastical couu- 
cils, on account of their religious opinions—they were 
again Settled over obscure congregations in the interior of 
the country—they were both drawn out from those retired 
Situations to the presidency of a college, and alike re- 
luctant to obey the sUummons— after a short period spent 
it the dutics of their new oftice they diced—and very near 
the $ame age, To this we way add, that they were con? 
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Porter, daughter of the Hon. Eleazer and 
Mrs. Sarah Porter, of Hadley, in Massachu- 
zetts. By her he had tour children, three 
of whom survived him; a $son and two 
daughters. Their oldest daughter married 
Mr, Hoit, a respectable merchant in Sche- 
nectady. Their youngest daughter was 
married to the Rev. Mr. Chapm, a gentle- 
man of respectability settled in Stepney, the 
South parish of Wethersfield, seven miles 
below the city of Hartford. "Their son, 
Jonathan Walter Edwards, esq. was edu- 
cated in Yale College, regarded as an 
excellent scholar, and atterwards a tutor in 
it. Aftcr this he became a counsellor at 
law in the city of Hartford ; and, to use the 
words of a respectuble American gentleman 
of whom enquiry was made, © 1s, perhaps, 
not exceeded, in abilities or reputation, by 
any practitioner of the same standing. The 
vigour of mind for which his father and 
randfather were disttugut>iied, seems tc 


oy 
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Siderably alike in person—and remarkably £0 1m mnd— 
their endowments and attainmenyts, botn intcllectual and 
moral, were apparently almost the same-—they were alike 


Jistinguisghed for religious excellence, strength of mind, 
acute discerpment, and close investigation,— WW, 
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have descended in a very htberal measure t6 
him.” Both the daughters, 1t 1s appre- 
hended, are members of christian churches ; 
and the son appears an umtform and strenuous 
advocate for the cause of christianity, and 
4 constunt and serious attendant on the 
worship of God. © Tliecy are all in easy 
circumstances, and have ever sustained an 
unblemished and respectable character.” 

Mrs. Edwards, the mother of the persons 
now mentioned, an excellent lady, was 
drowned in June, 1782. The circumstances 
of ths affecting event were these: Dr. an 
Mrs. Edwards were taking an airing in 
their chaise, in the north-eastern part of 
New-Haven ; when at some distance from 
home, the Doctor was called away to 
attend to s0me necessary business. 4s 
Mrs. Edwards was returning, she suffered 
the bhorse to drink at a watering place, in 
small river, with the depth of which she 
was wholly unacquainted. The horse sud- 
denly plunged and tell, and threw her from 
the chaise into the river, where she was 
drowned. 

Dr, Edwards was marred a second time : 


———— 
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the object of his choice in this connection 
was Miss Mercy Sabin, of New-Haven, 
whom he left to deplore his loss.—As a 
husband and parent he was Kind, faithful, 
and aftectionate. As a brother, he merited 
and possessed the respect, estcem, and 
affection of all Is brothers and s1sters. 
When a child, he was not only singularly 
dutiful to his parents, but also affectionate 
and conscientious; a disposition of mind 
which manitfested 1tselt through his whole 
ite, By nature, however, he was of an 
ardent, writable disposttion, of which he 
appears to have been early consclous, Whilst 
le was quite young he formed a resolution, 
that he would uniformly, and with un- 
abating watchtulness, withstand this pro- 
pensity, until jt should be sabdued. his 
he entered upon, as upon an Important busi- 
ness for lfte—as an achievement which 
must be accomplished, however difficult and 
arduous the task might prove. And such 
hlessing attended bis diligent and inde- 
fitigable vigilance, as enabled him to po$SCs$ 
an unusal command over his pass10ns, and 
to pass through a life attended with many 
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trying circumstances, with the reputation 
of uncommon equanimity, He knew what 
it was to be abased, and also what it was 
to abound ; but im prosperity and avversity 
he appeared the same, His fortitude under 
trials was great; a fortitude founded in a 
constant reliance on providence, and in 
resignation to the will of God; a temper of 
mind as difterent as pos»1ble trom the trigid 
apathy of a Stolc, 

Ahout the time that he first made an 
explicit dedication of himselt to the ser- 
vice of God, by a written covenant, when 
he was little more than eighteen years of 
age, he began a diary of his religious lite. 
Ti:'s he continued a tew months, and then 
relinquiſhed it; for a reason, no doubt; 
winch he deliherately weighed, as 1t does 
10t appear that he resumed it afterwards. 
This, however, 1S no uncommon thing : 
chrisStians while young have more need ot 
Such helps, than when they have made 
greater progress; as young Students need 
co0nmnon-place books. Bevsides, when per- 
50115 are engaged in public situations they 
are viten obliged to abridge, at least, their 
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time of writing, concerning themselves. 
From what he has written by way of diary, 
he appears early to have determined to 
Strive against sin and temptation, and to 
live in a manner becoming his holy profes- 
$10ns, and to deyote hims-clt wholly to the 
Service of God. The blessing with which 
it pleased God to accompany these pious 
exertions, was Visihle throughout the re- 
mainder of his life. 

As a man of Jearning and strength of 
mind, © he probably had not a superjor in 
the United States, and but tew in the 
world.” His logical powers were pre-emi- 
nent, and little 1t at all interior to those of 
his father. Being generally favoured with 
good health, he improved this and his other 
valuable talents tor the detence, the sup- 
port, and the advancement of that religion 
which he professed, and of the cause in 
which he was engaged, In his own country, 
at least, his name will be long remembered 
with respect and honour; and 15 already 
p!:.ced, 1 the department of divinity, 
beneath very tew, probubiy none, except 
that of us tather. A more ndustrivus nan, 
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1 whatever he undertook, and a character 
less Sorted with human wnperiection, 18 not 
easlly found. His answer to Dr. Chauncey, 
his reply to Dr. West, and his sermons on 
the atonement of Christ, are in America 
extensively regarded as standard works: 
and will, most probably, never be an- 
$Wwered. 

Considered as a preacher, in his mann: 
of delivery he was hold and animated ; but 
he addressed the understanding and con- 
$clence, rather than the pass1ons of h1s 
audience. All who had the pleasure to 
hear him will acknowledge with readiness, 
that, in his own mode, he was rarely, it ever, 
excecded. His reasonings were strong and 
conclusive ; and, in his writings especially, 
as might be expected from such a mind, he 
closely contined himselt to his suhject ; 
always presenting Something new, original, 
and instructive. 


His constitution and health admitting 1t, 
| \ - I” ] » *\ 7 W L v © % i > » FP »| x7 
he generally rose early, and immediately 
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began 118 regular, diurnal routine of duty 
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he was not easily diverted. He conslucred 
1s immediate duty to his Creator as re- 
quiring his first obedience and attention : 
and then the relative and <ocial duties of 
fe were not neglected. His excrcises, 
Studies, and all his other concerns, as far as 
was consistent with his parochial duties, 
were conducted with regularity, upon a 
well formed system; whereby cach duty 
was attended to 1n 1ts Proper SeaUSON, 

He possesscd and merited the respect 
and atlection of an extensive literary and 
ministerial acquaintance. The lat | 
to him, under God, as to one of the firmest 
pillars, and ablest detenders of the genuine 
interests of the church, in a day ot aecien- 
Sion and infidelity; and in his death, the 
cause both of science and religion has $us 
tained a loss not easlly repaired. A corres- 
pondent of his observes: © I never knew 


Dr. Edwards's equal for impartial enquiry 


after truth ; he alwavrs scemed thanktul for 
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200" thing that could be urged LNSt an 
peculiar Sentiment of his own. Hts mo k 
and hunulity were very remarkab! A; 
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ther very respectable gentleman 1m Ame- 
11C1, 11 a letter to the writer of this Appen- 
41x, $avs: © Dr. Edwards I once numbered 
among the most valuable of my trends; 
and | lamented his death with much grief, 
not only on account of my own loss, but 
of that of the whole American—pertaps I 
might say—chrstian church. His piety 
was eminent, his learning extensIve, and 
Is penetration acute beyond those of any 
other man whom I have ever perso0nally 
known, Dr. W n alone excepted.” 

Dr. Edwards died possessed Oi an iade- 
pendent estate, as that suhbject 1s estimated 
1n America, Mrs. Edwards also, the widow, 
had cousiderable property of her OWN, 


whereby she was placed in easy circum- 
Stances. Tliis farourable distinetion in the 
order of Providence, contributed much to 
relieve his mind of solicitude, hoth when 
coping with ditliculties among his flock, and 
In the prospect of being removed tron [118 
tamily by death, 
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that, on account of their diminution in 
number and property, they were not. able 
to support their minister. On my destring 
an explanation of this vote, whetiner they 
meant to suggest that ! had been tie 
criminal cause of their diminution and 
poverty, they by vote declared that 1t was 
not their intention to suggest, that I have 
been the criminal cause ; still, by another 
vote, they declared that it was their «lesirc 
that the pastoral relation 1n which I stood 
to them, should be dissolved on the ground 
of their diminution and poverty. 50 that 
45 S00N a5 a council can be called, and the 
forms gone through, I shall be liberated from 
my connection with this people. So are we 
all hable to changes! But I do not wish 
you to indulge anxicty for me, as even my 
enemics pretend not to bring any nmpeach- 
ment against me. I concerve my cha- 
racter is fair with my brethren in the 
ministry, and with the public in general, 
and I hope [ may be usetul elsewhere, In 
one respect, Providence has provided hetter 
tor me against this event than 1t 1d fO1 


my tather., By my tirst marriage I became 
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1 mention tl 
relieve Your friendly anxiety. 


7oru- Havens May 6, 179»: 
at, to ÞC relcascd from my 


this congregation, it 18 


altogether uncertaln where wy lt may ÞC 
ast, But 1 general, 1 shall follow the 


miniStry; wherever God hall g1ve me op” 
do It, wan the 'prospect of 
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ployed me in supplying vacant Congrega- 
tions. I have not been out of some vacancy 
a Single Sabbath ; and have had more ap- 
plications than I could comply with. In 
this place, (Greenwich,) and at Colebrook 
in this state, (Connecticut) I have received 
calls to settle; but have not as yet answered 
either of them. Probably I shall accept of 
one or the other. So that though my former 
people have rejected me, yet Providence 
and other churches scem disposed to em- 
ploy me. O may I be employed to do good 
to the church of Christ. 

* I have not scen any thing in my father's 
MSS. concerning the best mode of teaching 
Indians. I remember that besides preach- 
mg on the Lord's day, he was wont to have 
an evening exercise, in the winter, at a 
private house, in which he gave them an 
account of sacred history, with practical 
reflections. —The Indians are now entirely 
vOne from Stockbridge,” 


Colebrook, June 7, 1796. 


* In my last letter I told you, that I had 
betore me two calls: one to the charge of 
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Now restored to WOntee 1186, 
you to Jon me mm &inoere 


my Ppreserver; and O may 1 constant!sy 


maintain a SensC of my constant I;ableness 


TI 


to the great change 
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Schenectady, August 24, 


« While we are in this Work |, we have no 


continuing city. It 15 not yer four y ears 
Haven to Cole- 


Since 1 removed from NewW- 
brook ; and four W oeks s1nce, 1 
this town with my family from Colebrook ; 
In CONSCquUEence of an invitation from the 
trustees of the College here, to take thc 


arrived 


Pre S1dency of it. My removal from (Cole- 


rok was a tender 1nd affecting SCenc 


The people professC tO be exceed! ne! 


CeSIFOUS of my continung Among _— 
TO 


yet consented, though with reluctance, 


leave 1t to 4 COUNc! il, according to OUr US i 


form, for advice. A committee of the D1IN- 
cipal men of the church and town appe: ared, 
and gave Teasons why I should not be 


moved from them. Still, atter mature 1 £- 


liberation, the council Was UNanimously 01 


the opino' 


[ Dbe8ecC ( F 


thanks to (00 
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